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A momentous year with old threats
and new concerns
W
elcome to another
edition of the Irish
Farmers’ Guide, a
magazine published by the
Irish Natura and Hill Farmers’
Association
(INHFA)
to
inform and reflect the views of
farmers on hill land, designated
ground and high nature value
farmland.
A number of major
events have contributed to
a momentous year in Irish
agriculture since the last issue
of the Irish Farmers’ Guide in
May 2019.
The ongoing saga of
Brexit featured prominently
throughout the last 10 months
as Prime Minister Boris
Johnson finally got a deal
through the UK parliament.
While the deal is far
from perfect, the agreement
– particularly around the
backstop – provides some
reassurance and the hope is
that a comprehensive trade

deal can be agreed that allows
Irish farm produce tariff-free
access to the UK market.
While the media in Ireland
and Britain have made big
news of the opening positions
from both sides, we need
to realise that the differing
views are just that – opening
positions. As negotiations
continue expect the EU and
UK to find common ground
because neither side wants a
crash out and everything will
be done to avoid it.
While Brexit dominated the
airwaves for a good part
of the year, the ongoing
difficulties experienced in our
beef sector came to the fore
through summer and autumn
as farmers protesting at low
prices blockaded meat plants.
These blockades while
seeking to improve the factory
price were supported and
driven by suckler farmers,
especially in the west. In this

edition we look at proposals
by the INHFA to develop
the suckler industry through
its 10-point plan. We also
examine the outcomes from
the beef blockade, most
notably the beef taskforce and
what impact it might have on
the industry.
In the last issue we were
on the cusp of the European
and local elections which
delivered mixed outcomes.
However, the recent general
election was much clearer with
a strong message delivered by
the electorate for change.
While the nature of the
change sought is still being
debated, in this magazine we
examine the facts around our
housing crisis which was a
major issue in the election. We
also look at how we can develop
the country’s regions and why
decentralisation is essential for
rural communities.
One of the major global

issues in 2019 was climate
change, which is now being
linked by some to a vegan
agenda.
With
farming
becoming a major focus in
this debate we look at how our
type of farming is delivering
in this battle, as seen through
the Natura 2000 sites, but not
getting its true recognition.
We also examine other
options such as lab-grown
meat and how much of a threat
this poses for farmers, and
how the revival of our woollen
industry might help in the fight
against micro-plastics, another
environmental threat.
Of
course
when
discussing climate change
and the green agenda we need
to be aware of how this is
influencing the CAP reform
debate. With at least 40% of
EU direct payments focused
on delivering better outcomes
in addressing climate change
and biodiversity loss, we

will be looking at a radically
different CAP.
Over four pages we
analyse where this reform is
currently at, where it may go,
and what is the current state of
play with regard to individual
farm payments.
We hear from the INHFA’s
Brendan Joyce regarding
developments on the Atlantic
Hill Lamb market and the
work being done by Teagasc
in the feeding and fattening of
these lambs.
Finally, as I write this the
main news item of the year is
already with us in the form of
the coronavirus. When we see
what has happened in other
countries people are quite
rightly concerned.
For many the concern
is not for themselves but for
older people and those with
underlying health conditions.
As we head into the unknown
we can only hope that its

Vincent Roddy,
INHFA Director of Organisation

impact will not be as great as is
currently feared.
In the farming community
it will be important for us to
work together and to help
those with the virus, especially
through calving and lambing.
The INHFA has made
proposals to the Minister for
Agriculture, Michael Creed, in
relation to the establishment of
a taskforce to support farmers
affected by the virus.
Finally, if you wish to
contact us you can do so by
email at irishfarmersguide@
gmail.com or at 071 9302715.
Stay safe and enjoy the
read.
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President’s message

INHFA president, Colm O’Donnell, with the Minister for Agriculture,
Michael Creed, at the INHFA’s AGM in June 2019.

A

hearty welcome to all readers of the fourth publication of the Irish Farmers’ Guide,
and boy how time flies when you are part of the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers’
Association (INHFA).
It seems like only yesterday since we were working around the clock in May 2019 to
bring out the third issue of the Guide to coincide with the European Parliament and Local
Government elections, and here we are publishing the next one with election fever still in
the ether.
In early June 2019 the INHFA hosted the national AGM where I was ratified by delegates to serve a further two-year term as president, with two new vice-presidents also
appointed, namely John Moran and Padraig Devaney. The national secretary, Michael McDonnell, and treasurer, Brendan O’Malley, remained in their respective roles for another
year.
The launch of the INHFA 10-point plan for the beef sector in mid-July was timely as
frustration grew with beef prices and the decision by the Minister for Agriculture, Michael
Creed, to include a production reduction element as part of the €100 million exceptional aid
package.
These became the tipping points for farmers and sparked the factory protests and general turmoil that dominated Irish farming during the second half of 2019.
The INHFA joined the Beef Market Taskforce forum in August and ploughed a lone
furrow in some respects to ensure sucklers were included in the agreement.
This resulted in Industry stakeholders backing the INHFA wording of a proposal ‘that
there must be additional direct support for the suckler cow as a priority’.
Indeed, during our INHFA pre-budget talks with Minister Creed last September, we were in
a position to reference the Taskforce commitment to sucklers and succeeded in our efforts
with €35 million secured for sucklers in 2020.
The INHFA continues to be represented on the CAP consultative committee. This body
is currently reviewing the results of the Department of Agriculture’s public consultation of
the CAP Strategic Plan SWOT analysis, and the subsequent needs assessment identified by
the SWOT.
In addition, the INHFA has become part of the Foodwise 2030 strategy which will
provide a road map for the future of food and farming in Ireland for the next 10 years. It is
envisaged to have a draft document in place by June 2020.
Our National Council continues to monitor the Climate Change debate where droughts,
fires and famine are being seen by some as caused by the farmer and farm practice.
While there are different views on this, our primary duty of care as a national farming
organisation is to ensure that our members are not sacrificed in this debate.
The Climate Change Advisory Council (CCAC) has advised the Government of the
requirement to reduce the national bovine herd by up to 500,000 cows in an effort to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions coming from Irish agriculture.
The CCAC went a step further by suggesting that this reduction in cow numbers should
target sucklers. The INHFA response was quick and decisive in calling for the suspension
of the CCAC, whose chairperson publicly advised that the reduction for sucklers was based
on the non-profitability of the sector. I would say to the CCAC, its not the cow, it’s the how.
The polluter pays principal (PPP), enshrined in the Treaty for the Functioning of the
European Union insists that where a breach is identified, it must be dealt with at source.
So why target extensive sustainable suckler farming systems, when the growth in GHG
emissions was caused by the expansion in intensive dairying which is reliant on Nitrates
Derogations?
How does the advice to cut suckler cow numbers address climate change?
I’m equally sceptical of the global push for alternative meat proteins being produced into
the future under laboratory conditions in an effort to eradicate animal GHG emissions from
livestock production.
This could potentially be the onset of worldwide famine, with the world’s supply of
food in the hands and control of multinational companies, to say nothing of the inevitable
loss of biodiverse eco systems dependent on livestock grazing.
There are several articles in this issue of the Irish Farmers’ Guide that delve into the
future sustainability of the Irish family farm and I hope that you will enjoy many hours of
good reading.
A special word of thanks to everyone associated with the production of the magazine
this time round, to those who worked on advertising, article material, editing, publishing
and distribution. Well done to all.
Enjoy.
Colm O’Donnell
INHFA President

INHFA in action . . . . .

At the AGM of the INHFA in June 2019 were: (L-R) Henry O’Donnell, INHFA Donegal; Colm O’Donnell,
INHFA president; Agriculture Minister, Michael Creed; Brendan Joyce, INHFA, Galway; and
Mícheál McDonnell, INHFA Mayo.

Agriculture Minister, Michael Creed, is pictured with INHFA elected executives at the AGM in June
2019. Included (L-R) are: Mícheál McDonnell, INHFA national secretary; John Moran, INHFA vice
president; Connie Walsh, INHFA office; and Pádraig Devaney, INHFA vice president.

At the INHFA 10-point plan launch in July 2019 were: Vincent Roddy, INHFA director; John Moran,
INHFA vice president; John Flynn, INHFA Williamstown; Kevin Conry, INHFA Williamstown; Deputy
Michael Fitzmaurice TD; Pat Curley, INHFA Sligo; and Francis Cusack, INHFA Mayo.

INHFA delegation in Brussels for a meeting with Luke Ming Flanagan MEP in November 2019 to
discuss INHFA proposals on the future of the suckler industry.
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DEVELOPING AN IRISH
WOOLLEN INDUSTRY

Pheilim Molloy

A

ll farmers selling wool
over the last number
of years will be well
aware of the continued fall in
price that has seen the product
become almost worthless.
With prices this year ranging from 10c/kg to 50c/kg depending on the wool grade and
time of year sold, sheep farmers continue to shear at a considerable loss.
Of course, it wasn’t always
a poor trade. Go back to the
1980s and the sale of wool was
a very important part of the
sheep farmer’s income.

In 1984 when the National
Wool Council (An Comhairle
Olla) was abolished as a cost
saving exercise we exported
5,895 tonnes of wool at a value
of over £14m. That is equivalent to €29.7m today. In contrast, 5,641 tonnes was exported in 2019 at a value of €6.8m.
While getting back to
where we were in the mid1980s may seem overly optimistic, the coming years will
see significant change that
could benefit Irish sheep farmers through an improved wool
price.
The global wool trade has
suffered over the last number
of decades due to the increased
use of synthetic fibres, espe-

cially in the fashion industry
where it accounts for 65% of
all fibres used, with wool accounting for just 1%.
Recent research has shown
that these synthetic fibres,
which are sourced from crude
oil, are, when washed, contributing to micro-plastics in waterways, seas and oceans. This
is now a major problem for marine life and is also a problem
for humans as it finds its way
back through the food-chain.
(See second article on this page
for details).
As a natural fibre that is
biodegradable, wool can provide a safe alternative product
and a solution to a crisis that
our scientific community and
governments are only starting
to appreciate.
The challenge for us is to
increase public awareness of
this problem, while at the same
time emphasising the important role wool could play in providing the solution.
In addition to this, I believe there is a need to examine
the possibility of developing a
woollen industry here in Ireland and it is an option the INHFA is currently exploring.
With five million sheep on
the island of Ireland we believe
this can be a viable option that
could be further enhanced by
the importation of wool from
other EU countries.
Currently over 95% of
wool sourced in Ireland goes
to Bradford in the north of
England, which may not be an

NICOLE WALSH
S O L I C I T O R

option post-Brexit depending
on the outcome of the UK-EU
trade talks.
Either way, a woollen
industry based in Ireland creating local employment and
paying a better price to our
farmers is a prize worth fighting for.
In developing an industry
such as this the first requirement is a scouring plant to
clean the wool. While the cost
involved in building of such
a plant is not the issue, the
challenge comes afterwards
through the grit and contaminants in the soiled water after
the scouring and washing process.
Ensuring the proper filtration and treatment of this
water is where the major costs
will be. However, all of this is
achievable and it can be done
without any impact to the environment provided the financial
backing is there to do it.
An additional factor to be
considered when managing
the waste from the cleaning
process is it’s possible use as
slow-release nitrogen in the
growing of rhubarb.
By adopting this approach,
we help develop the circular
economy as promoted through
the CAP Strategic Plan.
Once in place and working we do need to look at what
products we can develop from
wool, and this in itself can create further employment.
While we would expect a
greater requirement for wool
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MICRO-PLASTICS
AND THEIR IMPACT

W

ith synthetic materials such as polyester,
nylon and acrylic accounting for 65% of
our clothes, the micro-plastics leached
from them during washing are finding their way
into our water supply and our food chain.
While estimates vary, it is thought that hundreds of thousands of fibres are released from a
single load of laundry.
The next time you use a dryer, look at the mesh
screen afterwards and check the amount of synthetic fibres on it. These tiny bits of thread from
your clothing have been caught by the screen after
becoming dislodged.
In a similar manner, these fibres come off in the
wash and find their way into the sewerage system.
From the sewerage system the fibres eventually
find their way to our rivers, seas and oceans.
As awareness of the problems caused by these
fibres increases and detection levels improve, micro-plastics are being found throughout the globe
in our water systems, beaches and even polar ice.
In marine life micro-plastics are becoming a major cause of concern as they use up valuable space
in the digestive systems of marine life, impacting
on their food storage and food conversion rates.
Of course, with their widespread prevalence,
micro-plastics are also being ingested by people.
However, as of yet, the long-term impact of this
process is still unclear.

in the fashion industry on the
back of increased awareness of
the dangers of micro-plastics,
there are other options that we
need to explore.
These should include the
use of wool as a thermal and
acoustic insulation, replacing
bubble wrap and other synthetic packaging. It could also
be used as a floor covering and
for furniture. Lanolin is also an
option, which is widely used in
the cosmetic industry.
As the UK exits the EU

there is now an opportunity to
try and establish a woollen industry in Ireland.
This will require support
from the Government and the
EU. If successful, a revived
wool industry can deliver
for the rural economy and,
most importantly, for farmers
through a higher price.
Pheilim Molloy is INHFA
national council representative for Donegal

FARM TRANSFERS
PROBATE
AGRI-LEASES
CONVEYANCING

Providing specialist advice in the West of Ireland
TUBBERCURRY, CO. SLIGO
T: 071-9120569. E: nwalsh@nicole-walsh.com
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INHFA’s 10-point
plan for suckler
sector
T
Vincent Roddy

he INHFA’s 10-point
plan for the suckler
industry which they
maintain can deliver for suckler farmers through improved
price and direct supports was
launched last July.
In this plan the organisation outlines the positive
impact the country’s suckler
farmers have in delivering for
the rural economy and cites
Professor Michael Wallace of
UCD who has estimated that
the suckler herd is worth over
€2.9bn to the Irish economy
and creates 52,000 full-time
jobs.
Professor Wallace pointed
out that sucklers are of greatest

importance in western counties where dairying or tillage is
not an option for many farmers.
Of the 12,300 farmers in
Mayo for example, 9,000 have
suckler cows. In Roscommon,
Galway and Mayo according
to Professor Wallace sucklers
are worth €700m a year and
deliver 12,400 jobs, while in
the five north-western counties
the sector generates €445m
and underpins 8,600 jobs.
This 10-point plan also
distinguishes between suckler-produced and dairy-produced beef, and outlines the
positive impact a suckler cow
has over its dairy counterpart

with regard to addressing
concerns around climate
change and biodiversity loss.
This fact is best illustrated in the Teagasc National Farm Survey from
2017 which showed that on
a per-hectare basis the average beef farm produces less
than half the greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions than the average dairy farm.
The INHFA has identified
other environmental bonuses
coming from the more extensive farming systems favoured
by suckler farmers, especially
in relation to water quality and
the maintaining of sensitive
eco-systems such as the Bur-

Oireachtas members with INHFA at launch of 10-point plan.

ren and our Natura 2000 sites.
In the 10-point plan’s summary the INHFA cautioned
against the immediate threat of
EU trade deals and the impact
of Brexit. However, the farm
body views dairy expansion as
the greatest threat in the medium-term to long-term.
The INHFA pointed out

that for dairy expansion to
continue there is a need to
“encourage suckler farmers to
exit the industry and move into
rearing dairy beef or planting
trees”.
“Already we are seeing a
reduction in suckler cow numbers, driven by lower returns
on the back of falling beef

prices as a result of increased
beef output from the dairy sector,” the plan stated.
Outlined below is a summary of the key points included in the plan. This plan in
full is available on the INHFA
website or by request from the
head office.

A REBRANDED FUTURE FOR
SUCKLER BEEF

INHFA 10-point plan charts the route
to a more profitable suckler sector
Rebranding of suckler beef
The first point addressed in
the INHFA 10-point plan is
a call for the decoupling of
naturally-reared suckler beef
from dairy-produced beef.
The INHFA maintains that
dairy-produced beef continues to be subsidised by our
naturally-reared suckler beef
to the detriment of suckler
farmers and this has to end.
Rebranding this suckler
beef should recognise the
unique farming system that
prioritises quality over quantity, the INHFA insists. Animals reared in nature by their
mother and produced with a
low- or carbon-neutral footprint have to be accepted as a
premium product.
In addition to this, the
organisation is currently
looking at the possibility of
special European status for
this beef under the Protected
Geographical Indicator (PGI)
mechanism. This would give
it a major marketing advantage in mainland Europe and
attract a much higher price.
Market for naturally-reared
lighter carcase beef
In addition to the rebranding
of our suckler beef, the INHFA is also looking at the po-

tential to develop and supply
the market for lighter-carcass
beef from a younger animal
that is naturally reared by
their mother.
“This would reduce the
overall feeding requirements
and help to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions,” the farming
body contends.
Rebalancing of CAP
payments
The INHFA has also called for
significant changes in the nitrates derogations. Currently
there are 6,891 farmers availing of a nitrates derogation
on a land base of 445,200ha,
with a further 7,000 farmers
availing of the option to export slurry off their farm.
The INHFA claims this
derogation undermines the
objectives outlined in the
new CAP programme which
will see Greening being replaced by a more demanding
eco-scheme, and the Basic
Payment Scheme replaced by
the Basic Income for Sustainability (BISS). Essentially,
the focus of the new CAP will
be on helping farmers become
sustainable.
“This does raise questions
for these very intensive farmers availing of these deroga-

tions or those exporting their
slurry,” the INHFA points out.
The INHFA is now calling
for these farmers to be given
the choice between reducing
their stocking rate and holding onto their BISS and other
Pillar 1 payments, or continuing with their current stocking
rate and losing their BISS and
all Pillar 1 payments.
In the event of farmers
choosing to forgo their CAP
payments then a central fund
could be set up to redistribute
these payments.
This fund could be as high
as €200m if most of these two
groups decided to maintain
their current stocking density
and not cut back.
A fund of this size would
provide us with a number of
options such as:
• An immediate top-up of
€40 on all other hectares of
land;
• A further front-loaded payment of up to €150 on the first
10ha for all remaining farmers;
• A coupled support for both
suckler cows and sheep paying up to €150 on all cows and
€30 on all ewes.
Live exports
The best way of ensuring

competition in the market
place is through a vibrant
live export trade. The INHFA maintains that the live
trade has worked in the past
and can deliver in the future
provided it is supported. With
this in mind, the organisation
supports the recommendation
from the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Agriculture for
the establishment of an association by live exporters to
represent their interests and
enhance co-ordination in relation to the live export trade
and for the Minister for Agriculture to offer all available
support.
Beef Cow/Calf Health Plan
Direct support to our suckler
farmers will be required until
such time as there is a better market return delivering
an improved price for stock,
the INHFA insists. This support is needed to ensure cow
numbers are maintained, and
to also ensure that farmers
who know and understand the
stock and farming systems remain in the sector.
While there are nominal
supports available at present
through the BDGP, BEEP and
BEAM, the onerous conditionality associated with these

Naturally-reared suckler beef can deliver a bonus price
for suckler farmers.

schemes has resulted in a very
low uptake.
The INHFA contend that
any new scheme should be
open and accessible to all
suckler farmers. The proposed
scheme which the organisation is currently discussing
with Department officials
would involve a front-loaded
payment of €200/cow on the
first 10 cows, with a digressive payment on the next 15
cows.
In order to qualify the
farmer would be required to
carry out a number of welfare measures and the scheme
would operate in a similar
fashion to the Sheep Welfare
Scheme.
In relation to other aspects
of the 10-point plan, the organisation is calling for:
• The abolition of the
four-movement rule;
• The vetoing by our Gov-

ernment of the Mercosur
trade deal which proposes to introduce 99,000t
of prime South American
beef cuts into the EU market;
• Changes to the board
make-up of the ICBF to
ensure a minimum 30%
representation from the
suckler beef sector and an
external review of the Eurostar ratings as currently
applied to the BDGP;
• The inclusion of suckler
farmers in any future payment from the EU resulting from the uncertainty
associated with Brexit and
any future fallout from the
Brexit process;
• The introduction of a
targeted biodiversity grazing measure to be paid as
part of an agri-environmental scheme in the new
CAP. This should pay up to
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INHFA IS BATTLING FOR SUCKLER
FARMERS AT THE BEEF TASKFORCE
O

ne of the most striking aspects of last
autumn’s beef blockades was the number of suckler farmers involved.
Arguably, the blockades
could not have been sustained
without these suckler farmers,
and yet most of the demands
made related to ensuring an
improved price for the animal
going into the factory.
An improved price would
of course help the finisher,
but not necessarily the suckler farmers who manned these
blockades.
While many of those
negotiating on behalf of the
farmers in the newly constituted Beef Taskforce will argue that an improved factory
gate price will find its way
back to suckler farmers, this
is far from certain.
What is certain is that
some progress has been made
through the Taskforce, despite it not being allowed ne-

Vincent Roddy
gotiate on base price.
This progress did see an
improvement in the finished
price through concessions
secured on bonuses and the
30-month rule.
With regard to the Taskforce and its objectives in delivering transparency and an
improved price, there is still a
long way to go and only time
will tell if the Taskforce is the
vehicle that can deliver this
change.
In assessing the suckler
sector in the overall context
of the beef industry we need
to accept that finished stock
coming from the expanded
dairy herd now represents the
majority of finished beef.
So when people talk of
the beef sector and the Beef
Taskforce it is important to
recognise that they are not

talking of the suckler sector.
Indeed, the suckler sector is
very much in the minority,
which is evident from the
Taskforce discussions.
In the INHFA our objective as a stakeholder in the
Beef Taskforce is to ensure
that suckler farmers interests
are represented.
This has at times left the
INHFA as the lone voice in
the forum, especially when it
comes to ensuring that quality
cattle coming from the suckler herd are rewarded for their
higher quality through a better price and bonus structure.
The INHFA also succeeded in having a direct
support payment for suckler
cows included in the initial
agreement reached last autumn, which the Minister for
Agriculture is compelled to

Thomas Archer (Ballina),
Bunree Road, Ballina,
Co. Mayo. Ph: 096 - 60404

The INHFA 10-point plan for the suckler sector can deliver.

deliver.
For our suckler farmers,
and especially those who
manned the blockades and
showed their determination
to fight for their future, there
is an onus on all representa-

tive organisations and public
representatives to ensure they
have a future.
In the INHFA we are doing more than anyone else to
secure the future of suckler
farmers. The association’s

Archers Castlebar,
Newport Road, Castlebar,
Co. Mayo. Ph: 094 - 9021138

10-point plan for the suckler
industry (as outlined in this
publication) can deliver if implemented.
However, progress on this
needs to start soon or otherwise it will be too late.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Pictures are for illustration purposes only. All items subject to availability.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Prices are correct at the time of
print. VAT inclusive. All rights reserved. E & OE.
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DRIVING ON THE
ATLANTIC HILL
LAMB BRAND
Brendan Joyce

T

he INHFA has continued
its successful promotion
of light lamb through
the Atlantic Hill Lamb brand
which was been developed in
conjunction with Kepak and
Bord Bia.
The initiative started in
2017 and promotes light lamb
with a carcass weight of 1015kg. In the past year farmers
also benefitted from a premium
through the INHFA group for
French lambs that were above
the 15kg specification.
The specification in carcass confirmation and fat score
of ‘O2’ – which is the minimum requirement of the light
lamb market – was something
we have focussed on by educating farmers since the project
began. This process continued
in 2019.
We held a meeting in Achill
where we had lambs of various
stages of finishing where farmers got a chance to handle them
and assess their readiness for
the light lamb market.
A similar meeting was also
held in Glenfarne, Co Leitrim
where Teagasc also attended and again a large crowd of
farmers got an opportunity to
see lambs that were suitable
and lambs that needed further
finishing.
Teagasc also showed data
from their trials in Athenry and

explained the costs involved in
bringing a light lamb forward
with supplementary meal and
showed the potential margin in
store lambs at various weights.
The INHFA also brought a
group of 30 farmers who produce light lamb on a day trip to
Kepak in Athleague and Teagasc in Athenry.
The farmers got an opportunity in Kepak to see a batch
of lambs from the Teagasc trials before and after they had
been killed.
Farmers got to look at them
and see both their live weights
that morning and also got to
see their kill-out weights.
It was also a great opportunity to understand the reasons behind the ‘O2’ minimum
grade and how that impacts on
the final product.
In Athenry the group got to
see the lambs which Teagasc
had bought from several hill
farms in Connemara and Mayo
and finished in several different
ways.
Some were fed on meal
and aimed at the light lamb
market, while others were finished on various forage crops
and grass.
It is critical that Teagasc
continue to develop this project
further as it shows potential for
lowland farmers in finishing
hill lambs.

In addition, it illustrates for
hill farmers the opportunities
they may have in feeding some
lambs and the various costs involved.
This day trip was clearly a
worthwhile exercise and something that we would like to see
repeated again with more farmers.
All of the lambs supplied
to the Atlantic Hill Lamb brand
have to be from Bord Bia quality-assured farms. We have seen
a big uptake in hill farmers
becoming Bord Bia members
over the last year which has allowed this project to continue
to grow.
Farmers sometimes question why Bord Bia certification
is required, which I have to admit I also did at the start. However, having met quite a number of Kepak’s customers for
the light lamb it is clear that the
supermarkets see it as a critical
marketing tool.
Bord Bia attended a number of our events throughout
the year providing information
to farmers on the whole process and again I would like to
thank Declan Fennell and the
Bord Bia team for their efforts
in this regard.
During the Summer Kepak
took some potential customers
out to see farms in several locations in Connemara and Mayo,
and again this was something
that worked really well.
I would like to especially thank all the farmers who

gave their time to show the
visitors around and who did an
outstanding job in selling the
whole story of why our Atlantic Hill Lamb is such a premium product.
Meanwhile, Aurivo representatives also attended a number of events and discussed
the nutritional requirements of
finishing the light lambs, which
again was very informative to
farmers.
I would like to thank both
Justin McDonagh and Tommy
Shaughnessy of Aurivo for attending a number of our events
throughout the year.
Finally, many thanks to all
the farmers who hosted light
lamb information meetings on
their farms through the year. It
was greatly appreciated.
• Brendan Joyce is INHFA
national council representative for Connemara

The INHFA held information meetings where farmers were
shown correctly finished light lamb, and lambs that needed
further finishing.

Quality Assurance and sustainability
giving a real edge to Irish hill lamb

S

pring has finally arrived
and Irish sheep farmers,
Bord Bia and the industry now turn our collective
efforts to maximising the value of this year`s lamb crop in
an increasingly competitive
trading and marketing environment.
Ireland’s future trading relationship with Britain is in
sharp focus again as we fight
to hold on to the hard-won
4% increase in export value
to the UK in 2019, protect our
market share in Europe post
Brexit, increase exports to
newly-won international markets such as Japan and Canada
and progress the access protocol for sheepmeat exports to
China.

In addition, we must defend against any targeting of
the Irish market and capitalise on the very strong support
among shoppers here for our
sheep farmers.
In such trading circumstances Irish lamb must separate itself from competitor
suppliers who make claims
about their own produce and
ensure that we attract the best
customers in the best markets.
The Bord Bia Quality Mark,
underpinned by the Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS) gives
us an edge in satisfying customer requirements around
national and EU regulations,
provenance, quality, food
safety, animal welfare, animal

health, traceability and sustainability.
The continuing support of
the INHFA and our members
for the programme is crucial
to distancing ourselves from
our competitors.

The Bord Bia Quality
Mark

The quality mark attracts
purchasers of our lamb product because it represents a
standard of production that
is independently audited and
assures the consumer that
the food has been produced
to Bord Bia’s highest quality standards, independently
checked at every stage.
This makes it the ‘go-to’ lamb
product for many shoppers
with over 93% of Irish con-

sumers aware of the quality
mark and 73% more likely to
purchase lamb if it carries the
quality mark. Also, by purchasing food with the Bord
Bia quality mark, consumers know where the food has
been produced, processed and
packed.

and SBLAS is down to farmers and we are continually
working with farm organisations and producer groups
to find new ways to make it
more user friendly without diminishing the credibility and
integrity of the mark.

Retail Audit

The new measures include:
• Close-out period to address
issues at farm audit;
• Farmer helpdesk to support
farmers pre and post audit;
• Farm audit feedback on
carbon foot-printing.

The confidence of major
Irish retailers and shoppers
is evident from a retail audit
carried out in autumn 2019
which showed the presence
of QA lamb on sheepmeat
shelves [Stock Keeping Unit
(SKUs)] was well over 90%.

Improvements to
SBLAS

The success of the QA mark

The New Measures

Origin Green

The dedication of INHFA
members to achieving the
highest standards through
SBLAS also contributes

hugely to the success of our
Origin Green marketing campaign in international markets
where customers increasingly
demand fact-based assurances around our production and
processing methods.

Solutions

The customers we target for
Irish lamb and sheepmeat are
prepared to pay a premium
for it because together we
provide them with solutions
around production, processing
and sustainability. With your
support for SBLAS we can
continue to do this through
a strong Q Mark and Origin
Green programme to the benefit of present and future generations of sheep farmers.
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Options for finishing light lambs
ram lambs, exceeded 36kg liveweight then they were retained
and finished to ‘French’ market
specification.
Proper selection of lambs
for slaughter is essential with
this system. The lambs need to
be weighed regularly to avoid
stock falling out of specification
for the ‘light’ lamb trade and
still being under-finished for
‘French’ specification markets.
Where lambs are too heavy
for the ‘light’ lamb market or
reach the correct liveweight
but have insufficient fat cover
to meet market specifications,
then it is necessary to carry
these lambs to finish at 42kg or
more for the ‘French’ specification market.
In our studies over the first
two years approximately 15%
of the lambs initially housed to
be finished as ‘light lambs’ were
sent for ‘French’ market specification, showing the importance
of regular live weighing and
handling of the lambs.
It took approximately 67
days for ram lambs and 74 days
for castrated lambs to finish to
light lamb specification during
which times the lambs consumed approximately 1.15kg of
dry matter concentrates per day
once eating ad-lib.

Frank Campion,
Jonathan Molloy,
Noel Claffey,
Michael Diskin

T

he decision on what way
to market hill lambs
post-weaning is invariably dependent on the availability of grass on the farm.
Post-weaning grass should
be reserved firstly for ewes
pre-mating in order to build
live weight and body condition
score (BCS) so as to improve
pregnancy rates and weaning
rates.
Selling lambs as stores
shortly after weaning is deemed
the most sensible option in cases where the available grass
will only be enough to meet the
demands of the breeding ewe
flock.
However, this can be a hard
decision to make for producers
in years where store lamb prices
are comparatively low.
In such situations the option
to finish hill lambs to lighter
carcass weights of 12-16kg offers an alternative.

Finishing lambs on
ad-lib concentrates

Conclusion

Previous research carried out
in Teagasc Athenry has shown
the potential to finish male hill
lambs to carcass weighs in excess of 18kg while meeting
market muscle and fat score
specifications
satisfactorily
(Claffey et al., 2018).
These authors also demonstrated that hill lambs were
highly responsive to improved
nutrition post-weaning. These
studies have moved recently
towards looking further into finishing lambs to comparatively
lighter carcass weights following ad-lib concentrate feeding.
As with any intensive finishing system, this requires
good flock management to keep
mortality rates low and ensure
lambs are drafted at the correct
weight to avoid selling lambs
that are too light or don’t have
sufficient muscle and fat cover
for processing.

There is potential to finish hill
bred male lambs at lighter carcass weights while meeting
market specifications for muscle and fat cover.
However, markets are
somewhat limited for these
carcasses so it is important to
have a contract for these type of
lambs and careful selection of
lambs for slaughter is essential
to ensure carcasses meet minimum specification for payment.
Future research into finishAgritxt_Flyer_DS5_Audit copy.pdfPage 1

ing lighter hill lambs aims to
look further into the effect of
diet and breed type for these
finishing systems.

Ad-lib concentres (indoor);
Permanent pasture;
Newly re-seeded pasture;

Forage rape;
Kale and hybrid brassica.
Just one year’s data has been

collected so far and the project will run over the next three
years.

Table 1. Effect of lamb sex on lamb performance pre- and post-slaughter.

Finishing lambs using
alternative forages

The hill sheep sector plays an
integral role in the economic
health of rural economies and
the maintenance of the natural
landscape in many of Ireland’s
most scenic areas.
However, the sector is restrained by comparatively low
levels of lamb output and weak
markets for hill lambs.
Recent work carried out
in Teagasc developed a strong
blueprint of the options for finishing store lambs indoors on
ad-lib concentrates.
Further research is required
though into the performance
potential of hill lambs using
pasture swards and alternative
forage crops.
In parts of the country forage crops are seen as a very attractive alternative to high meal
diets or perennial rye grass
swards for store lamb purchasers. However, information pertaining to using these systems is
limited.
A new research project
started in 2019 in Teagasc
Athenry aims to investigate
how using forage crops to finish hill-bred and crossbred hill
store lambs compares to using
grass swards, or to finishing
lambs indoors on ad-lib concentrates during the autumn-winter.
The results from this experiment will lead to guidelines and
targets for use by the industry
in the future when using forage
crops to finish hill lambs.
In 2019 nearly 400 Scottish Blackface lambs were purchased and divided across six
different diets, namely:

25/05/2016

20:47:17

Figure 1. On the left a 14.6 R2 carcass slaughtered at 33.5kg liveweight and on the right a
15.7kg R2 carcass slaughtered at 34.5kg live weight.

Sheep
Scanning Service
Contact Damien Walsh
Tel: 087-9100601
Castlebar, Co. Mayo

Finishing light lamb

The studies undertaken in Teagasc Athenry to ascertain if it
was possible to finish light Scottish Blackface lambs to produce
carcasses of 12-16 kg with a
suitable covering of fat have
been carried out since 2017 and
the performance of these lambs
is summarised in Table 1.
For these studies lambs
were housed after weaning at
an average live weight of 25kg
and slowly built up to ad-lib
concentrate intake. Both wether and ram lambs were used for
the studies and were drafted for
slaughter once they were over
30kg liveweight for wethers
and over 31kg liveweight for
ram lambs.
Where lambs, particularly

C
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All areas covered. For best scanning times,
contact me with ram to ewe dates.
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LAND DESIGNATIONS –
AN EVOLVING AND
COSTLY STORY
Vincent Roddy

L

and designations have
become an increasingly significant feature
of Irish agriculture since the
introduction of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs)
in the 1990s.
Introduced under EEC regulation, these ESAs aimed to
encourage farming practices
which were “compatible with
the requirements of conserving natural habitats”.
ESAs were to make way
for our National Heritage
Areas (NHAs) as we moved
through the 1990s. The NHAs
then became the baseline national designation, and their
introduction saw a significant
increase in the area of land
designated.
These designations were
usually clearly demarcated, with boundaries such as
rivers, roadways, walls and
ditches.
Subsequently, EU designations in the form of the
Natura 2000 network were
introduced on the back of the

habitats directives in 1997.
The new EU designations
took the form of Special Areas
of Conservation (SAC) and
Special Protected Area (SPA)
when introduced. These did
not replace the NHAs but became a further designation on
lands.
Currently, there are over
400 Natura 2000 sites covering over 700,000ha or 13% of
the land area of the country.
The sites are designed to
protect species and habitats, with 28 species of land
mammal, over 400 species of
birds, in excess of 4,000 plant
species and over 12,000 species of insect detailed.
When first introduced at
EU level the Oireachtas had
not passed the necessary legislation to qualify SAC designations. As a result, all Irish
SAC designations were initially classified as candidate
designations.
However, all restrictions
for farmers that related to
a fully ratified Natura 2000

designation still applied.
The process of applying
full SAC status to these sites
commenced in 2017, with the
National Parks and Wildlife
Services (NPWS) contacting
landowners and notifying
them of the new status.
This process is currently
ongoing. So if you are a landowner with an SAC site and
you have not yet been contacted, then the expectation is
that you will be in the coming
year.
For farmers with SPA sites
this ratification process has
already been completed.
IMPACT ON FARMING
In total there are 39 different
actions that require consent
(ARCs) on a SAC or SPA
(Natura 2000) site.
For landowners with Natura 2000 lands it is important
that you are aware of these
ARCs as they will impact on
your farming activity.
While it is unlikely that all
39 actions will apply to any
one site, it is quite probable
that 20 or more will. Landowners who have been noti-

Close to 13% of Irish farmland is designated as Natura 2000.

fied of full SAC or SPA status
will have been informed of
what specific action(s) applies to their sites.
The impact of these restrictions can vary depending on
farming requirements. On a
more benign level they can
delay critical decisions and
actions. However, for some
farmers they have added an
extra cost through the requirement of planning permission for actions such as
fencing.
Where planning permission has been required farmers have often spent in excess
of €4,000 through engineer-

ing fees and employing expert help in developing a Natura Impact Statement. This is
an additional cost that farmers on non-designated land
do not incur. Designations
can therefore undermine farm
profits.
IMPACT ON LAND
SALES
In addition to the added costs
outlined, farmers with Natura
2000 land are now required to
list the designation as a burden on their property folio.
In the event of them selling
this land they must confirm in
writing prior to the sale that

the property is a European
Natura 2000 site and indicate any restrictions that apply to it.
This requirement is having a major impact on the
sale price of designated
land, as was outlined to the
INHFA in discussions with
auctioneers across the west
and northwest.
Findings from these discussions indicate a devaluation of at least 50% on land
with a Natura 2000 designation, with one auctioneer
in the northwest putting the
loss at €2,500/acre.

NEW CAP MUST NOT REPEAT LAND
DESIGNATION MISTAKES
Seán Buckley

S

AC and SPA designations have been
likened to a “land grab” by the State
where farmers retain the deeds to
their farms but have few real rights on
how they can work them.
The INHFA claimed there was growing
farmer anger regarding the level of
restrictions being forced on land owners
by designations.
“For many farmers these designations
are seen as nothing more than a landgrab by the State on land that they may
still have title to but nothing else,” said
INHFA president, Colm O’Donnell.
The INHFA leader claimed the policy
of designations meant the State was
gradually exerting more influence over
land use through increased regulation,
but these designations were actually
increasing costs and reducing the
supports available to farmers.
“If these designated habitats, which
accounts for 13pc of our national land
base, are so important then we need to

recognise this and reward the farmers for
what has been delivered,” Mr O’Donnell
claimed.
“The reward should be a direct
payment of at least €150/ha on every
hectare of designated land and paid in
recognition of the burden imposed by
these designations.”
He added that failure to acknowledge
the efforts of farmers will undermine the
CAP objectives on addressing climate
change and biodiversity loss.
Increased regulation and reduced
income meant the current policy
was penalising land-owners who had
delivered for CAP, Mr O’Donnell said,
while rewarding more intensive farmers
who prioritised production ahead of
nature habitats.
The farm leader said the introduction
of a direct payment on designated land
would restore confidence among farmers
who wanted to continue in delivering for
their “natural environment”.

Farmers are not being properly compensated for designated land.
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Athenry Sheep
Open Day
‘Research Drives Profitability’

Wed,

17 June
th

2020
Teagasc

Athenry
Villages will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grassland
Breeding & Genetics
Flock Health
Nutrition
Hill Sheep
BETTER Farm Sheep Programme
Environment
Forestry
Health & Safety
Education

Sheep Open Day 2020 - 320x250.indd 1

Co. Galway
2pm - 6pm
For more information visit:
www.teagasc.ie/SheepOpenDay

16/03/2020 14:04:54
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Bill Gates doesn’t back donkeys but he’s backing cultured meat

Y

Patsy Daly

ou won’t see him
hanging around the
ring at Ballina Mart
or sizing up cattle at the
sale in Dowra of a Saturday morning. However, Bill
Gates, along with many of
the world’s richest people, is
scrambling to invest in farming.
Or rather, what they see as
the future of farming - cultured meat.
So why cultured meat and,
more to the point, what is cultured meat?
In simple terms, cultured
meat is meat that has been
grown from animal cells in a
laboratory.
Over the last two decades
scientists have developed a
method which enables them
to take muscle or fat cells
from an animal and grow
these cells in a lab in the same
way the cells would grow on a
living animal.
To enable the cells to grow
they are “fed” a mixture of
sugars, amino acids, vitamins
and minerals.
Currently this technology

is only advanced enough to
grow mincemeat, but it is expected that steaks and many
other meat products will be
produced by this method in
less than 10 years.
And the pace of this technological development is
such that production has
moved from the laboratory to
the factory, with these mincemeat cells grown in giant vats
resembling what might be described as a meat brewery.
And what’s more, while
the first cultured beef burger
was produced in Maastricht
University in 2013 and cost
€270,000 to make, it is expected that price parity with
traditional animal production
will be reached as early as
2023.
In other words, it will be as
cheap to produce mincemeat
grown in one of these factories as it is to produce it from
a farm-reared animal.
Currently the technology
is focused on minced beef.
And with over 60% of all beef
worldwide sold as mince, a
revolution in meat production

Lab grown mincebeef could be on price parity with animal produced mincebeef by 2023.
is just around the corner. It’s
time to sit up and take notice.
And there are other reasons
why cultured meat should get
your attention.
Writing in his personal
blog, Bill Gates has said:
“Raising (traditional) meat
takes a great deal of land and
water, and has a substantial

environmental impact. Put
simply, there’s no way to produce enough meat for nine
billion people. Yet we can’t
ask everyone to become vegetarians. That’s why we need
more options for producing
meat without depleting our
resources.”
Obviously, cultured meat

may be the answer.
It’s also expected to greatly reduce the level of greenhouse gas emissions from
meat production – the vats
don’t belch methane.
But it’s not all bad news for
traditional farming.
For beginners, the feedstock for cultured beef has to

be grown somewhere.
Secondly, and more importantly, cultured meat is more
likely to supply the increasing demand of a growing and
richer world population rather
than replacing traditional animal rearing.
And it is likely to target
the lower end of the market
which will still leave a place
for premium meat products.
But this doesn’t mean farmers
can breathe a huge sigh of relief. Far from it. Cultured beef
will bring major changes.
Currently we can’t get a
fair price out of the meat processers and large multiples.
So, heaven help us when we
have to compete with meat
produced in giant farm factories owned by large multinational corporations.
The bottom line is, time
brings changes and, one way
or another, cultured meat is
no longer science fiction. It is
now science fact.
As Star Trek’s Dr McCoy
might put it: “Its farming Jim,
but not as we know it.”
• Patsy Daly is INHFA national council representative
for Leitrim.

Climate change concerns hijacked
by global corporations
G
John Buckley

enuine concerns with
regard to climate
change and biodiversity loss are being hijacked
and exploited by large corporations, the Irish Natura
and Hill Farmers’ Association
(INHFA) has claimed.
The INHFA said climate
change was being used as a
Trojan Horse to radically alter
the structure of global food
production, with farmers being replaced by multi-national
corporations.
“The changing face of food
production could see these
larger corporations replacing
our livestock farmers, with all
of this sold as a positive in the
fight against climate change,”
said Vincent Roddy, INHFA
director of the organisation.
“Farmers, and in particular
our suckler and beef sectors,
are currently being blamed for

the increase in greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions. This agenda has been developed over
the last number of years and
promotes the view that eating
less meat is good for the planet,” Mr Roddy claimed.
“The promotion of this
agenda has resulted in a shift
in food production that now
involves larger corporations
producing high protein options such as insect larvae
(maggots) as an alternative to
meat protein. And for those
who want beef there will be
the option of what is now
termed cultured meat, which
is grown in the lab from the
cell tissue of cattle,” Mr Roddy pointed out.
While these food options
will be marketed on the basis
of their low GHG emissions
– and are therefore perceived
as being good for the planet

– Mr Roddy questioned the
wisdom of “gifting” the production of our food to large
corporations.
“By hijacking the very real
public concerns around climate change, these new entrants to the global food sector are getting an uncontested run, as those who would
traditionally have raised
concerns are now ‘on side’
because of the growing fears
around climate change,” Mr
Roddy maintained.
“The INHFA is not against
the development of new technologies, nor is the organisation telling people what they
should eat. However, society needs to take the time to
understand the implications
for farmers and the consumer of these radical changes,
because when the horse has
bolted it is too late.”

Is it fair that suckler farmers are being blamed for climate change?
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Department taskforce needed to support
farmers through coronavirus

A

coronavirus taskforce
is required to assist
farmers affected by
the condition, the INHFA has
claimed.
“The coming weeks will be
very demanding on all farmers, especially our suckler
and sheep farmers who will
be calving and lambing down
their stock,” said INHFA
leader, Colm O’Donnell.
“This period is stressful for
farmers at the best of times
but the added pressure of poor
ground conditions and the potential risk posed by the coronavirus means many farmers
are in a very vulnerable position,” he maintained.
“Farmers need to know
that support is there if they
contract the virus and are unable to carry on farming. This
support needs to be available
through advice and on the
ground assistance so as to
avoid possible animal welfare
issues,” Mr O’Donnell insisted.
“It is the view of the INHFA that the Department of
Agriculture is best placed to
co-ordinate and deliver this
support.”
The INHFA has called for
the following measures:
• A national taskforce involving Department of Agriculture staff and other stakeholders such as Teagasc,

Farm Relief Service, co-ops
and farm organisations to
work with Government, other agencies, banks etc. and to
oversee a support structure in
each DVO region;
• At national level the taskforce will need to ensure that
farmers with the virus can
easily avail of the State-funded Illness Benefit which will
rise to €305/week and is
now available to the self-employed;
• Flexibility from the banks
and other lending institutions
is required. Loan repayments
may have to be rescheduled
and overdraft facilities extended to provide working
capital;
• At DVO level we need
manned telephone lines that
farmers can contact if sick
with the virus so assistance
can be provided in the form of
advice and farm labour. This
will be required especially in
an area where there is a cluster of cases and the obvious
backup in terms of labour is
not available;
• In order to provide personnel for the telephone lines and
other requirements the Department should suspend all
farm inspections and re-deploy the staff who could work
from home if required with
telephone lines diverted to
their mobiles;

• At county/DVO level there
will be a need for ongoing
co-operation between the
Department, Farm Relief and
other farm labour providers,
Teagasc and the ACA, the
co-ops and the farm organisations to ensure farmers have

the support they need in terms
of labour, fodder and cash.
In addition to the establishment of this taskforce, Mr
O’Donnell said the possible
closure of the marts and meat
factories will impact on farmer cash-flow and he called for:

“There are many people
living and farming alone that
may need support. For those
people it is vital that we look
out for them, make that phone
call or send a message. Together we can get through
this,” Mr O’Donnell stated.

NUMBER ONE SELLING
SHEEP BOLUS IN IRELAND
The best start, with four trace elements
essential for growth and vigour.

Contact Flor:
Irish Sheep Specialist
flor.ryan@animax-vet.com
0868 115560
INHFA has called for a coronavirus taskforce.

• The immediate pay-out of
the balancing payments in
GLAS and the Sheep Welfare
Scheme;
• The re-opening of GLAS
with an up-front payment to
assist the many farmers currently frozen out.

animax-vet.com

Also
available
with
copper

Be sure with

animaxvet

a10018-01 Animax Allsure Lambing 200x129.indd 1

03/02/2020 12:21
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New beef scheme is
a step in the right
direction - INHFA

T

he announcement by
the Minister for Agriculture, Michael Creed,
of a new €35m Suckler Beef
Environmental Efficiency Programme (BEEP-S) has been
broadly welcomed by INHFA
president, Colm O’Donnell.
“The announcement of the
new suckler focused scheme
finally shows a change in direction by Minister Creed
away from cumbersome complicated interventions towards
more simplified practical measures. This will no doubt see a
better uptake by smaller extensive suckler farmers,” said Mr
O’Donnell.
“This new scheme includes a number of key points
from the INHFA 10-point plan
for sucklers launched in July
2019,” Mr O’Donnell added.
The INHFA pointed out
that the beef cow/calf health

element included in the
BEEP-S was proposed by the
association, as well as:
• A higher level of payment
or front-loading on the first
10 cows to attract traditional
smaller producers;
• Meal feeding of calves
pre- and post-weaning;
• Vaccination option on susceptible farms to cover pneumonia;
• Faecal egg testing of the
suckler cow for liver and rumen fluke.
More details of the scheme are
included in the questions and
answers piece below.
“The position taken by
the INHFA within the newly established Beef Market
Taskforce to highlight the requirement for additional direct
support for the suckler cow as
a priority, has been broadly
supported within that forum.

The configuration of the new
scheme was recognition of
the need for a change,” Mr
O’Donnell said.
The INHFA stated that
the core objectives of the next
CAP should facilitate the rebuilding of a resilient suckler
sector capable of:
• meeting the increased
societal demands on public
health;
• animal health/welfare;
• reduction of antibiotic usage.
“This new scheme forms a
solid foundation to build into
the future and I would advise
all suckler farmers to consider participating to ensure the
full €35m allocation is drawn
down and help justify a much
bigger budget that can deliver up to €200 on the first 10
cows,” Mr O’Donnell said.

WHAT FARMERS WANT TO KNOW ABOUT
THE NEW BEEP-S SCHEME

T

he new BEEP scheme has been broadly welcomed by the INHFA as representing a major
shift on the part of the Department of Agriculture to a more simplified support mechanism
for the suckler sector. Below are some of the more
frequently asked questions regarding the scheme.

Do you have to be in BEEP 2019 to apply?
No
Is a Fresian calf bred from a Charolais cow eligible?
No. The bull used must be of a beef breed as defined in the scheme’s terms and conditions.

Who can apply?
Suckler farmers must have one or more beef breed
animals born in the herd between July 1, 2019 and
June 30, 2020.

Does the sire (bull) have to be a purebred/pedigree bull?
No.

What number of animals will be paid on?
Payment will only be made on the number of unweaned calves born on the holding between July
1, 2019 and June 30, 2020 and where the weights
of both the live calf and their live dams have been
recorded and submitted to ICBF to a maximum of
100 calves.
What is the payment rate?
Payment will be €50 for first 10 cow/calf weighing
per herd and €40 per cow/calf weighing thereafter.
Meal Feeding at €30 per calf weighed or vaccination at €30 per calf. Faecal egg testing at €10 per
cow.
How do I apply?
Application may only be made through online facility which will be available through www.agfood.ie
Will there be selection criteria applied if it is oversubscribed?
In the event of oversubscription, there will be a linear reduction to each payment.
Do you have to be in the BDGP to apply?
No, farmers that are not in BDGP can apply

What is the duration of the BEEP-S?
It is a one-year programme for 2020.
Is the reference number of animals for BDGP
linked to BEEP-S?
There is no connection between the reference
number of animals for BDGP and BEEP-S
Will I be paid extra for twins?
Yes, provided weights are recorded for cow and
both calves and actions are taken for both.
When will payment issue?
Payments will commence in quarter 4 of 2020 and
applicants will be paid provided all weightings
have been submitted and information on additional actions have been recorded and where necessary, verified.
Where can I weigh my animals?
The animals must be weighed on your holding.
Animals must be weighed individually and on the
same day.
What are the options available to get scales?
There are two options available to herd-owners
for the recording of weight data as part of BEEP-S.
These are: (i) a Rental model, whereby participants

rent scales from an approved field service agent to
undertake the BEEP weight recording process, or
(ii) Owned, borrowed or using a third-party service
providers’ scales. This is where a farmer can use
their own scales or one belonging to a third party. These scales will have to be pre-registered with
ICBF as per the terms and conditions.
Where can I get details of the rental model locations?
Information is available on www.icbf.com
What is the correct procedure for weighing cows
and calves?
This is set out in the terms and conditions, which
must be followed. ICBF will advise farmers the
most suitable timeframe, based on calving pattern
of each herd.
Where can I enter the weights?
The preferred method will be electronic options including smartphone apps, ICBF webpage and farm
software. An official paper form is also available
from ICBF.
If weighing scales was previously registered does
it have to be registered again?
No, scales previously registered for BEEP 2019, do
not need to be re-registered.
How long do I have to use meal feeding for?
You must introduce meal feeding for a period of
four weeks pre-weaning and two weeks post weaning.
What vaccination should I use?
Veterinary advice should be sought for a suitable
vaccination programme.
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Pillar 2 budgets –
past and present

Vincent Roddy

C

urrently the budget for
This process allows the true, one fact that is clear con- tions, with current EU budget
the Rural Development Agriculture Minister and the cerns the reduction in the bud- proposals indicating a cut of up
Programme (RDP) is Department of Agriculture to get when compared to the pre- to 25% for the RDP. This would
co-financed by Ireland and Eu- deflect criticism when chal- vious RDP that operated from see the Pillar 2 spend reduced
rope at a ratio of 47-53% and lenged on the budget spend on 2007 to 2013.
by almost €150m, leaving an
an overall
of CAP
a particular
scheme inthe
a given
programme
comes
overall reductions,
budget of just €340m.
As
wetomove
intototal
a new
programme
concernThis
is that
we willsaw
seeanfurther
€590m per year.
year. When questioned on such annual budget of €685m, which
Such cuts would have mawith
current
EU
budget
proposals
indicating
a
cut
of
up
to
25%
for
the
RDP.
This
would see
However, this money is details the answer invariably is almost €100m a year higher jor implications for all Ireland’s
the
Pillar
2
spend
reduced
by
almost
€150m,
leaving
an
overall
budget
of
just
€340m.
schemes, and in particular ANC
spread out over the lifetime of trotted out is that the budget will than the current programme.
the programme (2014 to 2020) be spent over the lifetime of the
As we move into a new and GLAS which currently acSuch
have
schemes,
and isin particular
count for an ANC
overalland
spend of
so the cuts
amountwould
paid each
yearmajor
RDP. implications for all Ireland’s
CAP programme
the concern
€470m.
varies.
time
will
tell
if
this
is
While
that
we
will
see
further
reducGLAS which currently account for an overall spend of €470m.

Payments Issued to Pillar 2 Schemes from 2015 to 2019
Scheme

Expenditure
2015
€

Expenditure
2016
€

Expenditure
2017
€

Expenditure
2018
€

Expenditure
2019
(estimated) €

ANC
AEOS
GLAS
Organic
Farming
Schemes
TAMS
BDGP
Sheep
Welfare
Scheme
Burren Life &
EIP Schemes
Knowledge
Transfer
Scheme

206.5m
79.8m
11.4m
8m

206.5m
32.1m
101m
8m

205.3m
16.2m
195.6m
8.2m

228.7m
7.4m
228.3m
10.5m

250m
209m
10.5m

7.6m
29m
0

7.8m
54.6m
0

31.3m
44.5m
15.9m

66.7m
45.8m
17.6m

70m
46m
17.6m

0

1.7m

1.7m

2.9m

4m

0

0

10m

12.4m

12.5m
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The importance
of Pillar 2
payments

A

ccess to CAP Pillar 2 schemes and
payment levels for
these individual measures
are essential for farmers
on the west coast and into
the midlands where the
Basic Payment rates are
well below the national
average.
Pillar 2 is often referred to as the Rural Development
Programme
(RDP) and it includes
many well-known farm
schemes such as the Areas of Natural Constraint
(ANC), Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environmental
Scheme (GLAS), Sheep
Welfare, Beef Data and
Genomics
Programme
(BDGP) and the Targeted
Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS).
Other schemes currently included as part of
Pillar 2 include the Organ-

INHFA CALLS FOR
GOVERNMENT
COMMITMENT ON
CAP SUPPORT

ic Farming Scheme, the
Burren Scheme, Hen Harrier Scheme, Pearl Mussel
Scheme and other smaller
EIP schemes. Previously
the Knowledge Transfer
Programme was also part
of Pillar 2 payments.
Typically, a 30ha hill
farm in the west with 100
ewes could receive over
€8,000 through Pillar 2
schemes such as GLAS,
ANC and Sheep Welfare.
In contrast, a similar-sized holding would
receive less than €5,000
through the Basic Payment
and Greening element of
Pillar 1.
Talk of proposed cuts
in the order of 25% to Pillar 2 funding is therefore
very concerning for farmers. These possible cuts
have been floated in Brussels ahead of the new CAP
budget negotiations.

INHFA calls for Government commitment on CAP support

The Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association (INHFA) is currently seeking a commitment
from all the political parties on the Pillar 2 funding.
INHFA president Colm O’Donnell pointed out that An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, gave a
commitment over two years ago to provide extra State funding to the overall EU budget in
order to ensure there were no cuts to the CAP budget.
“We are now calling on our outgoing Government and our political parties to ensure this
promise is kept. The promised money that can be directed towards Pillar 2 comes to €550m
per year,” Mr O’Donnell said.

T

A new Agri-Environmenparticularly
other
IrishINHFA
Natura and
Hill ments,
Whilehethe
president
accepted
thatwith
a lot
had •changed
since Mr Varadkar made his
Farmers Association member states refusing to in- tal Scheme with a budget of
spending
committments,
particularly
with
other
member
states
(INHFA) is currently crease their EU contributions, €275m similar to refusing
REPS pay-to increase their EU
contributions,
he argued
Ireland
ratio
offarm
national
he argued
that could
Ireland increase
could ingthe
seeking a commitment
from that
on all
of the
with ancontributions to
ratio
of national
all the
politicalPillar
parties2onschemes
the increase
average
the
various
fromthethe
current
47% to
over payment
70%. of €6,000
Authorised
Pillar 2 funding.
INHFA president Colm
O’Donnell pointed out that
An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar,
gave a commitment over two
years ago to provide extra
State funding to the overall
EU budget in order to ensure
there were no cuts to the CAP
budget.
“We are now calling on
our outgoing Government
and our political parties to
ensure this promise is kept.
The promised money that can
be directed towards Pillar 2
comes to €550m per year,”
Mr O’Donnell said.
While the INHFA president accepted that a lot had
changed since Mr Varadkar
made his spending committ-

Phone: +353 (0) 93 49884

Sales - Service - Parts - Hire - Training

contributions to the various
Pillar 2 schemes from the current 47% to over 70%.
“By doing this we can ensure a Pillar 2 budget in excess of €800m which will help
strengthen existing schemes.
It will also help farmers deliver on biodiversity and climate change concerns, while
supporting the family farm
and sustaining rural communities,” Mr O’Donnell said.
With a Pillar 2 budget in
excess of €800m per year we
could prioritise the following:
• Under the ANC we could
increase the budget up to
€300m and through the INHFA 3-point plan deliver a
maximum farmer payment of
up to €5,500;

and a maximum of €12,000;
• A Suckler Cow Welfare
Scheme with a budget of
€160m paying €200 on the
first 10 cows and a degressive payment thereafter. This
would be paid on the completion of specific welfare measures;
• Sheep Welfare Scheme
with a budget of €40m paying €20 on each ewe up to a
specified maximum flock size
and paid after the completion
of specific welfare measures;
• TAMS budget of €30m
prioritising
farm
safety
measures and including the
strengthening and re-roofing
of older buildings.

Toyota Forklift Dealer

Barnaderg, Tuam, Co Galway
Phone: 093 49884
info@reddilift.com
www.reddilift.com
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CONVERGENCE AND HOW IT COULD
IMPACT YOUR CAP PAYMENTS

T

he proposal to flatten
payments through full
convergence by the end
of the new CAP Programme
is an option open to all member states.
This involves the gradual
increase/decrease in Pillar 1
payments over the lifetime of
the next six-year CAP reform
regime.
This will see all Pillar 1
payments converge to a national average of approximately €265/ha. Currently the
EU Parliament have recommended full convergence for
member states that have not
yet completed this process –
19 member states have.
Proposals issued by the
Commission are taking a different approach. They have
recommended that convergence should be at least 75%
of the national average which
in Ireland’s case would be
€200/ha. However, they are
also leaving the option for
member states to introduce
full convergence.
When discussing convergence of Pillar 1 payments we
need to be aware that this will
cover the Basic Income Support for Sustainability which
replaces the Basic Payment

Scheme and the new ecoscheme which is a replacement for Greening.
A payment model or what
percentage of Pillar 1 payments will be used for the
eco-scheme has not yet been
decided on. However, it is
expected to be at 30%, which
is the current Greening payment.
We also need to factor in
the proposed cut to Pillar 1
which could be in the region
of 5%, and an allowance for
the young farmer scheme
which is expected to be 2%,
as well as a National Reserve
allowance – possibly 2%.
All of these will reduce the
national average below the
current €266/ha.
IMPACT OF 100%
CONVERGENCE
As can be seen from the accompanying table, nationally
72,710 (59.3%) of farmers
will gain from full flattening
of payments, with 49,909
(40.7%) set to lose.
Payments to farmers in the
west and north-west will generally increase, with 80% of
Donegal farmers gaining and
85% of farms in Leitrim receiving increased payments.

INHFA members foddering cattle in Co. Leitrim.
Flattening of CAP payments would benefit farmers in the West of Ireland
fer small losses. The big losers will be the 7,575 farmers
over €400/ha.
For farmers that may loose,
the Commission proposal for

For farmers currently over
€200/ha the gains would
be minimal. Likewise over
18,000 farmers between €266
and €300/ha would only suf-

a front-loaded payment model of a minimum of 5% under
the Complementary Redistributive Income Support for
Sustainability will reduce and

possibly remove the potential loss, especially for small
holders with payments of less
than €400/ha.

County Pillar 1 payment rates

County Pillar 1 payment rates 2019
Under €160/ha

Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow

73
725
815
1273
3068
97
2422
1900
226
175
213
824
696
241
149
2744
395
437
386
722
775
526
189
393
203
268
19,935

€161 to €200/ha
€201 to €265/ha
€266 to €300/ha
€301 to €400/ha
€401 to 500/ha
€501 to €600/ha
Over €600/ha
124
389
318
542
106
31
15

576
1064
1253
1588
83
1544
1408
190
216
250
927
716
272
138
1929
354
404
333
885
831
631
219
367
243
252
16,797

1531
2163
3280
1948
180
3447
2252
563
824
684
1117
1644
813
380
3443
990
1117
873
1980
1345
1845
591
954
985
640

758
861
2201
615
102
1805
818
377
673
506
239
740
384
275
1356
679
640
438
873
445
1188
425
469
860
347

35,978

18,392

1

903
828
3438
730
114
2036
903
514
1078
849
193
879
479
383
1440
952
964
616
870
382
1831
679
587
1297
455
23,942

147
124
858
182
20
361
200
107
261
247
31
199
84
96
187
241
260
173
181
61
498
167
115
289
90
5,285

36
23
270
57
3
68
35
29
54
75
10
49
16
16
40
75
78
60
41
7
156
45
36
67
16
1,393

17
14
162
53
8
38
27
23
41
37
5
30
17
24
25
50
49
38
23
6
100
31
14
36
14
897
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AGREEING THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE CAP TRANSITIONAL PERIOD

T

he EU transition regulation which was recently drafted by the
European Commission will
affect Irish farmers over the
next two years.
It was brought into force to
facilitate the continued delivery of support payments to all
European farmers in the period between CAP regimes.
With the current CAP regime due to finish in 2020, a
number of factors such as the
European Parliament elections, Brexit, the EU budget
negotiations, EU presidency
and national government formation are slowing down the
decision-making process.
CAP funding comes mainly via two pillars, the European Agricultural Guarantee
Fund (Pillar 1) and the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (Pillar 2).
In drafting the transitional
regulation, the Commission
has given a number of op-

tions and flexibilities to member states including the option
to continue the internal convergence model which is the
core process for more equitable distribution of direct supports among farmers.
It will be straightforward
enough to rollover Pillar 1
schemes as they are annual
declarations and can continue
without interruption.
However, Pillar 2 schemes
such as GLAS, which are
multi-annual, may become
more difficult to make provision for during the transition
period.
A number of options are
available and are currently
under consideration by the
Department of Agriculture.
One option is to rollover all
multi-annual schemes for one
year. Another option is to develop a new equivalent mini
1-3-year Rural Development
Programme (RDP) using current schemes, with additional

climate proofing of existing
measures.
A third option is to continue with the current programme as is until the new
CAP is in place.
The INHFA have engaged
with the Minister for Agriculture, Michael Creed, and
the Department’s secretary
general, Brendan Gleeson,
lobbying for convergence to
continue during the transition
period and for the re-opening
of GLAS for the 3,000 farmers currently without an environmental scheme available
to them.
During the Dáil election
campaign we hosted five
regional meetings with the
candidates. The association
has since met with the newly elected TDs at our INHFA
‘Programme for Government’
lobbying day to both inform
them about the transition regulation and build support for
our position.

INHFA delegation travelled to Brussels to discuss proposals for the CAP
transitional period.

MAIRÉAD FARRELL TD
GALWAY WEST | GAILLIMH THIAR
E-mail: mairead.farrell@oir.ie
Phone Number: 085 819 7539

Sinn Féin are committed to bringing in the radical changes required
to revive our agricultural sector and to give small and medium
sized farms a chance to survive and flourish. Among the key
measures Sinn Féin would implement in government are:
•
•

Establish a Commission on the Future of the Family Farm
Reform the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to support lowerincome family farms including an end to all direct payments
in the next CAP to factories and feedlots; limiting direct
payments to €60,000; begining convergence immediately;
and ensuring reasonable notice is provided for farm
inspections
•
Support sheep farmers through higher ewe
payments and €25 million in the ANC Scheme
• Support Beef farmers with €200 per cow
for the first 15 cows in the herd
• Take on the beef-processing sector that is
pushing family farms out of business
• Increase in the self-employed tax credits
for farmers to €1,650 in line with PAYE
workers
•
Ending unfair trading practices
(UTPs) in the food sector including
arbitrary penalties or conditions such
as four-movement and 30-day limit
as well as a ban on below-cost selling
of fresh food products by retailers.
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ASSESSING THE
ECO-SCHEME
OPTIONS FOR
PILLAR 1
Colm O’Donnell

E

co-schemes
are
schemes for the climate
and the environment
which will be a mandatory element of CAP 2021-2027 for
all European member states.
The European Commission has included in its CAP
legislative proposals that all
member states make provision for eco-schemes in their
CAP strategic plans. These
schemes will be voluntary
for farmers and must be fully co-ordinated with specific
CAP objectives.
These objectives include
climate change mitigation and
adaptation, sustainable energy
development, efficient management of natural resources
such as water, soil and air,
protection of biodiversity,
enhancement of ecosystem

services, and preservation of
habitats and landscapes.
Member States must define eco-schemes as a payment granted either for incentivising and remunerating the
provision of public goods by
agricultural practices beneficial to the environment and
climate, or as a compensation
for the introduction of these
practices. A list of these practices must also be established.
Member States may decide to set up eco-schemes as
‘entry level schemes’. For example, there could be an ecoscheme for high nature value
(HNV) farmland including
Natura 2000 designated lands
and lands of similar nature,
which could be a condition
for taking up more ambitious
rural development commit-

ments in Pillar 2 with perhaps a ‘Grazing for Carbon’
scheme.
Financial support for ecoschemes will take the form of
an annual payment per eligible hectare granted as either
a payment additional to the
basic income support or payments compensating beneficiaries for all or part of the
additional costs incurred and
income forgone as a result of
the commitments entered into
by the farmer.
While the Commission
hasn’t indicated what level of
the overall CAP Pillar 1 budget is to be allocated to ecoschemes, the European Parliament agricultural committee
(COMAGRI) has indicated
that it should be at least 20%
of direct payments.
It is quite likely that this
percentage will rise further
during trialogue negotiations
between the Commission, the

Payments under the eco-scheme mechanism in the next CAP will make up between
20% and 30% of the total payment.
Parliament and the Council of
Ministers, to perhaps reach
30% which is the current level
for the Greening Scheme.
The Commission has clarified to the INHFA that the
eco-schemes will not be subjected to internal convergence
as is currently the case with
the Greening scheme, where
farmers are receiving massively different payments per

hectare for carrying out the
same measure on their farms.
For the activity of retaining Permanent Grassland
as a Greening measure one
farmer currently gets €48 per
hectare and another gets €210
per hectare. This is unfair
and must be addressed by the
Department of Agriculture in
the CAP Strategic Plan when

structuring funding levels for
the eco-scheme.
A uniform payment per
eligible hectare with a maximum upper limit is the only
credible methodology to
adopt, whereby all farmers
are treated equally, and suitable practical measures are included for both extensive and
intensive farming systems.

60% to gain from full
flattening of payments

S

Oifig Dáilcheantair, Sráid Tobar an Iarla, Gaillimh
Constituency Office, Flood Street, Galway
*********
Fón / Phone: 091 562846
Ríomhphost / Email: eamon.ocuiv@oireachtas.ie
www.eamonocuiv.ie

ixty per cent of farmers
will benefit from a full
flattening of CAP payments to €265/ha, and this
increases to 72% for farmers in Connacht and Donegal, the INHFA has claimed.
INHFA president, Colm
O’Donnell, said full convergence of CAP payments is
currently supported by the
European Parliament and
is also the payment model used in 19 of the 27 EU
member states.
“A fairer CAP deal and
the flattening of the CAP
payments through full convergence was the main demand of over 1,000 farmers
who attended a series of
meetings held by the INHFA
through January and February,” Mr O’Donnell said.
The INHFA has estimated
that full convergence could
deliver up to €45 million in
additional funding to the
west and northwest.
“While concerns have
been raised by farmers with
small holdings on above average entitlements, there is
the option of a front-loaded
payment model that all EU
countries will have to implement which should help
protect a further 20% of
farmers,” Mr O’Donnell explained.

A fairer CAP deal and the flattening of CAP payments
is supported by INHFA members.
“Although the majority
of farmers stand to gain,
there will be major resistance to any changes in
the make-up of these payments,” the INHFA leader
conceded.
“However, the idea that
we would continue to make
payments to farmers for
stock held during the reference years of 2000, 2001
and 2002 is no longer credible,” Mr O’Donnell maintained.
“With all farmers in the
new CAP subject to specified terms and conditions
through the GAEC regulations then there is a need to
ensure the payment model

reflects the effort and obligations required from them,
which is why we believe in
a flat rate payment.”
The
INHFA
leader
stressed the need for fairness in the new CAP programme and pointed to the
payment model currently
applied to the Greening
payment as one that must
not be repeated.
“Under this model farmers throughout the country
receive radically different
payments ranging from
€48/ha to €210/ha to deliver the same outcome –
the retention of permanent
grassland,” Mr O’Donnell
said.
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Don’t throw all farming systems
to the wolves
Mícheál McDonnell

I

reland’s upland farming systems have been developed
and fine-tuned by generations of hill farmers. These systems have delivered for farmers
in terms of the income generated through the sale of stock, and
for the environment through
increased biodiversity and the
sequestration of carbon on their
extensive blanket bogs and wet
and dry heaths.
For those of us who are actively farming these areas, we
do so in the expectation that
we can continue to generate a
farming income, while at the
same time delivering for the
environment and for our rural
communities.
For some in Irish society
the uplands represent the ideal
location for a fantasy research
project where wolves can be
re-introduced. However, hill
farmers don’t see the need to
reintroduce any species to help
manage the uplands, because
the right managers are already
in place, though they are under-valued. These managers are
our upland farmers.
As the debate on climate

change intensifies a very simplistic future for the country’s
uplands centered on the idea of
re-wilding has gained traction
in some quarters. This concept envisages the removal of
livestock and the cessation of
farming activity to allow these
upland areas go wild.
To many outside of farming
such an approach is attractive as
it allows nature take its course,
while removing methane-producing animals – what is not
to like? But the flaws in such
idealistic thinking are obvious
to those of us who understand
the uplands.
The diverse biodiversity on
the hills, which in many areas
forms part of the Natura 2000
network of designations, exists
because of traditional farming
practices which involve grazing by cattle or sheep. Remove
these animals and you will impact on the biodiversity.
In addition, the removal of
these grazing animals will result in the uplands becoming
overgrown in a very short timeframe, creating a serious fire
hazard.
As well as the obvious dangers that widespread fires pose,
as illustrated in Australia last

year, these fires endanger wildlife, destroy biodiversity and
release thousands of tons of
carbon. All of the things we are
trying to avoid.
So when we examine it, even
the most die-hard environmentalist would have to accept that
cattle and sheep are essential
management tools for our uplands.
And while evolving food
tastes may result in increased
consumption of non-meat products, there will still be a high requirement for meat. In this market, lamb and beef produced
on Ireland’s uplands through a
low-input and extensive farming system with a zero-carbon
footprint can become a premium product attracting a premium price.
The question is why is this
not happening?
What are the options?
In order to develop this product
we need our national advisory
and marketing bodies to:
(i) Identify this meat as a
high-value product;
(ii) Deliver on the science to
identify this, especially in relation to the carbon sequestration
on our uplands;

(iii) Look for PGI status on this
meat.
Currently we are expected to
compete with food producers
such as beef feedlots that can
benefit from economies of scale
but have a very high carbon
footprint.
To ensure a premium price
we need our national advisory
and marketing bodies to get serious about ensuring consumer
confidence in these naturally-reared products.
One option that needs consideration is the blockchain
technology adopted in Norway. This model tells the story
behind each product based on
facts and data stored in a public
blockchain.
By scanning any product
consumers can instantly dive
into aspects that interest them
such as quality and environmental impact to social respon-

sibility and ethical integrity.
For years our upland farmers
have been delivering top quality
beef and lamb through environmentally sustainable farming
practices, it is now time that this
was recognised.
We need to show that hill
farming is a method of farming
that contributes positively to
climate change.
Follow the facts
As a farmer operating in an area
rich in biodiversity, with high
carbon storage and pristine water quality (82% of our drinking
water has its origin in our uplands), I feel aggrieved to hear
all the farming bashing in the
national media.
While all farmers are tarred
with the same wide brushstrokes, there is certainly a need
for hill farmers to differentiate
their modes of production from

the mainstream.
Similarly, hill farmers must
recognise, and use to their advantage, the fact that consumers
want to know where their food
comes from and how it is produced.
The sheep and cattle on our
uplands and on our high nature
value farmland are overwhelmingly reared in free-range,
non-intensive systems which
rely on natural grasses and produce far lower emissions than
other farming systems.
This positive message needs
to be trumpeted to the media
and marketing companies.
In an era where media soundbites and catchy hashtags get
the most attention, upland
farmers are appealing to the establishment to #blame the how
not the cow.
• Mícheál McDonnell is a hill
farmer in Mayo and INHFA
national secretary
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RURAL IRELAND NEEDS
A GOVERNMENT FOR
CHANGE
Matt Carthy TD

Migration and
defence are taking
money from farming

T

he General Election
on February 8, 2020
was seismic for Ireland, and particularly our
rural communities.
For the first time constituencies across rural
Ireland and every county in
the state now have a Sinn
Féin TD. While in Donegal
Sinn Féin took 45%, the
people of Mayo, Galway
and Roscommon are for
the first time represented
by Sinn Féin TDs.
In my own constituency of Cavan-Monaghan
people returned two Sinn
Féin deputies for the first
time. The hold which Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael have
had on power in this State
has been broken.
But how has this
change come about and
what does it mean?
People were looking
for change, and for once
they believed real change
was possible. They turned
to a party they trusted to
stand up for them and deliver on the things that
most mattered to them.
For far too long communities across rural Ireland have felt left behind.
Family farmers in particular just haven’t got a fair
deal. People living in rural
communities have not experienced the recovery that
the outgoing Government
had so long talked about.
For many people they actually had less disposable
income than four years ago

26

Luke Ming Flanagan MEP

because the cost of living
has continued to rise.
For decades Fianna Fáil
and Fine Gael governments
have failed to invest in rural Ireland. Our towns and
villages have been allowed
to decline as services were
lost and garda stations and
post offices were closed.
Young people continue to
migrate to cities for work
because graduate jobs are
still predominantly in major urban areas.
On the doors during the
campaign there was also a
palpable sense of anger in
relation to rocketing insurance premiums. The insurance rip-off has hit people
in rural Ireland particularly
hard because we rely on
private cars to get to work
in the absence of adequate
public transport. Voters
saw that the only people
standing in their corner on
this issue was Sinn Féin as
Pearse Doherty took on the
Northwest Express October, 2019

PTZ
camera
system
starting s
from
€450

Call into our new showroom on the Sligo Road Tubbercurry Co. Sligo.
Opening Hours 9.30am to 5.30pm.

insurance industry.
Sinn Féin has been
clear and consistent. It’s
time to give workers and
families a break. It’s time
to fix the housing crisis,
to cut rents, to restore the
retirement age to 65 and to
ensure fair incomes and a
secure future for our family
farmers. On this platform
on February 8 we secured
the largest share of the
vote.
We now want to form a
government for change that
delivers on this platform.
We
are
currently
talking to other parties and
independent TDs. I have
been part of that negotiation team that is working to
see how we can put together a government that delivers the change that people
have voted for.
These talks will continue to intensify over the
coming weeks. However,
many voters I have spoken to since the election,
including those who have
voted for Fianna Fail and
Fine Gael, are disappointed
that these parties continue
to rule out talking to Sinn
Féin.
This situation cannot
continue indefinitely. We
are facing many challenges
and we need to put in place
a government. No party
should be dragging this
process out or impeding
the formation of a government.
So, we are on the verge
of something new and exciting – a government for
change where the voices
of ordinary people, and especially the voices of rural
Ireland, are heard in the
corridors of power.
It is a unique opportunity that should not be
wasted.

T

he CAP and the current discussion on the
Multi-Annual Financial Framework (MFF) or
EU budget are intrinsically
linked.
This was especially evident during the most recent
European Parliament debate
on the MFF where agriculture
was mentioned repeatedly in
a majority of MEPs’ contributions.
The European Council
president, Charles Michel,
even remarked that agriculture was proving to be a
significant priority for some
member states and named it
as one of the causes that led
to the breakdown of the latest
round of MFF negotiations
back in February.
The MFF sets out the
overall budget for the EU. The
structure of the EU budget is
different to that of national
governments in that they do
not run a budget deficit or
borrow to fund spending initiatives. Member States pay
in a percentage of their Gross
National Income (GNI). This
is currently set at 1.16%.
This contribution makes
up the bulk of the EU budget, along with some other
resources, and this funds all
EU programmes and commitments.
For the 2021-2027 programming period the Commission proposed a long-term
budget equal to 1.11% of EU
27 gross national income
(GNI). This compares to
1.16% in the last programming period.
There is an ongoing discussion on the final budget to

be agreed upon between those
who want to limit or reduce
the budget and those member
states that wish to see an increased budget to address the
environmental issues that we
face.
Most analysts agree that
after the usual midnight
session to hammer out the
eventual agreement, the final
figure will be a marginal decrease on the current budget
after new ‘own resources’ are
added in.
What does this mean for
the agricultural budget?
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is one of the
oldest common EU policies,
in place since the Treaty of
Rome in 1958.
This funding replaces
much of the national spend
in this area, notwithstanding
some co-funding required in
some of the programmes.
While much is made
of the budget deficit due to
Brexit, the facts are that the
overall EU budget, although
not finally agreed on yet, is
foreseen to be only marginally down on the previous
round due to the increased
‘own resources’ the EU will
collect.
The critical issue that people should be aware of, is that
it is the shifting of priorities
not the lack of funds that is
causing the reduction in CAP
spend.
The figures speak for
themselves. Under heading
lll of the MFF titled ‘Natural
Resource and Environment’
which funds agriculture, the
EAGF which funds direct
payments is cut 10%, the EA-

FRD which covers Rural Development is cut by 25%.
It is also worth noting
here that the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) that comes
under this heading is reduced
by 13%.
Compare this with heading lV titled ‘Migration and
Border Management’ and
heading V ‘Security and Defence’ these see an increase of
117% and 627% respectively.
This is where the funds
are going, a deliberate shift in
resources to fund other sectors.
This move is a serious
turning point for the peace
project that the European
Union has always claimed to
be. Instead of investment in
agriculture, education, etc.
the money - that they claim to
have less of - will go straight
to the defence industry.
At play here also is the
manipulation of the agenda in
advance of the CAP reform.
The constant narrative of
devastating cuts and reduced
budgets is designed to manage and reduce expectation
that the historic inequalities
in the distribution of the CAP
funds will be addressed in this
reform.
Farmers should not allow
themselves to be drawn into
this cul-de-sac.
We can and must lobby
for the maximum possible for
the CAP budget.
We must also be absolutely clear, the size of the budget
and its distribution are different issues.
Irrespective of what budget is allocated to Ireland,
the CAP must be distributed
fairly to all farmers farming
all types of land. It must also
address the inequalities of the
past.
Member States have also
an opportunity here to add in
national funding in Rural Development if they so wish.
Ireland is one of the
countries that committed to a
higher rate of GNI contributions, up to 1.3%. This would
amount to an estimated €600
million in extra contributions
annually.
The opportunity exists for
the government of the day to
put the extra resources they
were willing to give to the
EU budget into rural development plans, which would easily exceed any shortfall that
may arise.
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BREXIT PHASE II - WAR OF WORDS,
BEFORE WAR ON THE HIGH SEAS?

Mairead McGuinness

I

t took only a week of negotiations between the EU
and the UK on their future relationship for the EU’s
Michel Barnier to admit that
there are serious differences
between the parties.
But all is not lost, as he

pronounced the talks had been
very constructive.
The difficult issues to surmount relate to fair competition - a ‘level playing field’ on
trade, on criminal justice, law
enforcement, governance and
fishing.

For Irish farmers and the
agri-food sector a good deal is
vital to protect existing markets and avoid heavy tariffs
on agricultural exports in the
event of a no-deal.
No one is expecting an
early conclusion to the talks.
However, the UK is threatening to walk away, if the
talks are not satisfactorily advanced by June.
Extremely difficult discussions since the UK referendum in June 2016 have focused on the three core issues
of citizens’ rights, budgetary
contributions and the situation
on the island of Ireland.
We reached a deal on
these issues, an international
treaty that must be fully implemented, and monitored to
ensure that it is.
Now the EU is looking to

the future relationship it wants
with the UK. It’s not just trade
issues that have to be resolved, there will be a focus
on security, data protection,
services and fisheries.
The EU is well used to sitting down with other countries
and reaching mutually beneficial trade agreements. Parties
start discussions far apart and
generally come together. On
Brexit the UK has been bold
about its intention to diverge
from the EU. Brexit, it is proclaimed, is about taking back
control of everything and not
accepting any EU rules - rules
that the UK was, ironically,
active in creating, enthusiastically in many instances.
The EU’s condition for
access to the single market
without tariffs or quantitative
restrictions is that the UK

signs up to follow EU rules
against unfair subsidies to industry.
Standards are also a key
part of trade agreements, protecting consumers and producers. The UK is insisting on
diverging and not accepting
any EU standards. It is more
difficult to agree a deal with a
partner who comes to the table determined to be different.
It’s also difficult to see
how such a deal can be done
within 10 months. We know
the UK’s stated position - it
will not ask for an extension
of the transition period and, if
things are not going their way
by June, may stop negotiating
and prepare for trade on WTO
terms.
There are many potential
flash points in negotiations,
including fishing. The UK

wants to take back control
of its territorial waters, yet is
insisting that we should continue to buy their catch. This
raises the potential of a trade
war that is fought primarily at
sea.
Irish farmers are justifiably concerned about the future, knowing that on 1 January 2021 things could be very
different with our agri-exports
to the UK trading on WTO
terms; and with our beef,
dairy, mushroom and other
agri-exports to Britain facing
the imposition of duties.
This is a situation that I as
vice-president of the European Parliament, along with Michel Barnier and his team, am
working to avoid.
• Mairead McGuinness is
First Vice-President, European Parliament.

CAP BUDGET PROPOSALS NOT ACCEPTABLE

Charlie McConalogue TD

A

griculture
remains
a pivotal element to
economic and societal
progress. It is the cornerstone
in every rural parish and its interests must be prioritised and
safeguarded.
However, the last year and
beyond has seen Irish farmers
crippled by low prices, market
volatility, lack of profitability,
increased regulatory requirements and labour shortages to
name but a few. It has been an
incredibly challenging period
in which to operate a farm enterprise.
Combined with this, stark
challenges remain on the international front with an EU trade
deal with South American beef
producer nations, a UK exit
from the EU, as well as meeting our climate change responsibilities.
CAP payments are the
backbone of Irish farming,
sustaining rural communities,
ensuring food security, with
payments making up around

75% of total Irish farm income.
Farm families and rural parishes nationwide will be bitterly
disappointed and worried for
their futures following the proposal to cut the next EU CAP
budget post 2020 by 14%, with
an even bigger reduction when
inflation is taken on-board over
the seven-year period.
The most recent European
Council MFF (Multiannual Financial Framework) EU Budget proposals for the 2021-27
period outlines funding for the
current CAP programme of
€329 billion.
CAP funding as a share of
the total EU budget will decrease to 30% overall, if this
cut remains.
Alan Matthews, professor
emeritus of European Agricultural Policy at Trinity College,
says that the cuts applied to Ireland would lead to half a billion
reduction in our allocation over
a seven year CAP window or
close to €80 million annually.
In percentage terms, this

would equal a 3% cut to direct
payments and a massive 12%
cut to the Rural Development
Programme.
Any CAP cuts would impact adversely on Irish farm incomes, undermine the sustainability of rural communities
and lead to land abandonment.
It is not acceptable to see any
cuts to direct payments, at a
time when farmers are being
asked to do more actions with
less financial supports.
If in government, Fianna
Fáil will do everything within
its power to reverse the cuts at
EU level and ensure payments
are maintained.
The next CAP must also
ensure the continuation of additional incentives for environmentally beneficial farming
practices and the reduction of
our carbon footprint.
However, farmers need to
be financially supported to attain this objective.
It is vital that the Teagasc
plan “An Analysis of Abatement Potential of Greenhouse
Gas Emissions in Irish Agriculture 2021-2030” to reduce
GHG emissions in agriculture
is implemented. Teagasc’s plan
sets out a clear pathway via 28
specific abatement measures.
Finally, a UK exit from the EU
is a clear and present danger
to the Irish agri-food sector,
representing one of the biggest
risks to farmers, exporters and
jobs since the foundation of the
State. A ‘no deal’ scenario is
still not off the table.
Market disturbance funding under CAP, as well as the
revision of state aid rules to
operationalise grant aided
schemes must be examined in
order to protect farmers and
food companies from a hard

Brexit in the absence of no
deal.
If in government, Fianna
Fáil will fight to reverse the
CAP cuts, prioritise targeted

supports to suckler farmers,
introduce a National Food
Ombudsman and work with
stakeholders for a new farmer
friendly
agri-environmental

scheme.

Charlie McConalogue TD
Tel: 0749373131 (Carn Office),
0749177282 (Letterkenny Office).






For all your farm accounting
and taxation needs, please call
us to see how we can help you
plan for a brighter future.
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WEST & NORTHWEST MARTS AND SALES 2020
BROCKAGH/ CLOGHAN CO-OP MART
Co.Donegal
Enquiries to: 086 8180014/086 8719609
Sheep sales on Monday’s (every fortnight until July and
weekly after).

SPECIAL SALES

These are the dates for the up coming marts in Milford Mart.

Sept 11th:

Breeding sale (all breeds)

Sept 18th:

Brockagh Perth Blackface annual sale of
Ewe lambs, Hoggets & Aged ewes
Enquiries to Bridie on 0868719609

Sept 25th:
		
		

Brockagh Swaledale & Mayo Blackface annual sale
of Ewe lambs, Hoggets, Aged ewes, Ram lambs &
Rams. Enquiries to Patrick on 083 4668950

Oct 2nd:

Breeding sale (all breeds)

Oct 9th:

Annual Ram sale

Oct 10th:

Brockagh Perth Blackface annual sale of
Ram lambs, Shearlings & Aged rams

Oct 12th / 17th:

Breeding sale ( all breeds)

17th August
31st August
12th Sept
10th Oct
7th Nov

Breeding Sheep Show & Sale
Milford Sheep Show & Sale
Weanling Show and Sale
Cow Maker Day
Junior Calf Show and Sale.

Sheep Marts are held on Monday evenings and Cattle Sales on
the alternative Wednesdays
Weanlings Sales are held every other Saturday in Feb, April and
May, every Saturday in March.
Weanlings Sales every Saturday from Sept to Dec.
Any queries give John a ring on 087 1277 884 or 074 9153255

Carndonagh 074 9374555 / Buncrana 074 9361975 / Moville 074 9382233
Drumcliffe, Co. Sligo, t/a Bens Topline Hardware

071 9163133

Limavady, Co. Derry, t/a Limavady Agri & Build Supplies (L.A.B.S)
Inishowen Co-Operative Livestock Mart

048 77444555

074 9374154 / 086 6076987

Inisleigh Co-Op Farm Foods

Suppliers of









Agricultural Suppliers
Builders Providers
Hardware Merchants
Paints & Accessories
Electrical & Plumbing
Lister Sheep Shearing Equipment
Security & Calving Cameras

Top Quality Cattle & Sheep Feed

Services Provided
 Wool Buyers
 Haulage of Goods
 Transport of Livestock
 Seed Potato sales
 Bulk Feeds
 Soil/Silage Sampling
 Grass Sugar Testing
 Parasitology Tests
 BVD Samples sent weekly
 Sheep Tag Ordering
 Certified weighing of vehicles
 On Farm Nutritional advice

INISHOWEN MART FUEL GROUP

074 9156271

Mart Sale Dates
May Sales
Cattle – 4th & 18th
Sheep – 2nd, 16th & 30th

June Sales
Cattle – 1st & 15th
Sheep – 13th & 27th

July Sales
Cattle – 6th & 20th
Sheep – 11th & 25th

August Sales

Cattle – 3rd & 17th
Sheep – 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
Breeding Ewe & Ram Show & Sale – 25th

P.S.R.
Licence
No.with
001482
Supplying Mart and
Co-Op
customers
tractor diesel and home heating oil on a weekly basis. Contact Harry on 086 6076987 for more details.
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WEST & NORTHWEST MARTS AND SALES 2020
maam cross mart
Connemara Pony Sales

special sales
5th

July

Maam Cross Connemara Pony
Show

3rd

Aug

First Monday Cattle Sale @ 11am

TBA Aug

Special Mule Ewe Lamb Sale

28th Sept

Weanling Show & Sale @ 5pm

3rd

Oct

Easter Mon 13th April
Monday

3rd June TBC

Sunday

6th September

Sunday

6th Connemara Foal
Show & Sale

Special Blackface Breeding Ewe
Show & Sale @ 11am

Regular Sales
Saturdays @ 11am

4th

Oct

Special Blackface Breeding Ram
Show & Sale @ 12pm

Mondays @ 6pm from 10th Aug

17th

Oct

Texal Ram & Show Sale

OFFICE Hours:

26th Oct

Cattle Show & Day Sale @ 11am

27th Oct

Maam Cross Big Fair

Monday: 9am-3pm
Thursday: 4pm - 7pm
Saturday: 9am - 3pm

Telephone: 091 552254
Mobile: 087 7714555
Email: maamcrossmart@gmail.com

Mayo/Sligo Mart, Crossmolina Road, Ballina, Co. Mayo.
Phone No.: (096) 22555/22558
Web: www.mayosligomart.ie
Licence 002934

BULLOCKS, HEIFERS, COWS, WEANLINGS & ALL SHEEP
EVERY TUESDAY STARTING AT 10.30AM.
- Ring 1 Bullocks starting at 10.30 followed by bull weanlings.
- Ring 2 Heifers starting at 11.30.
- Ring 3 Sucks at 10.30 followed by cull cows/springers/
cows & calves.
Sheep start at 10.45

Good food served all day,
every day!

Accommodation

Food

Special Occasion Dining

Our Famous Carvery Served
Every Sunday From 12:30pm
Live Music Every Sunday 3pm - 5pm
Peacockes Hotel, Maam Cross, Connemara
T: 091 552 306 | E: info@peacockes.ie | W: www.peacockes.ie

CONNEMARA LIVESTOCK SALES
IRELAND 2014 LTD
T/A CLIFDEN MART.
Galway Road, Clifden, Co Galway

Cattle, Sheep and
Connemara pony sales.

CATTLE SALES EVERY FRIDAY.
All enquiries contact Padraic
email: padraicheanue@gmail.com

DATE TO NOTES
Annual Multibreed Pedigree Sale on Saturday 11th April
Live Lamb Weight Sale starting in May & every Thursday.
See www.mayosligomart.ie for further dates in 2020.

Booking for SALES via the Office numbers on
09622555 & 09622558.

DM Auctions

(including Dowra Marts)

Auctioneers, Valuers, Estate Agents & Livestock Salesmen
Our Offices are located in
John St., Sligo, Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim & Dowra Mart, Co. Cavan

We specialize in House & Land sales.
We conduct valuations and facilitate the sale &
lease of Entitlements.
We manage Land & Property lettings in Sligo,
Leitrim, West Cavan & South Donegal.

Tel: 071-9161055 / 087-2535435
Email: info@dmauctions.ie

Tel: 095 21861/ 087 2485422
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THE BENEFITS
OF LAND-DRAIN
FLUSHING
James Calvey

W

etter weather is
causing huge drainage problems for
all land users, from farmers to
sports grounds.
The problems are exacerbated by the fact that many
land drains are blocked and
unable to function effectively.
Land drains are created us-

ing perforated underground
pipes, usually covered with
broken stone. Surface water
soaks down through the stone,
through the perforations in
the land drain pipe and flows
to an open drain close by.
Over time the land drains
collect sand, silt, roots from
plants and in certain areas

minerals from high-mineral
soils. This causes a restriction
in water flow and if left untreated will eventually cause
the pipe to become completely blocked.
Due to the heavy soils and
high annual rainfall levels experienced in the northwest of
Ireland, almost all farmland,

Land drain flushing machine

golf courses, football pitches, race courses and amenity
areas will have at least some
land drains installed.
As there is practically no
land drain flushing being
done at present, even locating
the pipes can often prove difficult.
Once located, the drains
are often found to be blocked
with debris or blocked as a
result of damage caused by
heavy machinery etc.
The current solution to
clean land drains is to manually push rods up the pipe,
this is a time consuming and
labour-intensive
operation
and usually has only limited
success.
However, land drain flushing is another option.

Flushing iron deposits from pipe

Land Drain Flushing Services
Agricultural, Commercial, Domestic & Sports Grounds

LandDrain
Flushing.ie

Land drain flushing employs a specialised land drain
flushing machine manufactured by Homburg in Holland.
Homburg are world leaders in
the manufacture of this type
of equipment and have a great
deal of experience in land
drain flushing since much
of the ground in Holland is
drained.
In simple terms, the machine, which is tractor driven,
consists of a 300 meter roll of
plastic piping (30mm diameter), a high flow, low pressure
water pump, a robotic arm to
present the nozzle at the entry point of the land drain, a
guide nozzle which enters the
land drain, and a hydraulic
motor to drive the nozzle up
the land drain pipe.

The standard nozzle has
one forward and three backward spray projections which
dislodge any mineral deposits, roots, sand and silt and
other debris inside the land
drain pipe. The high-volume
flow from the pump then
flushes this material out.
Ironically, one of the main
requirements for the land
drain flushing process is a
good supply of reasonably
clean water. Ideally this supply is in a nearby drain or
stream and the machine draws
the water through a filter and
suction hose. In the absence
of a nearby supply, water can
be drawn to the machine in a
bowser or clean slurry tanker
etc.

Advantages:
Financial
Installation of new land drains can cost up to €9/m, not including the cost of
re-instating the grass surface and the associated loss in production while waiting
for the reseeded grass to grow. Land drain flushing costs only a fraction of this
and there are no re-instatement costs.
Economic
Better functioning land drains result in drier soils. In areas of high rainfall and
heavy soils this means more productivity, increased fertiliser utilisation and better productivity.
Environmental
Land that is well drained has less surface water run-off, therefore less soil erosion, less poaching and less fertiliser being washed away. The carbon footprint is
significantly lower than if new drains are installed.
Low pressure/High volume
Care must be taken when flushing older land drains. Both plastic and clay pipes
become brittle with time. The flushing process uses a low pressure but high-volume flow pump to ensure no damage to the aging pipes.

Flushing and Unblocking of Land Drains

Our Customers

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Blocked drains flushed & cleaned
Land drains with perforated pipe
Old land drains with clay pipes
Septic tank percolation pipes
Tracker to pinpoint blockages

Farmers
Sports Grounds - GAA/Soccer/Rugby Pitches
Golf Courses & Race Courses
Amenity Areas
Domestic Septic Tanks
Commercial & Industrial

www.landdrainflushing.ie
Call James on 087-3365307

Tubbercurry, Co.Sligo E: info@landdrainflushing.ie

Liver fluke
The incidence of liver fluke increases greatly in wet conditions. Drier soils as a
result of land drain flushing helps reduce this problem.
• Landrainflushing.ie provide land drain flushing services in the northwest of
Ireland. Contact James on 087-3365307 for further information or visit www.
landdrainflushing.ie
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No shortage of options
with the Beef Shorthorn
John Flynn

T

he distinctive red,
white and roan of the
Beef Shorthorn is always a sight for sore eyes behind any hedgerow.
This versatile breed offers a
lot to any beef farming enterprise.
The Beef Shorthorn is a
hardy functional cow of medium size and suited to all
pasture types including the
challenging terrain on Irish
hill farms.
Their long winter coat
makes the Shorthorn ideal for
out-wintering and these coats
also make them very tolerant
of incessant rain.
They also have an excellent
temperament, which makes
them a very easy and safe
breed to work with. This has
extra significance these days
given that farm safety is now
a top priority on all holdings.
Shorthorns have a friendly
inquisitive nature and are a
relatively safe breed for hill

farming, especially if they
encounter hill walkers who
sometimes may have very little knowledge of how to deal
with cattle.
They also have excellent
feet and legs which makes
them quite agile on any rocky
terrain.
I have witnessed this first
hand in the Burren on numerous occasions where they can
navigate their way over rocky
crevices with ease.
The Beef Shorthorn is renowned the world over for
having adequate amounts of
milk, which is vital for the
rearing of a top quality calf.
Too much milk can be as
difficult to manage as too little.
One of the key performance indicators for sucklers
in the future will be the weaning weight of the calf versus
their dam’s live weight. The
Beef Shorthorn excels in this
department.

They are easy fleshed animals on pasture and this becomes even more important
when you are farming on
marginal land. As such, they
would be described as low
maintenance.
With margins so tight in
beef production at present,
and even more so on challenging land types, a low-maintenance animal is the difference
between staying in business
or going under.
When it comes to cross
breeding there is no other
breed that is as versatile. The
Shorthorn crosses so well on
so many breeds, from Limousin to Charolais in the continental breeds, and to Hereford, Angus and Galloway
cattle in the traditional breeds.
The Shorthorn/Galloway
cross being a highly sought
after combination, with the
Blue Grey well documented
as easy fleshing and early maturing.
With regard to early maturing, this is going to become
a very important trait in the
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Beef Shorthorns have a nice easy temperament.
era of climate change, as the
pressure mounts to reduce the
carbon footprint of our cattle,
while farming practices will
have to facilitate greater biodiversity.

The Beef Shorthorn has a
very important role to play in
the future of cattle breeding in
Ireland.
• Further information at
www.irishshorthorn.com

where you will find all the latest news on sales and events,
and also our latest sire booklet to see all the current bulls
available.

Mairead McGuinness MEP
First Vice-President of the European Parliament

A Strong Voice
in Europe
For more about my work visit:

www.maireadmcguinness.ie
Mairead McGuinness MEP

www.eppgroup.eu
@MaireadMcGMEP
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Loneliness, and how we
ALL can help
Mary C. McDonnell
JIM’S STORY:
Jim lives three miles from a
small village in the west of
Ireland. He has a nice home
on a quiet by-road, where he
can see his neighbours passing occasionally, waving as
they pass.
Jim, who is 79 years old,
is alone almost all of the
time.
The only voices he hears
some days are those of Paul
and Tommy on Mid-West
Radio. The postman calls
some days and delivers
snippets of news from the
village and beyond.
Jim wasn’t always old, he
wasn’t always isolated, and
he wasn’t always lonely.
He doesn’t resent or bemoan his age or the inevitable aches and afflictions that
age brings. It is the loneliness and isolation that he
cannot bear.
This loneliness and iso-

lation did not happen to Jim
overnight; numerous events,
some seemingly minor, accumulated until he reached
this point.
He has lived alone since
his parents died many years
ago. He farmed his modest
holding all his life. He was
always sociable and enjoyed
weekly trips to the mart to
check how the prices were
going, while catching up
and swapping stories with
friends from throughout the
region.
He wasn’t a heavy drinker
but as a single man he inevitably spent many nights in
his local pub, playing cards
and discussing local issues.
A sore back and some heart
trouble meant that looking
after his livestock became
too difficult and the farm
had to be handed over to his
nephew.
Giving up driving due to

cataracts was a huge blow.
He was then dependent on
others for lifts, trips to the
mart then seemed like an
unnecessary indulgence and
became scarcer.
Trips to the pub also became scarcer, with few options for transport.
Suddenly his way of life and
all his social outlets were
out of his reach.
His nephew does his best,
he calls when he can and
does a few jobs around the
house but time is always
scarce for him.
On the other hand, time is
all Jim has. Days stretch out
ahead of him, each one the
same, the nights are even
longer.
He hears all about rural
crime, and worries and wonders when it will come to his
door.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR FARMERS,
THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY

UTILITY DISCOUNTS HELPING
RURAL IRELAND PROSPER!!!
Get €100 off your first electricity bill
Save up to 26% off your electric and gas bills
We Have Excellent
Telephone/Broadband/Mobile Phone
Offers
Mob: 083 033 5568 Tel: 094 964 2118
Email: farmersgroup@utilitydiscounts.ie
Website: www.utilitydiscounts.ie

Between 7% and 9% of older people in rural Ireland suffer from chronic loneliness.

The Facts about loneliness:

Jim’s story is not a unique one, a recent
report by the Irish Geriatric Society
reported that between 7% and 9% of
older people suffer from chronic loneliness.
Factors such as poor health, reduced
mobility and social isolation all contribute to loneliness.
Recent medical research has confirmed that loneliness is as harmful to
health as smoking 15 cigarettes per
day.
It is linked to the development of
conditions such as high blood pressure, heart disease and stroke.
Being chronically lonely can also
contribute to the onset of depression
and dementia.

What we can do to tackle
loneliness in our communities:

The good news is that small changes
and gestures made by individuals can
make a significant difference to people
like Jim.
A lift to the mart, the pub, local card
games etc., calling in for an occasional
cup of tea, involving him in community
events can be invaluable.
Some of the factors which contribute
to loneliness in rural Ireland can undoubtedly be blamed on governments
and social policies, and the paucity of
funding for community resources.
However, solutions can actually be
found and driven by our rural communities.
Community and charitable initiatives such as befriending services,
community transport links, men’s
sheds, active retirement groups, social
activities organised in community centres, can be lifelines for older people.
Pilot schemes such as community
led taxi services to enable people to

get to and from their local pub have
been very successful in providing access to this vital (though often underestimated) social outlet for many rural
people.
The role of technology in addressing
the problem of loneliness and isolation
in older people is being explored in
medical and social research throughout the world and is showing some
promising results.
The charity Alone provide a service
which is intended to bring technology and community supports to older
people’s homes to enhance people’s
security and connectivity. While technology is not a substitute for human interaction, simple technological devices
(mobile phone, pendant alarms, security cameras, tablets) can make a person
feel safer and closer to others.
The importance of trying to prevent
the decline into loneliness cannot be
underestimated. A small intervention
at any stage in Jim’s pathway may have
helped prevent this decline.
These simple gestures may seem inconsequential, but to the older person
who is vulnerable and isolated these
gestures can literally be lifesaving.

Take Home Messages:

• Between 7-9% of older people in
rural Ireland suffer from chronic loneliness;
• Being lonely is as harmful to health
as smoking 15 cigarettes per day;
• Individuals and communities can
play a vital role in preventing and tackling loneliness in our older neighbours
and friends.
Mary C. McDonnell
BSc Physiotherapy,
MSc Neurology/Gerontology
Senior Physiotherapist
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We need to revisit decentralisation

C

Brendan O’Malley

harlie McCreevy announced his intention
to relocate 10,300 public servants based in Dublin to
53 locations around the country during his Budget speech
of 2003.
The plan, which got a positive reaction from rural Ireland, was ridiculed by some
senior politicians, most notably Dr Garret Fitzgerald and
John Bruton.
The latter even suggested that “this was the single
greatest act of administrative
and political vandalism since
the foundation of the State”
and argued that if implemented would destroy “one of the
greatest institutions of the
State”, the country’s civil service.
Unfortunately, the ambition
of McCreevy’s proposals was
never realised, and what we
got was a piecemeal attempt
at decentralisation that has
since seen some of those jobs
brought back to Dublin.
So when proposing the
need to revisit decentralisation
we need to firstly identify why
McCreevy’s plan failed, and
what needs to be done to address these failings.
I believe there were a num-

ber of factors which undermined McCreevy’s plan.
The rushed nature of the announcement was the first mistake made. When McCreevy
outlined the decentralisation
proposal in the 2003 Budget
it literally came as a bolt from
the blue.
Senior civil servants were
unaware of the plan – as was
most of the Cabinet, apart
from four fellow ministers.
This clearly annoyed the national media who pride themselves on knowing everything,
and also the senior civil servants who felt sidelined by the
announcement.
In Government departments opposition to the plan
grew, with senior staff across
most departments actively
hostile to the changes.
However, what has transpired since is the desire by
many civil servants for a move
out of Dublin as was illustrated in transfer requests in autumn 2017.
These requests showed
700 civil servants looking for
a transfer out of Dublin, with
only 29 looking for a transfer
into the capital.
While these figures didn’t
specify any civil servant rank,

it could fairly be assumed that
those in higher management
positions were not the ones
looking for a move. This is
why any future proposal to
decentralise will need much
more buy-in and much better
communication.
The second factor related
to how the process happened,
especially with regard to the
decentralisation of entire departments.
The 53 proposed locations
that subsequently increased
to 58 were always going to
scatter the civil servants too
wide. This had the potential to
impact on the delivery of services, and was also a deterrent
to civil servants who had ambitions of promotion.
In addressing this we need
to reduce the number of locations to possibly one per
county. In the case of entire
departments being moved, one
specific location has to be established where the main functions of that department can be
carried out, with this ‘centre’
being supported by two to
three regional hubs.
The blatant hostility shown
by the Dublin-based media to
the decentralisation was the
third factor which undermined
the decentralistion process.
Clearly any government
that proposes a revived decen-

Policy and planning in Ireland is too Dublin-centred.

tralisation plan will need to be
willing to take on the national
media.
However, if the recent
election has shown us anything it is that the power of
our national media has been
diminished in recent years.
In decentralizing many of
the state’s Government departments to the regions we
will see an immediate impact
in those areas.
This will come through the
influx of money from numerous wage packets which will
help to stimulate business
development, as well as supporting other services that are
in situ. However, by moving
out entire departments the
most significant impacts will

come later.
Currently, there is a Dublin-centric thinking inside
Government, the media and
the civil service.
This trio is the holy trinity when it comes to national
planning and deciding what is
important.
If anyone doubts this, then
all they have to do is look at
the narrative since the election. Despite health being cited as the major issue of concern in the election exit poll,
housing (which was second)
dominates the agenda.
Indeed, if housing was a
problem solely in Galway and
Cork you have to ask would
it even feature as an issue for
the Dublin media?

Could decentralisation rebalance thinking in the upper
echelons of Government?
Some believe it will.
With Government departments based outside Dublin,
there is a better chance that
the thinking of senior staff
will change as officials are
influenced by their immediate
environment.
This more than anything
else is why we need to decentralise as many Government
departments as possible.
Imagine if the Department
of Finance was shifted west
of the Shannon, would the
cost of the national broadband
strategy be an issue then?
We can but hope – and
dream.

Charlie McConalogue TD

working hard on behalf of farmers
Dáil Éireann, Leinster House,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
T: 01-6183331
Constituency Office: Chapel St.,
Carnaonagh, Co. Donegal
T: 074-937 3131
Constituency Office: Market Square,
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
T: 074-917 7282
E: charlie.mcconalogue@oir.ie
/CharlieMcConalogue
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A new agri-environment
programme for Connemara

T

Despite the talk of a housing crisis, there are still 200,000 vacant houses in Ireland

FAILED REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
IS TO BLAME FOR
HOUSING CRISIS
Vincent Roddy

O

ver the last number of
years, we have seen
the homeless crisis
continue to grow. Initially a
problem in Dublin, it now
features in other urban areas.
Building more houses is
the solution outlined by most
commentators,
including
many national media outlets.
This seems quite plausible,
until you analyse the most
recent figures available and
see that in 2017 there were
198,358 homes empty, which
according to the Simon Community accounts for 13% of
our total stock.
Where these vacant houses are located won’t come as
much of a surprise.
According to the most recent census the counties with
the highest level of vacant
houses per 1,000 of population are Leitrim, Roscommon,
Mayo, Donegal and Sligo,
counties that are in the west
or border regions.
These are the two most
economically disadvantaged
parts of the country, accounting for just over 8% of the
state’s income.
While our politicians and
civil servants grapple with
the homeless crisis, we need
to ask if the policies and other
solutions proposed are being
fully thought through, for
Dublin and also for rural Ire-

land.
As the population in Dublin and the east coast continues to expand, the housing
problem is just one issue. We
are also seeing major pressure
in relation to transport, water,
waste services, schools and
other amenities.
Contrast this with our rural areas, and especially the
Border, Midlands and West
(BMW) region, where there is
an ongoing exodus to the east.
This internal migration continues to depopulate the west
and northwest, resulting in
vacant houses and the closure
of schools, post offices and
garda stations.
If there was ever a need
to reassess a national policy,
then now is the time and this
is the issue.
Dublin doesn’t need any
more people, but rural Ireland
does.
We don’t need to build
more schools in Dublin because we have them in our rural communities and the money we will save here we can
spend on a rural regeneration
programme for our towns and
villages.
The money we plan to
spend in bringing water from
the Shannon to Dublin we can
spend in delivering broadband. While the money needed for the Rebuilding Ireland

Programme can be used to
improve our transport infrastructure in the regions, encourage multi-nationals to locate in the regions, and, most
of all, create more jobs in the
regions.
With a vibrant rural economy and an improved transport network our regional
airports can prosper and we
won’t need a second airport to
service Dublin.
The money saved here can
be used to help deliver on our
climate change obligations
and avoid potential fines,
while also creating a ‘Just
Transition’ fund for farmers
and workers impacted by new
climate change policies.
The vision for a new Ireland outlined here is possible,
but it will need a strong Government with new thinking;
and one committed to delivering this kind of change.
There would also need to
be buy-in from our senior civil servants and leadership of
the kind shown by TK Whitaker.
In Project Ireland 2040
there is a plan that outlines a
spatial strategy for the country
up to 2040. There are many
aspects of this plan that will
need to be revisited to ensure
the expected growth in population will happen outside of
Dublin and its commuter belt.
Indeed, the re-drafting
of this plan would be a good
starting point in addressing
the issues outlined.

he North Connemara Locally Led
Agri-Environmental
Scheme (NCLLAES) is a
new European Innovation Partnership run by
FORUM Connemara CLG
and funded by the Department of Agriculture
through the rural development programme
2014-2020.
The NCLLAES is a project that covers two Special Areas of Conservation – the Maum Turks
and Twelve Bens mountain ranges.
These mountain ranges are made up by important habitats such as
blanket bog and wet and
dry heaths. These habitats are home to many
important and rare species of flora and fauna.
Running from spring
2020 to winter 2022, the
scheme will incorporate
traditional hill farming
practices with new methods and new agricultural
technology.
The aim of the scheme
is to increase the ecological and economic
sustainability of upland

farming in the region.
The scheme is results
based, where farmers
will be incentivised for
completing
objectives
such as:
• Improving and preserving the ecology of
their farmland;
• Improving the productivity, health and marketability of the area’s
Blackface Connemara/
Mayo mountain sheep;
• Create management
groups to increase local
level management of the
uplands and networking
opportunities in the project area;
• Create a control and

removal plan for rhododendron ponticum from
the individual farms in
the project area;
• Increasing the local agricultural and ecological
knowledge through educational programmes for
primary, secondary and
green cert students.
The NCLLAES is a new European Innovation Partnership run by FORUM
Connemara CLG.
FORUM Connemara CLG is
a local development company working to improve
the social and economic
viability of the Connemara region.

FORUM Connemara CLG. is a Local
Development Company whose main aim is
the economic and social development of the
Connemara region.
Forum Connemara CLG
Letterfrack, Connemara, Co. Galway, Ireland.
Registered Charitable Status No. CHY9925,
Info@forumconnemara.ie
+353 (0)95 41116

Proudly Supporting
Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association
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Tackling hearing TOUGHER LINE ON
loss in Irish farming RURAL CRIME

H

earing loss is a common problem in Ireland, with one in six
people suffering from some
degree of the condition.
Hearing loss can be
caused by over exposure to
loud noise, it can be hereditary, or it can be brought on
as a result of an accident.
Why should farmers and
agricultural workers be
concerned about hearing
loss?
• Hearing loss from exposure to high levels of noise
is common among farmers
and agricultural workers.
• Hearing loss from noise is
permanent and irreversible.
• Hearing loss causes loss of
life quality for farmers and
farm families.
• For most farmers, hearing
loss occurs gradually over
many years and may only
be noticed once it is a serious problem.
• Hearing loss from noise can
be prevented.

Declan O’Brien

What are the sources of
hazardous noise in
agriculture?
Hazardous levels of noise are
produced by many kinds of
agricultural equipment, including:
• Tractors
• Combine harvesters
• Livestock
• Chainsaws
• Firearms
• Grain dryers
What is too loud?
Any noise that leaves you
with ringing in the ears or a
temporary reduction in your
hearing is too loud. If you
are in a noisy location, and
you have to raise your voice
above a normal speaking
voice just to be heard, the
noise is too loud.
How can farmers protect
their hearing?
Exposure to noise can be controlled in many ways. The
following are common methods for agricultural workers:
• Reduce sound levels. When

selecting new equipment,
ask about sound levels and
pick the quietest option.
• Isolate yourself from noise.
Working
in
motorised
equipment equipped with
cabs or enclosures will reduce noise exposure. Open
tractors, loaders, and ATV
expose operators to more
noise than similar equipment with enclosed cabs.
• Perform routine equipment
maintenance. For example,
fixing mufflers on engines,
lubricating bearings, and
replacing worn parts will
reduce noise levels and improve farming operations.
Get your hearing checked
Audiology Medical Services –
Ireland’s leading independent
audiology specialists – recommend that after the age of
45, you should have a hearing
test every three years.
Audiology Medical Services offer free adult hearing
screening tests at all their
clinics nationwide. Call 1800
501 501 for an appointment
or visit www.audiologymedicalservices.ie

T

he granting of suspended sentences to criminals who have used
violence and intimidation has
been questioned by the INHFA.
The hill farmer representative body also claimed that
the merits of providing free
legal aid to repeat offenders
should be examined.
In a hard-hitting assessment of rural crime, the INHFA claimed there was a
growing problem of vulnerable people being intimidated
into handing over cash.
“In addition to thefts
there has been an increase in
recent times in the targeting
of vulnerable people for direct cash payments through
ongoing intimidation,” said
INHFA spokesman, Vincent
Roddy.
“This type of crime is
starting to feature more frequently especially in rural
areas. But the real concern
is that due to the nature of
the crime, and the victims involved, it is substantially under-reported,” he explained.
“There is an urgent need

to change the law in addressing this type of crime because
those involved are generally
not first-time offenders,” Mr
Roddy said.
“As a starting point, bail
should not be given if there
is a previous conviction. We
also need to look at the merits
of providing free legal aid to
repeat offenders, and the role
of suspended sentences where
violence and intimidation featured,” the INHFA spokesman maintained.
Mr Roddy said the ongoing targeting of rural areas
by criminals, with the theft of
farm equipment and most notably quad bikes and trailers,

was taking a heavy financial
toll on the farming community.
The INHFA said criminals now appeared to be
working to a structured plan
which involved areas being
staked out and watched by
gangs, before they instigating
a series of robberies.
“While Gardai in association with community alert
groups are having a positive
impact in increasing awareness and preventing some of
these thefts, there is a definite requirement for more
resources to improve and expand these groups,” Mr Roddy said.
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SOME TIPS TO
FOLLOW WHEN
YOU’RE BUYING
THAT 4X4

B

uying a farm jeep is
possibly one of the
most expensive outlays from a farmer’s pocket.
Making the right decision and
getting the right vehicle to
suit your budget and needs requires careful consideration.
Hopefully this article will
help with some of the more
practical considerations.
Whether you buy a new
or second-hand vehicle will
obviously depend on your
budget and in this area it’s all
about the money.
Buying a new vehicle
can mean peace of mind as
the manufacturer’s warranty
will apply normally for two
to three years, but extended
warranty packages may be
also purchased.
A word of warning here
though, the manufacturer’s
warranty often excludes fric-

Austin Kearns
tion components and normal
wear and tear.
An example would be
a vehicle driven outside its
design limits or with parking
brake applied or clutch or
transmission damage due to
towing loads in excess of its
design limits.
Another factor that needs
to be considered here is the
financing options. Some good
value can be taken from 0%
financing and personal credit
plans (PCPs), but be aware of
the deposit or large ‘balloon’
payments required at the end
of agreement.
Buying from the UK has
been a preferred choice for
many farmers. Always perform a good vehicle back-

ground history check and
many companies such as the
RAC or AA will do an independent pre-purchase inspection appraisal, even video
linking on any issues found
on-site before you travel.
Also bear in mind the vehicle registration tax (VRT),
whether VAT is due on the
vehicle, and the fluctuating
value of sterling. Many Irish
companies will transport the
vehicle from seller to your
door for a fixed cost.
Buying a used vehicle can
mean significant savings. The
old advice of buyer beware
though, very much applies, as
it does to most other purchases. Some points to take into
consideration are included in

the second half of this article. private vehicle with seats.
Please bear in mind the
What is the vehicle going Many sports utility vehicles maximum towing weight
to be used for?
(SUVS) may be suitable for includes the gross braked
This
is
a
another
critical
both, but their
towing
weight of
of athe
One critical factor that is often overlooked
is the
legal ability
towing capacity
car empty
or jeep.trailer
This
question.
may be unsuitable for your and its contents.
information is given on the manufacturer’s identity plate located on the vehicle along with the
There are many different requirements.
Always refer to the manvehicle
number (VIN)One
or chassis
number.
types ofidentification
jeeps on the market.
critical
factor that ufacturer’s
recommendaWill the vehicle be used as a is often overlooked is the le- tions contained in the vehiPlease bear in mind the maximum towing weight includes the gross braked weight of the empty
farm workhorse only or will it gal towing capacity of a car cle handbook for braked and
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a family trans- or jeep. This information is un-braked allowed towing
port as well?
given on the manufacturer’s weights.
Always refer to the manufacturer’s recommendations contained in vehicle handbook for braked
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An example ID plate with
and
un-braked allowed towing weights. An example ID plate with vehicle and towing allowed
ation as there are significant vehicle along with the ve- vehicle and towing allowed
maximum
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road tax differences
between below:
hicle identification number maximum weight is illustrata commercial vehicle and a (VIN) or chassis number.
ed below:
Example VIN number
FIG 2 MINUS FIG 1
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CAPACITY
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Both Toyota Land Cruiser and Hi-Lux are available to view
or test drive in our showroom here in Hazelwood in Sligo.
Finance available from 3.9%APR and trade ins welcome.
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A basic checklist for those looking to
buy a second-hand jeep or 4x4
Austin Kearns

B

uying a used vehicle
can mean significant
savings. However, the
old advice of buyer beware
very much applies. Below are
some points to take into consideration and some simple
checks that could save you
money and trouble.
Some Irish coastal areas
have salt spray from the sea
and many inland areas in
Britain use salt to prevent ice.
Both of these can cause corrosion of the vehicle’s underside and cause costly repairs.
Many vehicles are being
sold nowadays as low mileage
vehicles when in fact they are
not. The development of digital speedometers has made
the process of ‘clocking’ or
reducing a vehicles mileage
more prevalent. Walk away
if the seller cannot provide
some form of service history for the vehicle or proof of
mileage.
Always perform a reputable vehicle history check before you purchase any used
vehicle. This will check for:
• Any outstanding finance on
the vehicle;
• Was the vehicle ever written off in a crash (although
this can be inaccurate);
• Mileage discrepancies or
clocking.
A quick check that can be
carried out free of charge on
any British-registered vehicle (Britain only, not Northern Ireland or Republic of
Ireland). Available at https://
www.gov.uk/check-mot-history
But the best approach is to
hire a qualified mechanic to
come and check the vehicle
with you. This professional
can also access the vehicle’s
electronic control systems to
look for hidden issues, and
check the mileage readings
shown on the dash.
If you can’t get a mechanic
to do a pre-purchase inspection, then follow these steps.
These are guidelines only and
cover many of the important
considerations but not everything.
• Firstly, never hand over
cash on the side of a road to
anyone.
• Always meet the seller in a
bright area, preferably at their
business or residence, bringing someone with you for a
second opinion and back up if
needed.
• Have a good look around
the vehicle, armed with a
torch, noting freshly painted

areas and the ‘gaps’ or spaces between panels. Incorrect
or uneven gaps may indicate
previous or poorly repaired
accident damage.
• Check the vehicle’s identity (VIN) number. It will be
stamped on the vehicle structure. Also check the secondary VIN identification which
is normally visible at the
bottom corner of windscreen.
Check they both match the
VIN number on the vehicle’s
logbook.
• Always be conscious that
this could be a ‘cloned’ vehicle, which is a vehicle with
a copy of a legitimate jeep’s
numbers and ID. Pay particular attention to the stamped
number on the vehicle. If
there are any signs of tampering, then walk away.
• Check the logbook itself,
make sure its the original and
the name on it corresponds
to the seller. Also ask for any
spare keys, as it’s not uncommon for dubious sellers to sell
a vehicle and then come back
to the new owner’s address
later and steal vehicle with a
spare key.
• Do not purchase a UK vehicle without its full V5 logbook as without this it can’t
be re-registered in Ireland.
• Check the vehicle’s service
history matches the vehicle.
A vehicle’s service history
book can be false or might
have been bought online. A
quick phone call to the garage
named on book can often tell
a lot.
• Check current and previous
DOE/NCT test certificates
and corresponding mileages.
• Open the bonnet and if
possible check oil and coolant for levels and quality.
Never open a cooling system
cap when hot. Have a good
look at the coolant reservoir
for oil contamination. Look
at the oil level on the dipstick
if possible, a low oil level can
indicate poor maintenance or
a vehicle using too much oil.
Too much oil can indicate
possible oil dilation due to a
failing fuel injection system.
Remove the oil filler cap, it
should be clean, and with the
engine started there should
not be excessive pressure
there. At this point you could
also look for accident damage and corrosion along inner
wings and chassis rails.
• Have a good detailed look
everywhere under the vehicle
for corrosion and oil leaks
etc. Sometimes a freshly

undersealed vehicle can be
masking serious corrosion or
accident damage. Check the
full chassis frame and tow bar
mounting points for corrosion
and cracking. Oil leaks or
suspiciously clean or washed
mechanical components warrant further investigation.
• Always try and see the
vehicle starting from cold.
Switch on the ignition and
ensure the check warning
lights come on. Ensure they
extinguish after it starts. If
any system check light comes
back on again with the engine
running, or while driving, that
indicates a problem with the
electronics of the system involved and may be a costly
repair with today’s complex
vehicles. Check that the oil
pressure warning light goes
out immediately after starting. If this doesn’t happen
it could mean costly engine
repairs due to insufficient oil
pressure and internal engine
damage. In addition, listen for
rattles or knocks on starting
the vehicle, and feel for any
vibration through the clutch
pedal.
• If the vehicle has an automatic transmission then
check the fluid level if possible and it should not be too
dark a colour or smell burned.
This can indicate costly worn
friction components inside
the transmission.
• Ensure your insurance covers you and take the vehicle
for a good test drive, going
up and down through all the
gears and listening for suspension rattles and bearing
and axles whining or droning
noises. Gears should engage
smoothly whilst up-shifting
and down-shifting.
• If the vehicle has an air
suspension system fitted then
check for warning lights on
the dash and that the vehicle
remains level at standstill and
does not drop prematurely after being switched off. If possible raise and lower it and
check for leaks or perished
suspension airbags.
• Check the tyres to see if
they are worn, perished or
wearing in an uneven fashion.
They can be a significant cost
if they all need to be replaced.
• Have a look at exhaust tailpipe for excessive smoke on
start-up or acceleration. Also,
ensure that the vehicle’s temperature gauge does not pass
the midpoint of travel.
• Check the four-wheeldrive system to ensure it is
engaging and disengaging.
With electronic systems this
can be verified by the warning lights on the dashboard

and by driving on grass to
check its operation.
Remember to always use
safe methods for checking
the vehicle and be aware of
the hazards associated with
a running engine and vehicle

components.
Finally, always ensure
that your vehicle is serviced,
maintained and tested correctly and to the manufacturer’s standards. A well serviced vehicle will keep main-

tenance and break downs to a
minimum.
Happy motoring.
• Austin Kearns is a lecturer
in motor engineering at GMIT
Galway. MSc. Env. Sys., BSc.
Tech., B.A. Ed., MIMI.

WORKHORSE POWER
NISSAN NAVARA

Visit Cooney Motors
Boyle, Roscommon
(071) 967 0000
info@cooneymotors.ie
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Drones are a useful addition for hill sheep farmers, but they are a significant investment.

Is the drone the new sheepdog?

Raising awareness
for our rural
L
communities

John King

et’s dispense with the
headline stuff first; will
a drone replace a good
sheepdog or walking through
one’s own stock? The answer is
no, not yet at least.
Animals, even flighty sheep,
grow accustomed to the noise
a drone makes and they soon
pass few remarks of them.
Twice my drone has been
knocked from the air by sheep
when flying low, creeping in
like a dog might.
I have also got close enough
to read large sheep tags, with
the zoom camera. A sick animal is more likely to be discovered on foot than with a drone.
The human eye is better than
camera technology.
Hopefully this article will
answer some practical farm
related drone questions. It’s
based on my own use of a DJI
Mavjc 2 zoom drone on a hill
farm over the past year. Other
people’s experience may well
differ.
That said, a drone is nice

to have, particularly on a hill
farm. An aerial perspective is
useful for many things, in my
own case I have found early
lambs, ewes caught in wire,
surveyed shed roofs, I have
been able to check lick buckets/feeders in remote locations,
counting stock in awkward
ground and finding sheep ‘on
the run’ is much easier than before. For these run of the mill
tasks the drone is a good time
saver.
The catch is that a drone is
no small investment. Extra batteries and aftermarket chargers
are well advised for any serious
air time. Add in a hardcase,
spare props, DJI care refresh,
perhaps a tablet, tablet holder
and sunshade (though a phone
will work it has a small screen)
and we’re well tipping past
€2,000.
Thirty-one minutes is the advertised flight time for my Mavic 2, 23 minutes on an ideal
day is more accurate, with mid
to high teens normal in windy
conditions.
When possible, fly into the

wind and have it at your back
coming home. The wind is less
strong at lower altitudes; I have
been impressed at what the Mavic 2 can handle. Rain, drizzle,
mist, fog, snow, any form of
wet, keep your drone at home.
I find the zoom camera
great, flying the drone relies
on line of sight transmission
signal so trees, a building, or a
hill can block that signal. This
means you have to fly higher,
or move location. If you do fly
higher than the zoom camera
allows you to see extra detail.
The drone can also take photos and video, extra memory
cards are a good idea there.
Flying the drone itself is relatively easy with a little tutoring. Once in the air it will sit
there if you do nothing. It has
a GPS positioning system often
linked to 16 or 17 satellites. If
it loses line of sight signal you
can set it to ascend to a specific
height and it’ll return to where
it took off from.
Important drone safety and
regulatory information can be
found on the iaa.ie website.

LET’S PRIORITISE
MENTAL HEALTH
Maria Walsh MEP

O
maria.walsh@europarl.europa.eu
@mariawalsheu

ne of my key priorities
on being elected to the
European Parliament
last year was the establishment
of an EU Year of Good Mental
Health.
It is essential that we involve all rural stakeholders on
how we can reduce rural isolation in our communities.
Farming can be a difficult
job at the best of times, but
when the industry is going
through a challenging period, like it is at the moment,
farmers feel the pressure more
acutely.
As the daughter of a small
farmer from the west of Ireland and having grown up in
the farming community, I am

all too aware of what a pressurised environment farming
can be.
I have already hosted the
Commission
vice-president
Dubravka Šuica in Galway.
Her job is to assess the impact
of demographic change and
identify supports required by
communities, such as investment in infrastructure and access to services.
As rural populations decline
and the farming sector continues to endure a turbulent period we need to remember that
these challenges do not just
impact the farmer but also the
family unit, the community,
and the industry as a whole.
I am committed to working
with the Department of Agriculture and our EU institutions
on better supports for farmers

and their families, and indeed
to communities as a whole.
It is important to recognise
that agriculture is the heartbeat of the rural economy and
schemes must be tailored to
meet the challenges of farming
on all types of land, across all
sectors and on all sizes of farm
holdings.
I believe that the next generation of farmers must be
supported and Ireland positioned as the highest quality
food-producing nation in the
world, based on innovation
and sustainability.
Promoting good mental
health throughout our farming
community is, to me, a key part
of that process.
• Maria Walsh is a Fine
Gael MEP for Ireland Midland-Northwest.
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NEWPORT HILL
FARMER TAKES
NATIONAL TITLE
I
n September 2019 Sinead
Cusack won the Corrib Oil
Women in Farming competition.
A hill farmer from Newport in Mayo, Sinead and two
other entrants were chosen
from over 100 farm women to
make it through to the final.
Following a farm visit,
and an interview with Darragh
McCullough at the National Ploughing Championship
in Carlow, Sinead was announced as the winner.
Sinead said her biggest
achievement prior to the win
was that she was still farming given the many setbacks
over the years – such as the
destocking of her flock in the
early 2000s.
An active INHFA member, Sinead has a 100ha farm
on the Nephin Mountains and
is clearly passionate about
farming.
“I couldn’t see myself do
anything else or farm anywhere else,” Sinead says.
Her farming enterprise
consists of a commercial
suckler herd of 15 cows made
up of Scottish Highland, Galloways, Shorthorn, Limousin
and Charolais.
In addition, Sinead has 70
Mayo Blackfaced ewes.
Farming on commonage
land Sinead had a 70pc reduction in her sheep numbers
almost 20 years ago under the
compulsory destocking programme which formed part of
the Commonage Framework
Plans.
Like many other farmers
on commonage land she continues to deal with stocking
restrictions, which adversely
impact the earning capacity of
her holding.
Despite this, Sinead is
very proud of her career
choice. Farming is in her
blood, a tradition and way
of life that is passed down
through the generations.
Sinead, who farms alongside her father (who has his
own farm), loves the work,
whether that is calving or
lambing, dosing cattle or dipping sheep.
“There is a real enjoyment
in it, and it helps that you are
your own boss.”
Over the years there have
been many challenges but
she is hopeful that things will
eventually settle down and
farmers will start to get the
price they require and deserve
for their produce.
“This is vital. There is a
lot of talk around the environment which we are delivering

Sinead received her award at the Ploughing in Carlow.

on, we need to recognise that
it is a managed landscape, and
we need livestock to manage
it,” she explained.
“If prices don’t improve
and the supports that are there
continue to fall as we have
seen in the new GLAS as
opposed to REPS, then what
encouragement is there for

young people to come into
farming,” Sinead said.
“No matter how much you
love farming, it has to make a
return.”
2019 was a good year for
Newport on the awards front,
as local man Cillian Murphy
also won the young farmer of
the year ‘know your flock’.
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S

heepproducts.ie
is
the only sheep product dedicated online
store in Europe, designed
by sheep farmers for
sheep farmers. Located on
the shores of Lough Mask
in Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo,
sheepproducts.ie
since
its foundation in 2018
has gone from strength to
strength.
David Prendergast and
Tom Staunton, who are
also the owners of IOMLÁN Animal Science are
the owners of sheepproducts.ie. Both David and
Tom grew up on mixed
farming enterprises of
both cattle and sheep.
They have a passion for
sheep farming. Both farm
on the shores of Lough
Mask in Tourmakeady with
the Partry mountains as
their backdrop.
David and Tom understand the needs of sheep
farmers and they use their
practical experience of using the products and their
education and knowledge
on the technical aspects of
the products. This allows
sheepproducts.ie to give
the best range of products
and advice available to
sheep farmers throughout
Ireland. Both understand
that the sheep sector has
gone through a number of
difficult years, therefore
took the conscious decision to have all products
listed on sheepproducts.

David Prendergast & Tom Staunton owners of
Sheepproducts.ie
ie at the most competitive
price you will find on the
internet.
“As sheepproducts.ie
is a relatively new company, we are continuously striving to improve
and increase our range of
products to cater for every
aspect of sheep farming.
We are extremely pleased
with the range of products we have to offer at
the moment’’. Sheepproducts.ie covers all aspects
one could think of when it
comes to sheep and sheep
farming, with categories
varying from clothing,
dips and pour-ons, fluke
and worm doses, mineral and vitamins, marking
range, show products,
lambing products, vaccines, hoof care, shearing
and clipping. Sheepproducts.ie is the one-stop

shop for every sheep
farmer big or small.
Our team are always
available with expert advice and technical support. With a background in
the sheep sector, our team
will be able to answer any
questions no matter how
big or small the query.
Sheepproducts.ie strives
for exceptional customer
service, by having a product ordered online, on the
farm within two working
days of ordering, using An
Post and reputable couriers.
For enquiries or to order product at prices that
won’t be beaten, log on
to www.sheepproducts.ie
or alternatively ring our
offices on 094 9544708
Monday - Friday 9.00am 5.00pm.

FOR ALL YOUR AGRI NEEDS:

FOR ALL YOUR ANIMALS
NUTRITIONAL, HEALTH AND
HYGIENE NEEDS
IOMLÁN Animal Science
Unit 3, Udarás Business Park, Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo
Give us a call on:
• Office 094 9544708
• David 087 1429618
• Tom 087 2902256
Website: www.iomlananimalscience.ie
E-mail: iomlan@mail.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nutritional Products/Drenches
Bucket Licks
Bag Minerals
Boluses
Dips
Wormers
Flukicides
Health Products
Marking Fluid/Spray
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It’s all still very Black
and White for O’Hara
Connie Walsh

H

is love and passion for
Gaelic football is the
first thing that comes
across in conversation with
radio pundit and All Star, Eamonn O’Hara.
Of course this is to be expected given that Eamonn
grew up in the football-mad
parish of Toulerstrane in south
Sligo.
Since the age of six in Banada National School where he
was first introduced to football
Eamonn has enjoyed the sport
that has been a major part of
his life.
In those early days at Banada with only four boys in the
class, girls were often drafted
in to make up a team and while
they didn’t have much luck at
underage level he never got
disheartened.
In addition to football, Eamonn loved running and was
a member of the local athletic club. He quickly learned
that running and football were
complimentary skills. All that
was needed to complete the

tool kit of a top player was a
work ethic – and he got that in
spades from his parents Jackie
and Ann while working on the
family farm.
The youngest member of
a family of five (three sisters
and one brother), Eamonn
was very involved in the family farm which was initially
a dairy farm milking 15-20
cows.
When Eamonn was seven
he learned how to milk cows
using the milking machine and
distinctly remembers two cows
being particularly awkward.
But as a young lad growing up
on a farm he had no fear.
Eamonn and his brother
Derek milked morning and
evening as his father was away
working as an AI technician.
As the years progressed and
his father retired the family
farm transitioned from dairy
to sucklers. His father passed
away three years ago, his
brother Derek now farms the
land but Eamonn is still hands
on when needed as his love of

farming has never dissipated.
In fact, he maintains that he
would choose farming over his
professional career if he could
earn the same income.
The only downside to farming is the weather. Eamonn
remembers longer summers
and shorter winters from his
childhood. Sadly, the summers
don’t seem as long in recent
years, and farming out in all
sorts of weather is not as idyllic.
After national school Eamonn went on to do his Leaving in Banada Secondary
School and then moved onto
Sligo IT where he got a degree
in mechanical engineering.
While in college he spent
two summers working with
Bank of Ireland, and after
graduation he worked in the
financial sector for five years.
However, Eamonn left the
bank to pursue a career in sales
and now is a product manager
for Novartis Ireland. Novartis
provide medical products for
people with cancer, which deliver better outcomes for patients through science-based
innovation. Eamonn loves
working with Novartis and

ROCK & GEM SHOP • GUIDED UNDERGROUND TOURS
SEISMOLOGY • GOLD PANNING • MINING MUSEUM
SHEEP HERDING • TURF CUTTING & MORE...

Connemara’s Hidden Gem
WE ARE OPEN 10–6, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Glengowla Mines, Oughterard, Co. Galway. Email: info@glengowlamines.ie
P: +353 (0) 91 552 021 M: +353 (0) 87 252 9850

Eamonn in action.

finds his job very humbling.
GAA
His father Jackie was a big
influence on him and was very
encouraging both on and off
the field.
Jackie always provided the
7-Up at half time and after the
match they would return to the
family farm to milk the cows.
Coming from a rural community Eamonn feels the football pitch is at the heart of the
locality, it brings people together and is still ever-present
in his life.
Eamonn continued playing football during his years
in college. In 1993 he played
a Sligo league match against
Offaly and in 1994 he togged
out in the Sligo jersey at age 18
to play his first championship
match.
In 1997 manager Mickey
Moran brought the Sligo team
to a different level, they started
to play good quality football,
they went from Division 4 to
Division 3. After defeating
both Dublin and Kerry, the
team really started to believe
in themselves.
In 2000 they defeated Mayo
in the Connacht championship
but Galway got the better of
them by a goal. This was the
same Galway team that won
the All-Ireland in 1998 and
captured Sam Maguire again
in 2001. Mickey Moran then
moved on.
In 2002 Sligo got to the
All-Ireland quarter final and
played Armagh where that
game ended in a draw. Unfortunately, they were beaten by
the minimum of margins in the
replay.
Eamonn remembers the
hype around Sligo with fondness.
“It was like we were in an
All-Ireland final as the county
had never been at that level before.”
Eamonn’s
performances
through the summer and in
particular that day were recognised and rewarded with an

All Star that year.
Knee surgery in 2004 and
2005 limited his involvement
but the eventual breakthrough
came for Sligo in 2007 when
they won the county’s third
ever Connacht title.
That day they beat a well
fancied Galway by a single
point, with Eamonn scoring
the all-important goal in a
power house performance.
Unfortunately, they were
beaten by an up-and-coming
Cork team in the quarter final
and after that loss their manager, Tommy Breheny, retired.
Under new management
Sligo were to reach two more
Connacht finals. In 2010 Sligo lost by a single point to
Roscommon, and in 2012 the
Mayo team that narrowly lost
the All-Ireland final were two
points better than in the provincial decider.
Eamon retired in 2013. He
had 20 years of football under
his belt and felt it was time to
go.
However, he was one of the
lucky ones that age rather than
injury forced him out.
Eamonn is currently a very
successful manager with his
local club Tourlestrane, where
they are on the drive for five
county titles.
He was given the opportunity last year to manage Sligo
but due to work commitments
it wasn’t the right time. But he
would have an interest in managing the county side if the opportunity arose again.
Eamonn moved to Strandhill in 2006 where he is happily married to Jean. He says
thankfully Jean has a busy lifestyle between her work and her
love of horses.

“Jean is a massive support
and I love going home,” he
says.
PREDICTIONS FOR 2020
Who do you think will win the
All-Ireland Senior Football
Championships?
He can see Mayo, Kerry, Donegal and Tyrone in the mix
for this year’s championship.
Unfortunately, he feels Sligo
may not fair very well.
“You cannot rule out Dublin
given they have been so successful in recent years. However, they have a new manager and will they still have the
hunger for six years in a row?”
he asks.
“Galway at the moment are
a joy to watch but can they
maintain their momentum?”
Eamonn doesn’t believe in the
Mayo curse but he thinks they
may have missed their opportunity in terms of winning Sam
for a while.
He detests the idea of the
proposed two-tier championship.
“It is every young player’s
dream to win an All-Ireland
medal and bring Sam Maguire
back to their home town,” he
says.
Eamonn thinks there should
be another championship for
the bigger counties and play
for a new cup, but leave Sam
Maguire to the traditional
32+2 counties.
Eamonn was a pundit on the
Sunday Game for three years
and really enjoyed it but found
it very time-consuming. He
now does match commentary
on Radio 1, where he loves going to the matches and seeing
the action first hand.

FACTFILE
9 county titles as a player and 4 as a manager.
1 All Ireland B colleges with Banada.
1 Connacht Final 2007.
All Star 2002.
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Neven has the
appetite for Irish
food and for success
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Irish Farmers Recipe
Vera’s Seafood Chowder
This recipe from my mum has been on and off the restaurant menu for as long as I can remember. It’s actually very
filling and more like a stew than a soup. Use the very best quality fish and shellfish for the best flavour. Serves 6
1 tbsp rapeseed oil
15g (½ oz) butter, softened
2 celery sticks, cut into 1cm (½in) dice
1 small onion, cut into 1cm (½in) dice
1 carrot, cut into 1cm (½in) dice
1 large potato, cut into 1cm (½in) dice
½ small leek, cut into 1cm (½in) dice
1 tbsp plain flour
150ml (¼ pint) dry white wine
300ml (½ pint) fish stock (page 226)
100g (4oz) skinless salmon fillet, cut into cubes
100g (4oz) natural smoked haddock or
cod fillet, cut into cubes
100g (4oz) cooked mussel meat
100g (4oz) cooked peeled prawns
150ml (¼ pint) cream
1 tsp chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
1 tsp chopped fresh dill
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
MacNean wheaten bread (page 203),to serve
Heat the oil in a large pan over a medium heat and then add the butter. Once it stops sizzling, tip in the celery, onion,
carrot, potato and leek and cook for 5 minutes, or until softened but not coloured. Add the flour and cook on a low
heat for 2 minutes, stirring continuously. Season to taste.
Gradually pour the wine into the pan and allow it to bubble down, stirring continuously, then add the stock and bring
to the boil. Reduce the heat and simmer for 5 minutes. Stir in the salmon and smoked haddock or cod and simmer
for 5 minutes, then add the mussel meat, prawns and cream and simmer for another 2–3 minutes, until warmed
through. Stir in the herbs and season to taste.
To serve, ladle the soup into warmed bowls and serve with the wheaten bread.

N

even Maguire is
an
internationally
renowned celebrity chef who has built a very
successful restaurant business
and broadcasting career over
the years.
Indeed, Neven is more
than a chef; his television
programmes always have
more going on than simply
cooking.

You will see him kayaking around the Inishowen
Peninsula or exploring the
Spanish countryside, along
with creating spectacular
dishes from local produce.
Neven is a great ambassador for the Irish agricultural
industry. Farming needs chefs
like Neven Maguire who
highlight the benefits of using
local produce and support lo-

Would you like to win a
Neven Maguire cookery
book and his new cookware
range from Dunnes Stores?

cal markets.
Neven is very proud to
cook good quality Irish beef
in his restaurant. It is essential to support farmers who
produce quality food products.
I hope you enjoy cooking
Neven’s recipes and don’t
forget to enter the competition below.

KELLY’S BUTCHERS
ARE THE REAL DEAL

K

elly’s Butchers, in
Newport, Co Mayo,
are a true artisan
butcher’s shop, the type that
is rarely found in Ireland today.
Founded 90 years ago,
the current owners are the
third generation of the Kelly
family to run the business –
which is a genuine farm to
fork operation.

They still operate their
own abattoir and buy sheep
and cattle locally, often from
farmers they’ve dealt with for
years.
Their prize-winning puddings and sausages are well
known and are available
through the shop and website,
as well as through an ever-increasing number of specialist
shops and supermarkets – in-

cluding SuperValu, Centra,
Tesco and Dunnes Stores.
Brothers Seán and Seamus Kelly are still at the
helm, along with Seán’s sons
Kenneth and Cormac.
Next door, daughter
Shauna runs the award-winning café Kelly’s Kitchen.
Kelly’s is worth a visit
next time you’re on the Wild
Atlantic Way.

AVAILABLE
COUNTRYWIDE

Answer the following question:
Where is MacNean House &
Restaurant located?
Email your answer to:
irishfarmersguide@gmail.com

MAIN STREET, NEWPORT, CO. MAYO
T: 098 41149 E: info@kellysbutchers.com
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A tractor run - the
Erris way
Kenny McAndrew

T

he launch of the INHFA in 2015 resulted
in a flood of farmers
joining the association in the
Erris area.
This reflected the clear
need for an organisation to
represent the concerns of
farmers in northwest Mayo
where extensive suckler cows
and sheep are the dominant
enterprises.
The growth of the organisation continued and when
a local structure was put in
place in 2017, it was decided to create four branches
in the region due to both the
size of Erris and the membership numbers involved. The
branches are in Belmullet,
Bangor, Ballycastle and Kilcommon.
Since the establishment of
the branches a committee for
the Erris region was formed
by members from the four
branches to work on issues of
common interest.
At a committee meeting
for the Erris region it was decided the local INHFA should
do something for the wider
community. A charity tractor run was suggested, and a
committee was formed between the different branches.
In May 2018 Erris INHFA
held its first charity tractor
run along a route that took in
as many villages as possible
and passed through Belmullet
town.
The chosen charity was
Glencastle Special Needs

Wild Atlantic Way Farm is located on Broadhaven Bay.

FARMING ON
THAT WILD
ATLANTIC WAY

B
Erris Tractor Run with INHFA delegates presenting the cheque from the event
to The Order of Malta.

Class, an organisation which
provides assistance and education to children who have
additional needs.
Although between 20 and
30 tractors were anticipated
by the organisers, the tractor
run concept attracted massive
farmer support and 54 vehicles took part on the day.
In addition, the event garnered great support from the
local community and businesses. Escort vehicles and
advertisements were provided, along with warning signs,
prizes for a raffle and refreshments.
Many locals who were

keen to get involved volunteered their services for traffic management. An Garda
Siochána also rowed in, providing an escort for the tractors and helping at busy junctions.
The Order of Malta was
on hand to provide medical
assistance.
There was a great buzz
around Bangor for the entire
day and a total of €3,000 was
raised for The Glencastle Special Needs Class.
The tractor run was repeated last year, with 60 vehicles taking part on the day.
There was refreshments and

More than 60 vehicles took part in last year’s tractor run.

music and a raffle, again at
the finish, and the gathering
allowed spectators a chance
to see the tractors up close. A
total of €2,460 was raised on
the day for The Order of Malta.
“Erris Charity Run committee would like to take the
opportunity to thank everybody who has supported our
runs in any way, and a special
thanks to our participants,” a
spokesperson said.
This year’s tractor run
takes place on May 24, 2020.
• Kenny McAndrew is
an INHFA member in the
Belmullet Branch.

elmullet is an area
that’s beginning to
make waves in the
tourism game.
With the bays of
Blacksod and Broadhaven on either side, the
town and peninsula are
starting to generate increased tourist interest.
One local farmer who
has sought to benefit
from the increased tourist footfall is Kevin Carey.
Kevin is secretary of
Belmullett INHFA and
farms 80ha on the
Belmullett peninsula and
on the Iniskea Islands
which are located 5km
to the west of the Mullet
Peninsula.
With almost half of
his land commonage,
Kevin runs an extensive
sheep and suckler enterprise that he has built up
over the years.
However, he has also
developed a walking
tours enterprise that he
runs in parallel with the
farm.
The family farm features strongly in his
walking tour. Wild Atlantic Way Farm is located on the shoreline of

Broadhaven Bay.
This is an SAC site
that local farmers have
maintained impeccably,
while harvesting seaweed to produce vital
minerals and fertiliser.
The farm also markets its home-produced
lamb (pictured below)
direct to consumers, as
well as being a green
energy farm – generating its own electricity
from PV panels on the
farm shed – thereby promoting environmentally-friendly farming.
The walking tour
takes approximately two
and a half hours and involves several farm attractions including native breeds like the Maol
cattle, ancient ringforts
and medieval castle ruins, turf cutting, shoreline seaweed harvesting,
periwinkle picking, a vintage farmhouse display
and more.
More information is
available on www.wildatlanticwayfarm.com or
by email to wawfarm@
outlook.ie or call 086169 84 49.
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Flying the INHFA flag
in northwest Donegal

T

he officers who established the INHFA
branch in northwest
Donegal in 2017 were determined from the outset that it
would be active and deliver
for the farmers in the region.
The branch was headed
up by Seanie Boyle (chair),
Joseph McFadden (secretary),
Joseph Ferry (treasurer), and
PRO Josie Dooman.
In January 2018 they met
to plan a programme of events
that would reflect the needs of
the members as outlined to
them through ongoing consultation.
To get the process up and
going it was agreed that some
fundraising would be required
in order to cover costs, especially notification of the
members through text messages and the costs of meeting
venues.
As a first fundraiser the
branch raffled a load of turf
which was partly donated by
a member. This raised €350.
With a successful fundraiser
behind them the branch meeting in February of 2018 was

attended by Garda Damien
Mulkerins who covered the
new regulations on trailer licences, which is an important
issue for many local farmers,
especially those under 50
years of age.
This was followed by a
sprayer course which was
held through the summer of
2018.
“The trailer licence and
sprayer course were two of
the main issues outlined to
the officers through their consultation with the members,”
Seanie Boyle explained.
In fact, there was so much
demand for the sprayer course
that a second one was organised for the summer of 2019.
The last major event held
in 2018 was a farm safety
course held in November.
Happy with the success in
their first year, the re-elected
officers sought to go further in
2019.
The first spring meeting
had two guest speakers, the
first was Gerard Roarty a vet
who provided very helpful
information on calving and

lambing.
The second speaker was
a Teagasc specialist who explained how to fill in forms
for various schemes, such as
the sheep welfare and animal
remedies book.
Later that spring the
branch held a meeting on farm
succession in association with
the local Leader company.
“There is a need to provide
farm families with the facts in
relation to farm transfers, especially around issues of taxation, farm payments and how
not transferring a property in
time could impact on qualifying for support under the
Fair Deal Scheme for nursing
home care,” Seanie Boyle explained.
“The meeting provided
this information and is something we hope to repeat in the
future,” he added.
In the summer of 2019 the
branch held a second sprayer
course, as already outlined,
and in September it held an
on-farm event in association
with Teagasc.
This dealt with a number

CORMAC Sheep
Equipment
Telephone: 093 28231 Fax: 093 28019

An on-farm INHFA branch event last September drew a large attendance.

of topics. Damien Murray
from Board Bia outlined the
light lamb market and the
Quality Assurance Scheme.
John Cannon and Shane
McHugh from Teagasc spoke
on flock management for ram
turn-out and feeding of light
lambs. Meanwhile, farm advisor, John Quigley, spoke on
farm inspections.
The last event of 2019 was
the branch AGM held in December, where the INHFA’s
Vincent Roddy updated members on the upcoming CAP

programme. In addition, Nick
Garvey, a vet, gave a talk on
herd and flock management
for the winter months.
For 2020 plans are already
in place, with a sheep group
set up. These farmers will all
be doing faecal egg sampling
on their flocks. From this,
they will meet up to discuss
the outcome and put in place
a fluke and worm programme
for their farms. It is hoped that
through the summer they can
develop a sheep discussion
group to meet up and learn

from each others experiences.
Seanie Boyle says the branch
has come a long way in the
last two years and is now an
important part of the farming
community in northwest Donegal.
“Through the Donegal
county executive we have
made a number of contributions to national INHFA policy, and have used the information we receive from the
national organisation to keep
our members updated,” Seanie added.

AGRI

Email: cormacsheepequipment@gmail.com

W W W. C O R M A C . I E
Our extensive award-winning equipment is designed, manufactured and
galvanised to Grant Approved specification under the TAMS II Scheme.

CORMAC
SHEEP EQUIPMENT
ALSO STOCK:
• Sheep Hurdles (all sizes)

Lamb
Scale

Sheep Feeding
Barrier

• Expanded metal flooring
• Creep feeders (4 different types)
• Hay racks
• Big bale silage feeders
• Lamb warming boxes
• Milk warming systems

Adoption
Front

Mobile
Sheep Race

• Sheep shed barriers
• Walk through feeders
• Adoption units
• 4,5 and 6 ft lambing pens

• Fitted with Fast-Flow Valve

• Galvanised Slats
• Mollases Feeders
• Sheep shed barriers and dividers
• Cattle Weighing Scales
• Cattle head scoops

Are your
cows getting
enough water?

Batch
Footbath

20Ft Race

PLEASE RING 093 28231
FOR A QUOTATION or email:
cormacsheepequipment@gmail.com

• Flow rates of up to 95L/min

Find out more: www.jfcagri.com | 093 22958 | info@jfcagri.com
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INHFA Lobbying & Representation

INHFA AGM 2019

INHFA delegation in Brussels November 2019 meeting with Luke Ming Flanagan
to discuss INHFA proposals

Election candidates meeting December 2019 L-R John
McConway INHFA, James Breslin INHFA, Charlie McConalogue
TD, Colm O’Donnell INHFA and Joe Condon INHFA

Sean Martin with
Matt Carthy

Meeting with Minister Creed

Lobbying TDs - March 2020 on programme for Government.

INHFA SCOTLAND TRIP

INHFA AGM 2020 is scheduled to be held on May 22nd in The Abbey Hotel, Donegal town
but may have to be re-scheduled pending updated advice on the coronavirus.

INHFA WALES TRIP

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

page 39

Why Join the INHFA

T

he INHFA is the main
farming
organisation that prioritises
the needs of suckler and
sheep farmers whether
that farmer be a hill or
lowland farmer on high
nature value farmland.
As a representative organisation the INHFA has
delivered:
• A cash windfall to a sizable number of farmers
through increased payments on the ANC scheme
which saw many farmers
receive a total increase of
up to €840.
• Through lobbying at
European level that succeeded in getting the Agriculture Committee of
the European Parliament
to adopt as policy of full
convergence (flattening)
of payments in the Basic
Payment Scheme for the
next CAP Programme.
• Through engagement
with other stakeholders
we successfully piloted a
light lamb market which
pays a premium price on
light lambs between 10kg
and 15kg and for those
selling French lamb a 10c
bonus above French price
on the day.
• Through our forestry

campaign we have helped
to bring about a radical
re-think on forestry and in
particular the type of forestry.
• For
many
farmers
through
representation
with Government departments we have succeeded
in getting farm payments
paid out that were previously held up.
Outlined below are
a number of issues the
INHFA are currently campaigning for:
• A better deal for our
farmers through the CAP
Programme. This we see
being achieved through
the continuance of convergence
model,
the
front-loading of payments for small holders,
a further increase in their
ANC payment and an improved agri-environmental scheme paying up to
€10,000.
• Through our 10-Point
Plan for the suckler industry there is the opportunity to substantially
improve the income of our
suckler farmers by adopting the measures outlined
in this plan. Full details of
this plan are on pages 6
and 7 of this magazine.

• Delivering a simpler
interpretation on land eligibility that will ensure
farmers especially on hill
and on extensive grazing
systems are not unfairly
penalised.
• Looking to have bees
and bee hives recognised
as a single livestock unit
and recognising their habitats as their forage area.
• An increased payment
for farmers in the sheep
welfare scheme.
• The ongoing development and enhancement of
the light lamb market.
• Full recognition of the
costs and restrictions imposed on farmers through
the Natura 2000 designations.
Save €100/year on diesel with DCI Fuel Card.
The INHFA is offering
its members major savings on their travel costs
through DCI Fuel Card.
This deal we estimate has
delivered to those that
availed of it, annual savings in excess of €100 a
year or up to €3 on every
€50 fill. See the DCI add
on this page for how it
works and how to sign–up.

Delivering for Suckler and Sheep Farmers

Irish Natura & Hill Farmers Association

AFFILIATION FORM
County:
Branch
Name:
Address:

				Date:
Mobile:			
Email:
				Email address is very important

FARMING ENTERPRISE:
Sheep		Cattle		Dairy		Other
Other, please specify:

DCI ARE IRELANDS LARGEST FUELCARD PROVIDER
Now, in partnership with the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers
Association, DCI can offer all members a preferential rate on their
fuel at over 1,400 pumps nationwide. (See eroute below)
Our unrivalled experience across 25 years allows us to provide
industry leading fuel management to Irish businesses
and individuals.
• https://www.erouteonline.com/v7/dci/ is our mapping solution and 		
provides easy locational information about any site countrywide. Users
will have access to most major brands including Circle K, Texaco, Maxol,
Top & Emo.
• All transactions are stored on your personal fuel management account
on our industry leading software Velocity.
See https://www.velocityfleet.com/en/ for more info.
For any companies it eliminates the need to keep receipts.
• Payment is by direct debit and we typically offer 7 days credit,
i.e., use today, invoiced Monday, debit taken the following Monday.
• There is no signup fee, set up fee or minimum usage.
To sign up, simply call 091482980
or email Shauna.dolan@dcicard.ie and quote INHFA membership.

Single Membership (€50)		

New Membership

Family Membership (€60)		

Renewal

If paying family membership, please include details of additional
members here;
Name:					Mobile:
Sellers Name:

The Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association is a company limited
by guarantee, not having a share capital.
Company Address: The Square, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo.
Office: 071-9302715
Email: info@inhfa.ie
Company Number 560101
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SERVICES
Photo
Gallery

Your brand new
self catering
accommodation
at W8 village

14 brand new luxury 4–star
self catering accommodation
units with safe underground
parking, 10 minutes drive to
the Organic Centre.

Perfectly located for visiting
and exploring the north west.
W8 village at W8 centre,
Church Lane, Manorhamilton,
County Leitrim, Ireland.

w8centre.ie

Concrete, Shuttering : Ground Works
Slatted Tanks, Silage Pit, Milking Parlour.
Fully insured and tax compliant for
all grant works.
Raft Foundations, Kerbing,
Retaining Walls, Pipe Work
and Footpaths.
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
CONTACT MARTIN WALSH 087 6193893

MAYO HEALTHCARE
Enhancing Animal Health

COBALT

Kilcoyne & Barnes

12 guard

 Micro trace element bolus for growing lambs
 Supplies cobalt - iodine - selenium for up to 8 weeks cover
 Available with or without copper
Contact Leo Forkan
 From as little as 26 cents per bolus

8 we
ek
cove s
r!

Tel: 085 8531527

Mayo Healthcare, Unit 18, Westport Industrial Park, Westport, Co. Mayo
www.mayohealthcare.ie
sales@mayohealthcare.ie
+353 (98) 25879/ 25622

Services include:

• Ram fertility testing • Parasite testing
• Bull Fertility – Veterinary Certified and Bovine Scanning
• Flock health plans

Mountain Road, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo.
Email: kilcoynevets@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook

Think
A G S
Think
A G S
G
G
SCAFFOLDING
SERVICES
SCAFFOLDING
SERVICES
SS
Think Safety!
Think AGS!

REA McCarrick & Sons
Auctioneers, Valuers, Estate Agents
EU Entitlements Facilitators
Sligo Town & Tubbercurry

Ph. 071 91 85050
Mobile 087 6810848
Email: info@reamccarrick.ie

Established since 1950’s we are
Auctioneers & Valuers with farm
speciality.
Land Leases & Sales, Forestry Sales,
Entitlement Sales & Leases
We do it all, and we can advise
farmers on the best options if you are
considering Sale or Lease of your farm.
Firm Principal is Roger McCarrick who
is himself a sheep farmer and
INHFA Member.

We specialise
in the following
We specialise
in the services:
following services:
•
Industrial
Tube & Fit Design
Scaffold
•
Industrial
Tube &
Fit Design
•
Hire of Shuttering Pans
•
Hire of Shuttering Pans
•
Structural Steel Netting
• of Acro
Structural
•
Hire
Props Steel Netting
•
Edge
• protection
Hire of Acro Props

Edge
protection
• We •also
provide
labour to

•
Cuplock Scaffold •
Scaffold
Cuplock Scaffold
•
Decking
•
Decking
•
Shrink Wrapping
•
Shrink Wrapping
•
Total Encapsulation
•
Rubbish chutes •
Total Encapsulation
Rubbish
chutes
erect scaffold if you• have
your
own •

• We also
provide
labour
to erect
you own
have your ow
We also provide
labour
to erect
scaffold
if scaffold
you haveifyour
For all your scaffolding needs call Anthony on :
087
Forall
all your
scaffolding
call Anthony
on
9113669
for yourneeds
freeneeds
quotation.
For
your
scaffolding
call Anthony
on :
087 9113669 for your free quotation

9113669 for your free quotation.

New Business Park, Crossmolina, Co. Mayo.

Tel. No: 096 30330 Mob. No:087 9113669 Fax No: 096 30331
E: info@agscaffolding.com W: www.agscaffolding.com

New Business Park, Crossmolina, Co. Mayo.

Tel. No: 096 30330 Mob. No:087 9113669 Fax No: 096 30331
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SERVICES
Best of Luck to all involved in the
I N H F A 2020

Department Of Agriculture
Approved and Registered
W: www.liamwalshconsultancy.ie
Email: liamwalshagri@gmail.com

Rossport, Ballina, Co. Mayo & Castlebar, Co. Mayo

GLAS
BASIC FARM PAYMENT
ENTITLEMENTS
DISADVANTAGED SCHEME (ANC)
NATIONAL RESERVE, YOUNG FARMER SCHEME
COMMONAGES

Luxury coach tours and minibus hire.
Licensed weekend services to
Limerick, Galway, Sligo

Tel: 097-88949 / 88064 / 88880
098 -35165

‘Well View’			Peacockes		17 Emmet St
Killala Road			Maam Cross		Birr
Ballina, Co Mayo			
Co Galway		
Co Offaly
096 72791			
086 2622547		
057 9125410
			

Email: info@cordufftravel.ie

Web: www.cordufftravel.ie
“We understand
farming and farmers”

Best of Luck to all involved in the
I N H F A 2020

Best of Luck to all involved in the
I N H F A 2020

JACOBS SERVICE STATION

Rossport, Ballina, Co. Mayo & Castlebar, Co. Mayo

Rossport, Ballina, Co. Mayo & Castlebar, Co. Mayo

Luxury coach tours and minibus hire.

Luxury coach tours and minibus hire.

Licensed weekend services to
Limerick, Galway, Sligo

Licensed weekend services to
Limerick, Galway, Sligo

Tel: 097-88949 / 88064 / 88880
098 -35165

Tel: 097-88949 / 88064 / 88880
098 -35165

Enniscrone, Co. Sligo.
Email: info@cordufftravel.ie
www.cordufftravel.ie
T: 096Web:36148
/ 36008
M: 087 2586732 - Michael
E: jsslmj@gmail.com
W: JacobsServiceStation.ie

Email: info@cordufftravel.ie
Web: www.cordufftravel.ie

NEW
SAME Dorado 90
€45,000 inc vat

0% finance over 4 years

Everything you need
under one roof
FREE QUOTATIONS | FREE DELIVERY | EXPERT ADVICE
Building
or Maintenance

Agricultural Paints

We have a large stock
of Steel RSJ's, Roof
Sheeting, Sliding Door
Tracks, Steel Box
Sections and Steel
Angles

Oxide shed paints &
Lowe Metal paints,
suitable for
machinery and gates

Drainage Pipes
Twin Wall Storm
Pipes, 4", 6", 9", 12",
15", 18"
Yellow Land Drain
Coils

Moyfab
Galvanised Gates
D4 Standard field, D9
Sheep & D6 Heavy yard
Selection of hanging
posts to suit.

Agri Chemicals &
Sprays

Fencing Posts &
Stakes

We carry a wide
selection of
essential agricultural
sprays

Proud stockists for
McHugh & Balcas
fencing posts & strainers

Here at BMG, we specialise in:

Friendly, Helpful Service

Building Materials,

Our experienced staff are
happy to advise you on our
massive range of products.

Timber, Steel,
Insulation, Heating &
Plumbing

We can assist, you in everything from solving the
smallest DIY problem to pricing your new roof!

Stockists of Tornado Wire

Why not call in to see our:
Extensive Garden Centre
Paint & Decorating Centre
Tiles & Bathroom Showroom
Door & Timber Floors

BMG Hardware & DIY | Finner Roundabout | East End | Bundoran | Co. Donegal
sales@bmghardware.com | 071 98 41455 | www.bmghardware.com
*Free Delivery are subject to within 25 mile radius from store. Outside can be negotiated
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Photo Gallery

Moving to an outdoor classroom.

Left: INHFA member
John Flynn,
Williamstown,
Co. Galway
On top of the world, Pat Curley, Co. Sligo

Taking in the view

If you would like to see your photo in the
next edition of the Irish Farmers Guide,
please send it to us by email on
irishfarmersguide@gmail.com

Putting out farmyard manure old style

Cillian Murphy winner of young farmer of the
year competition “know your flock” at the 2019
Plouging Championship

Our favourite ram, by Jeanette Campbell, Co. Sligo

Diamond Hill, Connemara National Park, Letterfrack

INHFA AD MARCH 2020:Layout 1

03/03/2020

Wishing
Continued
Success
to

INHFA

14:17
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Est 1893

Tel; 052 915 3102
Fax; 052 915 3512
Web; www.mullinahonecoop.ie
Email; eurotags@mull-coop.ie
POST FREE to M.C.D.S., FREEPOST, Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary.

OFFICIAL SHEEP TAG ORDER FORM
Name:

.........................................................................

Flock No. :

Address: .........................................................................
Email:

Tel No. : .........................................

.........................................................................

EID Slaughter Tags
Option 1

(For Lambs going direct to Slaughter)

Bubblegum EID Tag (Yellow) Qty:

@ €0.95 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

Please order in multiples of 10

EID Tag
Reader
The new
AWR300
represents
the next
generation of
RFID stick
readers.
It combines
great reading
range with an
outstanding
long operation
time, a large
display, an
extensive
memory and
many smart
features for
increased
functionality.
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-

Qty:
@ €20.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Bubblegum EID Tagger
(Same Tagger applies both Bubblegum EID Tag and Bubblegum EID/Visual Tag Sets)

Option 2

@ €0.95 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Qty:
@ €17.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Qwik EID Tagger
(Qwik EID Tags can only be applied with the Qwik EID Tagger)

-

Button EID Tag (Yellow)

@ €1.10 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Qty:
@ €22.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Button EID Tagger
(Same Tagger applies both Button EID Tag and EID Tag Sets)

-

Rapid Tag (Yellow)

-

Qwik EID Tag (Yellow)

Qty:
Please order in multiples of 10

Option 3

Qty:

Please order in multiples of 8

Option 4

Qty:

@ €1.15 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

Please order in multiples of 20
€ Cost:

-

@ €1.18 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

@ €20.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

@ €70.00 (inc. VAT)
Qty:
Rapid Tagger
(Rapid Tags can only be applied with the Rapid Tagger)

EID Tags Sets
Option 1

Bubblegum
EID/Visual Tag Set

Qty:

Please order in multiples of 5

EID Tag Set Tagger

Qty:

(Same Tagger applies both Bubblegum EID Tag and Bubblegum EID/Visual Tag Sets)

Option 2

Mini / Electronic/Ultra
Qty:
Tag Set

@ €1.40 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

@ €22.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Please order in multiples of 4

EID Tag Set Tagger

Qty:

(Same Tagger applies both Button EID Tag and EID Tag Sets)
Postage (inc VAT @23%)

Signature:

............................................................

Date: ..................

Total:

Method of Payment: - tick box
Cheque:
Debit card:
052 915 3102

Postal Order:
Credit Card:

Card No.:
Card Expiry Date:

Credit Card CVV No;

€6.52
-

Become Quality Assured
with Bord Bia
Through the Sustainable Beef and
Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS),
Bord Bia can provide proof to
customers of the high standards
of Irish beef and sheep farming.
To help Irish lamb stand out from our
competitors, we need even greater
numbers of sheep farmers in SBLAS.
For that, we need your participation.
Speak to Bord Bia today,
on 01 5240410 to find out
how you can join SBLAS and
become Quality Assured.
Bord Bia Helpdesk:
Open Monday to Friday,
9am to 8pm.
Visit: farm.bordbia.ie

Over 90% of Irish beef and dairy
comes from Quality Assured
farms. In contrast, only 55-60% of
sheepmeat is Quality Assured.
73% of shoppers* said they were
more likely to buy lamb that
carried the Bord Bia Quality Mark.
*Coyne Research, 1000 grocery shoppers, aged 18-59

