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A New Publication For
A Vibrant Organisation

W

elcome to the first edition of the Irish
Farmers Guide, a magazine published by
the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association
(INHFA) to inform and reflect the views of farmers on
hill, designated and high nature value farmland.
In designing this publication we have included
material that we think will be of benefit to you the
reader and, while we have included informative
articles, we have also included material that may
challenge how you think.
Whatever the outcome we hope you enjoy the
read and if you have suggestions on possible articles
for future editions, please let us know.
It is our ambition that this magazine and future
Vincent Roddy,
editions will become a reference guide for farmers.
INHFA Director of Operations
With this in mind we have secured the very best
contributors to deliver articles of substance. In this
issue the focus on farm inheritance provides an in-depth appraisal of the tax
implications in transferring land, and how farms could end up funding nursing
home care.
Currently over 15% of the country has a designation (either SAC or SPA),
with most of these being in western seaboard counties. Here we look at how
these designations affect farmers through the 39 Actions Requiring Consent.
On upland management we have contributions from Dr James Moran (GMIT
Sligo) and Lorcan O’Toole from the Golden Eagle Trust, with a Scottish
perspective provided by Dave McCracken.
On market returns, we outline the work and progress made by the Irish
Natura and Hill Farmers Association in developing a light lamb market that
hopefully will deliver in the coming years.
While we work to develop the light lamb market we are conscious that
current market returns for both cattle and sheep, coupled with even poorer
weather, is having a very negative effect on farm household income.
Included is our vision for the future of the beef and suckler cow industry
and advise on how farmers can deal with the eminent fodder crisis.
With this in mind we look to see who can qualify for the Farm Assist
Scheme. We also focus on alternative income supports through the idea of a
farm diversification with the Leader Programme. Of course for most farmers
one of the most important income sources is the various farm payments which
our farm advisors take us through.
As it is a publication by the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association we
are outlining our proposals on the future of CAP, where we believe that focus
should be, and why we want the Farmers Charter of Rights included as part of
the terms and conditions of every agri-scheme.
We also cover other farming and rural related issues the organisation is
working on and focus on how a court case by a Tipperary farmer against the
Department of Agriculture could deliver a windfall for farmers that have an
adverse finding as a result of a farm inspection.
Finally, if you wish to contact us you can do so by email at inhfaoffice@
gmail.com or at 071 930 2715.
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IS THERE A MARKET
FOR LIGHT LAMB?
Brendan Joyce

L
Landslide at Inishowen, Co Donegal. INHFA president, Colm O’ Donnell and
Donegal chairman, Sean Martin visit affected members.

President’s message

I

t has been a busy few months
since I took over as president
of the Irish Natura and Hill
Farmers Association (INHFA)
in June.
We opened our national
headquarters in Tubbercurry, Co
Sligo on a fulltime basis and appointed Connie Walsh as office
administrator. At our AGM a decision was taken to put a branch
structure in place to help with
the management of our national membership. I am delighted
to say that already branches
have been set up in most counties where we have members
and I look forward to working
with those elected officers and
delegates over the coming two
years.
Furthermore, I am delighted
to welcome on board our outgoing national chairman Vincent
Roddy, who has been appointed
as director of the organisation
and national development officer. In this role Vincent will be
assisting all newly elected representatives at both branch and
county executive level.

With membership growing
on a weekly basis, the national
council has proposed a division of the Sligo/Leitrim/West
Cavan region into two executives, namely Sligo executive
and Leitrim/West Cavan/North
Roscommon executive. This
will give extra representation
to both executives at national
council and bring them up to par
with other regions.
These are very exciting
times for our association and at
each of our branch launches it is
both humbling and refreshing to
see such enthusiasm and a willingness to take on new roles by
our grassroots members. I have
no doubt that the future success
of the INHFA will be directly
linked to the work and commitment given by each and every
one of you over the coming
years.
The INHFA has come about
as a direct result of a lack of
representation by existing lobby
groups and it has now become
the true voice for farming families living and working in per-

haps the most difficult farming
environment in Europe.
We represent over 30,000
farmers with mountain type
land, designated land (Natura)
and severely handicapped areas
that need to be represented and
treated with fairness by Government.
We must ensure that a way
of life is preserved in these areas and that the legitimate expectations of these farmers to be
treated equally as EU citizens is
catered for in future CAP deals
and acknowledged by our own
Government.
Finally, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank my
wife Veronica and all the family
for their support and consideration since becoming national
president of the INHFA, as the
level of commitment required in
this honorary role wouldn’t be
possible without their help and
support.
I wish you all a happy and
healthy Christmas and all the
best for 2018.
Colm O’Donnell

ate in 2016 the INHFA
started to investigate the
potential of the light lamb
market and the reasons why it
had effectively disappeared.
The association was seeking to
understand why this high quality product was not being promoted and marketed in a meaningful and determined fashion.
Various groups had tried to
develop niche markets for light
lamb but very often found their
outlets sought to increase the
carcass weights to 14-15kgs.
This forced many hill lamb
producers to sell their lambs as
stores, often at rock bottom prices.
Consequently, discussions
were held with Bord Bia and a
number of factories to get an understanding of the issues faced
when looking at this market.

What came through in the
feedback was that potential
markets still exist for 9-15kg
carcases if the specification in
terms of fat cover can be met.
Some factories who had tried
to supply the market on different occasions found that under-fleshed light lambs were a
recurring problem, and a significant barrier to developing the
trade.
Meanwhile, Michael Diskin
of Teagasc Athenry has undertaken trials over the past three
years on the feeding requirements to bring different categories of light lambs to French
carcass weights. These trials
proved to be quiet successful
and were particularly targeted
at the store lamb finisher. That
work is being expanded this
year to include finishing lambs
on meal at lighter weights.
With all this background
work in place, the INHFA along

with Kepak and Bord Bia began
trials towards the end of July
where light lambs between 9kg
and 15kg would be supplied to
the factory with a guaranteed fat
score of 2 or better.
We brought a number of
farmers to Kepak’s factory in
Athleague where those lambs
were assessed before and after
slaughter in an education process so as to ensure that any issue around the quality could be
addressed. Since then between
50 and 100 lambs per week
were supplied to the standard
set down.
Those lambs have been offered to various markets where
feedback is collated and that information is now informing the
focus and direction of the continuing trial in order to develop
a sustainable market into the
future.
Brendan Joyce is INHFA vice
president.

Michael Geoghegan, Kepak; Damien Conry, Kepak; Michael McDonald, INHFA; Joe Walsh, Kepak;
Tony Kearns, INHFA; Ronan Collins, Kepak; Declan Fennell, Bord Bia; Brendan Joyce, INHFA.

Getting the INHFA’s message on the web

T

he Irish Natura and Hill
Farmers
Association’s
(INHFA) website is up and
running over three years and is
a huge asset to the members
and public at large. The site
keeps the association’s target
audience up to date with all the
workings of the organisation
as regards our policies, what
our work entails and our news
and press releases.
We upload all our press
releases online to the website
and this can be found under
the news and press section.

There is a gallery section on
the site and this is a work in
progress as we are changing
the format. We hope to have
the new format in place before
end of the year.
We also have an events
page on the website so we can
highlight important meetings
and events, within INHFA and
without, that are taking place
throughout the country.
We have a membership page
where anyone who wishes to
join can download the form
and fill in the necessary data

and our friendly office staff
will take it from there.
As our organisation’s motto
is ‘fairness not favouritism’ we
can be contacted at any time
through our online contact
form and your query will be
dealt with in a fair and honest
manner.
Don’t forget also our
facebook page, Irish Natura
and Hill Farmers Association,
and also our twitter feed @
JoinINHFA. So let’s connect
and build a better future for all
our farmers.

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

Mairead McGuinness MEP
maireadmcguinness.ie
@MaireadMcGMEP

Keeping your interests
on the agenda
in challenging times
Mairead McGuinness MEP

First Vice-President of the European Parliament

www.eppgroup.eu
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INHERITANCE AND LAND TRANSFERS
John Cuddy

F

or most farming families one of the biggest
decisions they will make
relates to the transfer of the
land which is usually the main
asset in the family name. Few
families have enough land to
support more than one child so
invariably the decision comes
down to who gets the land.
When making the decision
it is important that there is a
plan in place for both parties
– those transferring and those
whom it is being transferred to.
This article will outline some
of the factors that need to be
considered and focuses mainly
on the implications for those
that are transferring or considering handing over to the next
generation. With regard to the
transfer of property, whether it
be in the transferee’s lifetime or

through instructions in a will,
careful consideration needs to
be given and proper legal advice sought.
While the financial implications of land transfers are
what gets most consideration,
it is equally important to recognise that this decision is also a
very emotional one. How will
you cope with retirement? Will
everything be ok financially?
Can you accept not being the
one to make decisions, especially if you think decisions
made are not the right ones?
Can you let go? How well do
you trust who you have passed
over the land to and their partner? It is not simple, and this is
why you need to spend time in
planning the transfer.
1. Making the first big
decision
The hardest part is making that
first big step. Once you do, be
decisive. The way the taxation

laws have been set up in recent
decades favours transferring
the full farm – as early as possible.
2. Getting advice
How you complete the transaction depends on the right advice for your situation. Where
there is an obvious candidate,
such as a son or daughter who
has helped on the farm all their
lives, then it is important to find
out how to transfer to that person as efficiently as possible.
Questions like whether you include the farmhouse with the
lands in the transfer will come
down to the individual situation
as there are tax implications involved.
Get the right advice. See
both your solicitor and a tax
specialist. Where you think
there may be any kind of complication – see a specialist solicitor. Good advice doesn’t
come cheap but it can work out

better for you in the long run.
3. Getting your facts right
There is no point spending
money on top experts if you do
not have your facts right. Often,
clients arrive to me and there
are rights of way or ancient
problems with the land that
have to be rectified before the
land can be transferred, these
delays can prove costly.
It is important to always
keep records of what you spent
on your holding. The cost of
adding value to land can be
deductible from a tax liability
so have a file and keep your
records. Don’t rely on your
solicitor or accountant to keep
them as, legally they are only
required to hold records for a
certain period which may be
much shorter than you might
require.
4. Planning
It is essential to begin this pro-

A ‘Fair Deal’ for nursing
home care for the elderly

A

factor that needs to be
considered more in relation to land transfers
is the cost of elderly care and
especially if this is to ever involve nursing home care. With
this being a very sensitive
issue, it is often never even
brought up in conversation by
either the transferor or transferee. However, the reality is the
numbers in nursing homes are
increasing and this increase is
reflected in farming circles.
In reading this you may be
the landowner that is thinking
about transferring the land or
maybe you are a family member that is waiting on that transfer or maybe you are another
interested party. Whatever your
situation it is important that
you are aware of how the need
for nursing home care, and
when the land is transferred,
might influence and impact on
the decisions taken by a family (see five-year rule at end of
this article). With that in mind
the remainder of this article is
designed to provide some basic
information on how the Fair
Deal scheme could affect you.
As it is means tested you will
need to seek further information from the HSE before you
make any final decision.
How does the Fair Deal
Scheme Work?
The Fair Deal operates on the
basis that the State pays for any
necessary Nursing Home care,
with the nursing home resident
contributing to this cost from
their income and/or assets. The
resident’s financial situation is
assessed to decide what contribution they will need to make.

cess as early as possible. Too
often, families begin talking
about transferring the land to
a child when the young trained
farmer is about to turn 35 after
which time she/he will lose
some of the reliefs available to
him/her.
5. Communication is key
Discuss your intentions with
your solicitor, your partner or,
if you are single, someone you
trust. Where both partners (husband & wife) are alive it is vital that this decision is reached
together and the process of
transfer agreed. Your plans will
also need to be discussed with
the person or persons that will
benefit from the transfer and
outline to them a timescale for
the transfer.
6. Always be mindful of all of
your children.
Charlie Haughey introduced
the Succession Act in 1965 and

Assessing your assets
Principal Residence:
When assessing assets it is
important to realise the first
€36,000 of your assets or
€72,000 for a couple is exempt.
After this for your principal
residence 7.5% of the value of
the residence is paid each year,
for up to three years where it is
a single person or in the case
of a couple where both are in
nursing home care. This totals
22.5%. After three years if you
are still getting long-term nurs-

ing home care you will not pay
any further contribution based
on the principal residence.
For couples the contribution based on the principal residence will be capped at 11.25%
where one member of the couple remains at home while the
other is in long-term care.
Farm or other assets:
As with the principal residence
a contribution of 7.5% each
year of the assessed value of
the farm or business is taken,
but for whatever length of time
the person(s) are in long-term
nursing home care.
This has the potential to
provide an indefinite charge
against the farm. However,
there are a number of circumstances where the three year
cap similar to the private residence can be applied. These
are:
(1) Where the person has suffered a sudden illness or disability which causes them to

need long-term nursing home
care;
(2) The person or partner was
actively engaged in the daily
management of the farm or
business up until the time of the
sudden illness or disability;
(3) A family successor certifies
that he or she will continue the
management of the farm.
Five-Year Rule
When carrying out the financial
assessment all income and assets will be assessed including
anything ‘you have deprived
yourself of in the five years
leading up to your application.’
In other words, any land transferred in the five years prior to
your application will be included in the financial assessment.
Nursing Home Loan
Legally referred to as an
‘Ancillary State Support’, this
effectively involves having
your assessed state contribution
(7.5% per annum) deferred and
collected from your estate.

7. Protecting after yourself
You should speak to your solicitor about ensuring that there
is a provision in any transfer
that ensures you will not be neglected in your later years. This
is particularly important if you
are transferring the farmhouse
with the farm.
John Cuddy is a solicitor based
in Loughrea, Co Galway.

INHFA seek Farm
Retirement Scheme
to help land
transfers to young
farmers

I

Where there are no assets or
savings involved the resident’s
contribution will come from
their pension whether that is
state or private. In these instances up to 80% of their
pension will be used as their
contribution. However, where
the resident has assets – whether that be house, land, cash in
bank or other – then a part of
these assessed assets will be
used to help pay for your nursing home care.

ensured that a parent should
make provision for all of their
children. This is known as Section 117 of the Succession Act
1965. It doesn’t mean that you
must divide your assets equally,
but that regard was had to each
child during your life. This section is what a child can invoke
when challenging the contents
of a will. The courts are slow
to intervene in these affairs but
at the same time a parent can’t
simply ignore a particular child
or children.

NHFA president Colm
O’Donnell has sought the
re-introduction of a Farm
Retirement Scheme similar to
the one that was in place up to
October 2009.
The scheme at the time
paid retired farmers a maximum of €15,000 per annum
for up to 10 years, provided
they had transferred their land
to a young trained farmer and
ended their involvement in
farming.
“This was a major factor
in delivering an early transfer
of land to young farmers,” Mr
O’Donnell said.
“It is significant to note
that after its suspension in
2009 land transfers to young
farmers stagnated and they
are still well behind where we
need to see them,” he added.
“While we currently have
incentives for young farmers
to help get them established, it
still needs older farmers willing to transfer on land. Unfortunately, for many farmers
in their early or mid-sixties
there are few employment
alternatives available to them
in many parts of rural Ireland.
For these farmers it’s not a
matter of them not wanting
to sign over, for them their
financial circumstance is dictating that they can’t,” the IN-

HFA leader pointed out.
“When the scheme was
suspended in 2009 we were at
the height of the financial crisis, but thankfully the economy has made a good recovery,” Mr O’Donnell said.
Recovery
“Unfortunately, this recovery
has yet to be felt in many parts
of rural Ireland as young people continue to leave. A farm
retirement scheme would provide the financial security that
older farmers need in order to
make that decision to transfer
the land. It would also encourage young farmers to stay
on, settle down, help develop
their local communities and
drive economic activity. This
can be a win, win,” he maintained.
The INHFA president
called on the Minister for
Agriculture, Michael Creed,
to look again at reintroducing
the scheme.
“A well-funded farm retirement scheme could provide older farmers with the
opportunity to retire with dignity and certainty, while helping in the transfer of land to
younger more energetic farmers who would have a reason
to stay in rural Ireland,” Mr
O’Donnell said.

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

page 7

Planning for the next
generation - making
your Will
John Cuddy

H

anding the farm down
to the next generation
can become a preoccupation for some farmers.
As the recent TG4 documentary, Crá sa Chré, illustrated, the Irish have an unhealthy
fascination and determination
to keep land in the family.
Traditionally, the inheritor
of the family farm was chosen
years in advance and would
have farmed the land for many
years before eventually receiving the holding as a gift. Often
the land was gifted in light of
the many years of work.
Nowadays, several influences have changed the manner in which land is handed
down to the next generation.
Children tend to see more opportunities in towns and cities.
They tend to see farming as an
unstable occupation with long
hours, few holidays and poor
returns.
National policy has sought
to influence the speed at which
land changes to the next generation by giving tax incentives
to transfer early. In addition,
the new farm grant system has
created a complex ‘entitlement’
structure that farmers are wary
of, particularly when transferring their property.
However, the fact remains
that the land must be transferred at some point.
TAX LIABILITY
Tax is probably the single biggest State-related influencer on
when and how you pass your
lands on. It is essential that you
plan your succession with both
Gift Tax and Capital Gains Tax
in mind. Sometimes the type
of planning required can take
years so it is important that you
contact your solicitor and/or
tax advisor as early as possible.
Consider Entitlements
Entitlements are a strange

entity in legal terms. An entitlement is in effect a promise
from the State to pay you a certain value per hectare on your
lands provided you enter the
scheme and perform the various conditions annually. Entitlements are subject to Capital
Gains Tax and other regulatory
penalties when trading them.
However, they do not attach to
your land specifically. So each
year, you could have different
land to receive the same entitlement payment over.
In a Will, entitlements
must be listed together with the
lands in order to pass with the
lands. If the Will is silent in relation to the entitlements, they
may not pass with the land and
this can create problems for the
beneficiary.

Capital Gains Tax (CGT)
Capital Gains Tax arises while
you are still alive and have
made a profit or gain on assets
during your lifetime. You can
only realise this gain/profit
when you dispose of the asset.
Farmers who inherit land
sometimes forget that the land
is given a market value at the
time of the inheritance and
this value is deducted from the
present day value when CGT is
to be considered. In addition,
Revenue allows you to deduct
the cost of receiving and passing on the gift.
Farmers will generally be
entitled to claim Retirement
Relief and will also now qualify for Entrepreneur’s Relief (a
relief that reduces the CGT rate
of tax to 10%).

Tax on Entitlements
Under the Revenue rules, entitlements are considered ‘Agricultural Property’ for the purpose of the Agricultural Relief
for Capital Acquisitions Tax.
However, it is important that
the beneficiary has reviewed
the rules.

Capital Acquisitions Tax
(CAT)
This is more commonly known
as Gift Tax and is paid by a
person inheriting the farm or
receiving the gift. Revenue allows each person to receive a
certain value of ‘gifts’ tax free
up to certain thresholds which
depend on the relationship to
the person giving the gift.
The closer the blood relation the bigger the tax free allowance, with a gift from parent to child being the highest at
€310,000. These thresholds last
for life so if you inherited a gift
from an uncle when you were a
child it will affect your threshold from another uncle now.

Tip – When transferring the
farm – try to ensure that everything passes as one entity, the
lands, the farm buildings, the
livestock, entitlements, farm
machinery. The entire farm
collectively is a business and
can be treated as one for the
purposes of tax.
Tip – when giving your farm
as a gift, try to ensure that you
will have the right to reside on
the farmhouse and the right to
be maintained and supported
from the proceeds of the farm.
Tip – Make decisions in your
own best interest and do not
diminish your own interest in
land to satisfy someone else.
Beware of the over-eager.

Phrases to know:
Executor – An executor is a
person you appoint to ensure
your wishes as set out in your
will are followed. It is important to consider carefully who
you want in this role and that
this person understands generally what your intentions are.
Beneficiary – This is the person or people who will benefit
under a will. It is important
that you discuss each beneficiary with your solicitor. It is
equally important that you discuss family members who may
think they have an entitlement
to your assets but you have decided against making them a
beneficiary.
Residuary Clause – When
making a will, a solicitor will
usually insert what is known
as a Residuary Clause. This is
a clause that covers all items
that have not been specifically
referred to in the will. It is also
important if a gift cannot be effective.
John Cuddy is a solicitor based
in Loughrea, Co Galway.
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INHFA SEEKS €150/HA/YEAR TO COVER
BURDEN OF DESIGNATIONS

Vincent Roddy, INHFA Director of Organisations

T

he Irish Natura and Hill
Farmers
Association
(INHFA) is calling for an
annual payment of €150/ha on
every hectare of Natura (designated land) in recognition
of the added burden resulting
from these designations.
This demand follows the
commencement of the formal
ratification of Natura 2000 sites
relating to Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs). Prior to

this these areas were European
Sites of Community Interest
(Candidate SACs).
“While landowners have
been operating under the burden of these candidate designations for some time no recognition of their actual burden
has been acknowledged by the
State,” stated INHFA president
Colm O’Donnell.
Currently anyone with
a designated site is restrict-

ed from carrying out normal
farming activity such as fencing, reclamation or ploughing,
digging or infilling, increasing
or reducing your stocking rates
or type of stock, controlled
burning, in addition to applying lime, fertiliser or farmyard
manure.
“In total there are 38 Activities Requiring Consent
(ARCSs), which even if got
often means a financial cost to

Land Designations –
Natura 2000 Sites
Vincent Roddy, INHFA Director of Organisations

F

or many farmers along
the western seaboard
a land designation in
the form of Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) or Special Protected Area (SPA)
is an issue with which they
have become very familiar.
These designations which
have been implemented on
the back of EU directives
are designed to help protect
Europe’s most valuable and
threatened species and habitats through a network of
sites. In Ireland there are almost 600 Natura 2000 sites
covering over 13% of the
land area of the country.
The responsibility for
deciding on what land is
designated and ensuring
the protection of these sites
rests with National Park and
Wildlife Service (NPWS).
Indeed, in the last few weeks
the NPWS has commenced
notifying landowners on
SAC sites of the final ratification of these locations
giving them full SAC status. The ratification of SPA

sites had already been completed, and while the SAC
sites were only candidate
locations (many still are)
all restrictions that related
to fully ratified SACs still
applied. So what are these
restrictions?
FARMING ON NATURA
2000 LAND
In total there are 38 different
Actions that require consent
(ARC’s) on a designated
or Natura 2000 site. These
actions are listed separately on this page and for any
landowner it is important
that they are aware of them,
as they will impact on your
farming activity.
While it is unlikely that
all 38 will apply to any one
site, it is quite probable that
20 or more will. Landowners that have been notified of
full SAC or SPA status will
have been informed of what
specific action(s) applies to
their site. For those landowners with candidate SAC
sites, then they are required

to get clarification and permission before carrying out
any activity that may have
an impact on the site.
These restrictions have
and continue to be a major
issue for many farmers as
they can on a more benign
level delay critical decisions
and actions, while for some
farmers they have added an
extra cost through the requirement of planning permission for actions such as
fencing.
Where this has been required farmers have often
spent in excess of €4,000
through engineering fees
and employing expert help
in developing a Natura Impact Statement.
Landowners with these
restrictions are now facing
the prospect of having these
restrictions added as a burden to their property folio.
This will have the effect of
devaluing their property.
While this only becomes
an issue when a landowner
is selling the property concerned, it is a growing concern for many farmers.

SEÁN KYNE TD

Minister of State & TD
for Galway West/Mayo South
Bóthar an Spidéil, Maigh Cuilinn,
Co. na Gaillimhe J91 TY84
Bohermore, Galway. H91 K8X8

Tel: +353 (0)91 868 111
Email: sean.kyne@oir.ie

CONTINUED SUCCESS TO INHFA

farmers through the requirement of planning,” explained
Mr O’Donnell.
While all sites may not be
subject to all 38 ARCs, a formal designation of an SAC site
(seen by the INHFA) on the
north Atlantic coastline has 20
ARCs to comply with.
This according to Mr
O’Donnell effectively sterilises and devalues this land and
he advised farmers to be aware

of a requirement in the written
notification to them relating
to Article 25 of the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulation of
2011. This states ‘that an owner
or occupier of land within a European Site, who wishes to dispose of any interest in relation
to the land, including rights, to
any other person, must notify
that person in writing, prior to
disposing of the land, that the

site is a European site and indicate any restrictions that applies to the site.’
“This added legal burden
will significantly devalue the
property and risk the continued viability of farm families
in these areas which is why a
payment of €150/ha/year to
landowners is a small price for
Europe and the State in helping
to protect these sites,” the INHFA leader insisted.

Activities Requiring Concent (ARC)
Appendix 13: Activities Requiring Consent (ARC) List

Code
ARC-01
ARC-02
ARC-03
ARC-04
ARC-05
ARC-06
ARC-07
ARC-08
ARC-09
ARC-10
ARC-11
ARC-12
ARC-13
ARC-14
ARC-15
ARC-16
ARC-17
ARC-18
ARC-19
ARC-20

ARC-21
ARC-22
ARC-23
ARC-24
ARC-25
ARC-26
ARC-27
ARC-28
ARC-29
ARC-30
ARC-31

ARC-32
ARC-33
ARC-34
ARC-35
ARC-36
ARC-37
ARC-38
other

Activity description
Reclamation, including infilling.
Use of excavators, rock breakers, bulldozers, back hoes or use of any other hydraulically-powered
excavation equipment.
Blasting, drilling, dredging or otherwise removing or disturbing rock, minerals, mud, sand, gravel or other
sediment.
All activities relating to turf cutting and/or peat extraction.
Cutting, uprooting or otherwise removing plants. [Consent is not required for harvesting of cultivated
crops, or for grazing or mowing.]
Introduction, or re-introduction, of plants or animals not found in the area. [Consent is not required for
the planting of crops on established reseeded grassland or cultivated land.]
Removal of geological specimens including rock samples, minerals or fossils.
Undertaking scientific research involving the collection and removal of biological material.
Construction or alteration of tracks, paths, roads, bridges, culverts or access routes.
Construction, removal or alteration of fences, stone walls, hedgerows, banks or any field boundary other
than temporary electric fencing. [Consent is not required for normal maintenance.]
Digging, ploughing, harrowing or otherwise disturbing soil or substrate. [Consent is not required for these
activities on established reseeded grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 50m from a
river, stream, floodplain, wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Applying inorganic or organic fertiliser, including slurry and farmyard manure. [Consent is not required for
these activities on established reseeded grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 20m from
a river, stream or floodplain; or greater than 50m from a wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Applying lime. [Consent is not required for this activity on established reseeded grassland or cultivated
land provided it is greater than 20m from a river, stream or floodplain; or greater than 50m from a
wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Storage, burial, disposal or recovery of any materials. [Consent is not required for these activities on
established reseeded grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 20m from a river, stream or
floodplain; or greater than 50m from a wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Burning, topping, clearing scrub or rough vegetation or reseeding. [Consent is not required for these
activities on established reseeded grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 20m from a
river, stream or floodplain; or greater than 50m from a wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Modification of caves and/or their entrances.
Agricultural improvement of heath or bog.
Application of pesticides, including herbicides. [Consent is not required for these activities on established
reseeded grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 20m from a river, stream or floodplain or
greater than 50m from a wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Supplementary feeding of livestock. [Consent is not required for this activity on established reseeded
grassland or cultivated land provided it is greater than 20m from a river or stream; or greater than 50m
from a wetland, lake, turlough or pond.]
Significant changes in livestock density (including introduction of grazing), changes in livestock type or
grazing season, other than on established reseeded grassland. [Consent is not required for changes of less
that 20% in livestock density unless notice has been given that a lower percentage is applicable to a
particular site.]
Grazing of livestock between 1st April and 31st October on traditional winterages.
Changing of agricultural use from hay meadow to any other use.
Mowing of grass crops. [Consent is not required unless notice has been given that mowing on specified
lands is likely to interfere with the breeding and reproduction of corncrakes during the period specified in
the said notice.]
Works on, or alterations to, the banks, bed or flow of a drain, watercourse or water body.
Drainage works including digging, deepening, widening or blocking a drain, watercourse or water body.
Entry of livestock or machinery into stretches of river containing, or upstream from, freshwater pearl
mussel.
Water abstraction, sinking of boreholes and wells.
Felling of trees or removing timber, including dead wood.
Planting of trees or multi-annual bio-energy crops.
Any activity intended to disturb birds, including by mechanical, air, gas, wind powered or audible means.
Developing or consenting to the development or operation of commercial recreational/visitor facilities or
activities.
Off-road recreational use of mechanically propelled vehicles.
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Using or permitting the use of land for car parking.
Alteration, renovation or removal of buildings, ruins or other structures.
Alterations or repair of sea defences or coast protection works, including cliff or landslip drainage or
stabilisation measures.
Harvesting marine invertebrate species in intertidal areas.
Driving mechanically propelled vehicles in intertidal areas, except over prescribed access routes.
Undertaking active acoustic surveys in the marine environment.
Predatory control.
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PUTTING A VALUE ON HILL
FARMERS’ GOODWILL
John Moran

M

any Irish farmers
especially along the
western
seaboard
have in the last number of years
seen a significant increase in
the number of tourists seeking
to access their land.
This increase in visitor
numbers has given us as farmers the added challenge of now
being hosts and tourist guides,
in addition to farming and
managing what are some of the
most environmentally sensitive
sites in Europe.
In some areas, farmers’
everyday activity involves
providing advice to hill walkers, often while checking or
rounding up sheep that we are
obliged to carry by the Department of Agriculture.
While I and many farmers
like me has never seen this as
a major issue, I have in recent
times started to wonder how
interruptions like this would be
viewed by some lowland farmers.
Would the advice I give to
hill walkers (to make sure they
keep their dog on a lead so as
not to frighten my sheep or to
make sure they close the gate
so the sheep don’t get onto the
road) be given in the same tone
by a dairy farmer if he saw
someone walking through his

field of dairy cows with Lassie running alongside him or if
a busload of walkers eager to
make the most of their limited
time take shortcuts through a
field of barley where harvesting has just begun?
We will never know the answer to any of those questions
because they are unlikely to
ever be asked, which brings me
to the main issue.
What value is put on my
time as a farmer? This question is complicated by the fact
that I am a farmer who has to
work within strict EU regulations pertaining to designated
(SAC) land. I have a quota on
the number of sheep I can have,
but yet I’m required to have a
minimum number. And all this
against a backdrop of not having a constant and well paid
market for these ‘compulsory’
sheep.
What value is put on my
time as an environmentalist who is obliged to operate
within guidelines drafted by an
ecologist where I could be held
responsible for the outcomes of
these guidelines even though I
did all I could to implement the
complicated rules?.
What value is put on my
time as a tourist guide, when
our land and our farming way
of life is the primary tourist attraction?
A dairy farmer can put a
value on their time because

they know what they been
paid for a litre of milk and they
know what their costs are, and
they know how many hours in
any given week they work.
But for me, and many others like me, we have a dilemma.
We can assess how much profit
or loss a hill lamb made, but
when it comes to assessing our
time on the hill, how much was
spent farming and how much
was spent delivering a public
good by either managing these
valuable environments or acting as an unpaid tourist guide
on private lands made available
for public use to support the local and national economy.
This public goodwill that
we provide needs to have a
value put on it, just like the
litre of milk. This goodwill is,
through tourism in particular,
generating significant revenue
for local communities and the
wider economy, but it is being
undervalued.
For this reason it is essential that we bring in an independent body to assess its value.
When this happens I would not
be one bit surprised in a report
that sees a hectare of hill land
delivering more to the national
economy than the best hectare
of lowland.
Let’s get to the truth and let’s
get our goodwill assessed and
paid for.
John Moran is Mayo INHFA
chairperson.

IAN KENNY LTD.
Agricultural Consultant

Hill farmer goodwill is generating significant revenue for local communities and the wider
economy, but it is being undervalued.

Supporting INHFA and
INHFA Members
Ballyshane, Cloghan, Co. Offaly
Ph. 087-2501683

www.iankenny.ie
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SUMMARY OF THE INHFA’S CAP
PROPOSALS TO 2020 AND BEYOND

T

he CAP programme post
2020 is critically important for Irish farmers (especially those involved in beef
and sheep) as payments provide the support to ensure the
viability of these enterprises.
The reform process on
this occasion is particularly
complicated by the impending
departure of the United Kingdom from the EU. Brexit will
adversely impact on agriculture through reduced trade and
market access for Irish exports,
and a reduction in overall CAP
funding.
However, the INHFA believes that a properly structured CAP programme (even
with a slight reduction in
funding) can deliver improved
results for many Irish farmers
provided certain principles are
applied.
These principles should
focus on protecting the family
farm; ensuring that the terms
and conditions of the various
schemes are clear, simple and
understandable with the Farmers Charter of Rights included
in the terms and conditions;
all farmers recognised and
rewarded for the public good
they provide; include a clear
definition at EU level of the
term ‘active farmer’.

of a front-loaded payment.
Recommending that the maximum payment for all Pillar 1
schemes which now stands at
€150,000 be at least halved.

Phil Hogan
PILLAR 1
The INHFA is proposing a
percentage breakdown in
payments from the Pillar 1
schemes as follows.
• Basic Payment (or its 		
equivalent) 46% to 56% - (depending on coupled support)
• Greening or an equivalent
scheme to combat climate
change 30%
• Natura 2000 (land designations) payment 10%
• Optional coupled support for
vulnerable sectors - up to 10%
• Young Farmer and National
Reserve 4%
BASIC PAYMENT
Proposing to break any remaining link with the historic reference years of 2000, 2001 and
2002 and set a new reference
year of 2019 with the option

GREENING – CLIMATE
CHANGE PAYMENT
The three options that currently
exist to remain in place, but the
payment in all member states
to be paid at a flat rate based on
30% of the Pillar 1 budget for
each country – in Ireland this
would be approximately €80/
ha. This should be a standalone
scheme in Pillar 1.
NATURA 2000 PAYMENT
In recognition of the clear burden imposed on farmers with
designated SAC and SPA land
the INHFA is recommending
a direct payment of €150/ha/
year on every hectare. These
farmers have delivered habitats
that some farming practices
have destroyed elsewhere and
are now restricted through 39
different consensual actions.
A payment in recognition of
this burden is required which
is separate to any management
payment currently paid through
schemes such as GLAS.
YOUNG FARMER TOPUP AND NATIONAL RESERVE

Ray Gilmartin Ltd.
AGRICULTURAL &
ENVIRONMMENTAL CONSULTANTS

GLAS Planning
National Reserve Applications
Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Building Applications
Technical Advice
Planning Permission
Nutrient Management
Cross Compliance
Convent Avenue, Drumshanbo, Co Leitrim.
Tel: (071)9640655. Mobile: (087) 8325519
E-mail: raygilagri@eircom.net

The INHFA is recommending
a 4% overall fund here. While
this is a 1% reduction on the
current programme, if our
proposed changes to the Basic
Payment through front loading and a new reference year
is introduced then most young
farmers and new entrants will
be catered for anyway.
COUPLED SUPPORT
Member States should have the
option to couple up to 10% of
the Pillar 1 budget for vulnerable sectors.
PILLAR 2 – RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Areas of Natural Constraint
Continued support for those
farmers who have a bio-physical constraint on their land
should be paid through the
ANC scheme or an equivalent.
This payment should reflect the
level of constraint.
Agri-Environmental Scheme
Schemes here should be available to all farmers and for the
first two years opened for applications all year. Proper consultation with farmers needs
to be conducted and acted
on unlike what happened on
the commonage plans under
GLAS. The scheme needs to
pay more and must be simpler
to draft and implement.
Voluntary Early Retirement
Scheme
In order to bring young farmers into the industry we need
to encourage older farmers
to leave. An early retirement
scheme similar to that which

was in place up to 2009 would
deliver significant progress on
this front.
Other areas to be covered
under the Rural Development
Programme to include:
• Farm Modernisation/

Improvement and Safety
Programme;
• Locally Led Scheme;
• Community and Rural
Development Scheme
(LEADER).
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What INHFA want from
the ANC review
Joe Condon

T

he Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC)
deals with areas of land
situated on the mainland which
are designated as disadvantaged, previously known as
Disadvantaged Area Scheme
(DA) and prior to that it was
known as the Headage Scheme.
Each member state in the
EU has their own guidelines on
how the ANC payment is to be
distributed. During an EU audit
of the scheme, auditors found
that socio-economic rules for
measuring handicaps on land
resulted in unequal treatment
of farmers. For example, some
were overpaid and some were
underpaid relative to the constraints of the land they farmed.
To fix these irregularities
the ANC review was launched.
The ANC review seeks to
remedy this by introducing a
scientific assessment based on
bio-physical criteria that the
land must meet to qualify as
constrained. In Ireland’s case,
this review has been delayed
for a further year by supporting
an omnibus proposal by other EU member states such as
Austria, to postpone this until

2018. This delay has resulted in
a windfall for the farmers who
would have lost out in a review
of an extra year’s payment at
the full rate. Mainly farmers in
the lowlands and in the less severe category.
Currently payment rates
are based on three land type
designations:
(i) Mountain type land;
(ii) More severely handi
capped (lowland);
(iii) Less severely handicapped
(lowland).
The payment rates are set by
Member States based on various criteria relating to income
forgone and costs incurred.
One of the criteria used by
Ireland to set payment rates is
Central Statistics Office (CSO)
figures based on Standard Output (SO). The SO figure for
mountain type land is €83.64/
ha, more severely handicapped
(lowland) is €748.58/ha and
less severely handicapped
(lowland) is €966.87/ha, with
non disadvantaged land at
€1,063.78/ha.

The SO figure for mountain
type land is artificially low due
to the following specific constraints:
Restric(a) Environmental
tions-destocking 50% min/
max;
(b) Difficult topography/terrain limiting land use to extensive grazing with mountain
sheep;
(c) Legal structure governing
unenclosed hill limits land use,
while the cumulative effect
of multiple bio-physical constraints also restrict activity.
The INHFA asserts that the
SO figures for mountain sheep
grazing (MSG) land are a clear
indication of income forgone
and that this income forgone
is primarily due to an environmental constraint where stocking rates for undamaged habitats, set by the Government, are
at an average of 1 ewe/ha.
The
Government
announced an extra €25 million
to be allocated to ANC in this
year’s budget. Senior officials
in the Department have indicated that this money can be

allocated as a flat rate top up
for all eligible farmers, or as a
targeted payment.
INHFA is demanding that
the Government choose the
targeted payment option to
address the anomaly in the SO
figures above and INHFA is
calling for this money to be allocated to MSG areas. For the
allocation of the €25 million,
INHFA are proposing using the
3-point plan:
• Front loading of payments
on the first 20ha from €107/
ha to €137/ha.
• Increasing the rate per hect
are from €107/ha to €137/
ha.
• Increasing the hectare limit
from 34ha to 40ha.
INHFA also believes that addressing the unequal treatment
of farmers anomaly in MSG
SO figures is a justification of
the retention of this category of
land in the ANC review.
Joe Condon is Policy Advisor
and National Council
Member of INHFA
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INHFA set date
for national
ANC campaign

T

he INHFA is launching a campaign which aims
to have the additional €25 million announced
in the budget by Minister Creed for the 2018
ANC Scheme to be targeted at land with the highest
level of natural constraint.
Following on from four regional ANC rallies held
earlier this year in Letterkenny, Co Donegal, Newport, Co Mayo, Maam Cross, Co Galway and Manorhamilton, Co Leitrim, a national rally will be held on
Friday, December 1 at the Sligo Southern Hotel in
Sligo city. The rally kicks off at 8pm.
The INHFA is calling on all members of the association and farm families to come out in strength to
deliver a strong message to Minister Creed and the
Government that this additional funding is targeted at the land type with the highest level of natural
constraint and by doing so implement the INHFA
three-point plan for the scheme. This plan calls for:
1. The front loading of payments on first 20
hectares;
2. An increased rate per hectare;
3. An increase in the number of eligible hectares
from 34 to 40.
The INHFA has clearly called for the retention of the
Mountain Sheep Grazing (MSG) area in the review as
a separate payment category as it is already delineated and mapped. We are now calling for targeting
of the increased budget.
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Know your rights with the
Citizens Information Centre
Declan Weir

F

or free, totally confidential and impartial information and advice, now
is a really good time to contact
your local Citizens Information Centre (CIC). The details
of Budget 2018 have recently
been announced, and you might
be wondering what effect it will
have on your family’s income
in relation to taxation, or social
welfare, or eligibility for student grants.
Type of queries we deal with?
Even if you’re not concerned
about Budget 2018 or any of
those specific issues, it’s always a good idea to drop in
to the CIC or give us a call as
we have a wide range of free
booklets and leaflets and information on a huge variety of
other issues. Whether you’re
looking for application forms
for a passport, a medical card
or Family Income Supplement,
or advice on social welfare
payments, or an overview of
employment rights, the CIC is
the ideal place to start.
The nature of the queries we
deal with in the CIC very much
depends on what’s happening

in the country at the time. For
example, during the economic
downturn redundancy was a
significant worry for many employees, but that is not such a
common query nowadays, and
has been replaced for many
by accommodation worries.
It also depends on the time of
year. For example, during the
summer we deal with a lot of
queries relating to the Back to
School Clothing and Footwear
Allowance; whereas, in the autumn and early winter it’s more
likely that people will ask about
the Fuel Allowance.
Recently, for farmers and
their families, two main subjects have come up more regularly than others: State Pensions and Farm Assist (which is
covered on opposite page) and
the Rural Social Scheme.
State Pensions and what
stamps are required?
In terms of pensions, particularly in the last couple of years,
we have helped large numbers
of people access their PRSI records, or ‘stamps,’ as they are
still commonly known. In past
years, people sometimes found
out too late that they didn’t
have enough PRSI to qualify
for a Contributory State Pen-

sion. Now we are all, thankfully, much better informed, and
many people are accessing their
PRSI records early enough to
make sure they know what they
need to do to qualify for a Contributory State Pension.
Just to clarify - and without
going into too much detail in order to qualify for a Contributory State Pension, you
currently need 520 paid PRSI
contributions, and an average
of at least 10 paid or credited
contributions during your time
in insurable employment or
self-employment. The Pension
is currently payable at the age
of 66, but this will increase to
67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.
What Self-employed Class
‘S’ stamps cover?
It is very important for farmers to be aware that the Class
‘S’ contributions they pay as
self-employed farmers may
well entitle them to a Contributory State Pension, but will
not, unfortunately, provide
them with cover for short-term
social welfare supports such as
Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness
Benefit. There has been much
talk about levelling the PRSI
playing field to ensure that the
self-employed are treated the

same as employees, and progress is being made, for example, Budget 2017 included an
announcement that Invalidity
Pension will be extended to
self-employed people from December 2017.

of our service is evident when
you see the relief on someone’s
face when their question is answered in plain language, or
when we offer practical help
to someone struggling with an
application form.

Help in understanding your
PRSI?
The PRSI contributions summary provided by the Department of Employment Affairs
and Social Protection (the name
has recently been changed from
the Department of Social Protection) can be quite daunting
for those who are not familiar
with it. Several people have
commented that when they
requested their PRSI record
summary, they expected to be
informed how much pension
they would get and when they
would get it. Instead, they find
themselves trying to decipher
a page or two of numbers arranged in rows and columns
listing all of the years and all of
the stamps paid since they first
started work and paying PRSI.
For those of us working in the
CIC, these personal interactions
with our clients confirm how
bewildering the Social Welfare
system can be if you are unfamiliar with it, and the value

Rural Social Scheme
The RSS provides a supplementary income for low-income farmers and fishermen/
women who are in receipt of
a social welfare payment such
as Farm Assist. While The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection has
overall responsibility for the
RSS, locally it is managed by
local development companies
and in the Gaeltacht areas, by
Údarás na Gaeltachta. Participants work 19.5 hours per
week and engage in work that
is of benefit to their rural community.
Dangers of out of date information
Often clients come in to ask a
particular question and start by
saying how they had been told
by a third party that they would
or wouldn’t be able to claim
a certain support or payment.
Unfortunately, this information
is often out of date, or simply

wrong. It isn’t such a problem
for those who check the details
with the CIC just to make sure,
as a well trained and experienced information provider can
soon clarify the facts and steer
the person in the right direction.
Contact Details
CICs provide a free, confidential and impartial service from
more than 260 locations around
Ireland. It can be reached on
0761074000, Monday to Friday 9am to 8pm. This network
is funded and supported by the
Citizens Information Board
(CIB), the statutory body which
supports the provision of information, advice and advocacy
on a broad range of public and
social services.
The CIB also provides the
Citizens Information website
- citizensinformation.ie – and
also funds and supports the
Money Advice and Budgeting
Service (MABS).

NICOLE WALSH
S O L I C I T O R

FARM TRANSFERS
PROBATE
AGRI-LEASES
CONVEYANCING

Providing specialist advice in the West of Ireland
TUBBERCURRY, CO. SLIGO
T: 071-9120569. E: nwalsh@nicole-walsh.com
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Farm Assist – you may qualify?
The Farm Assist Scheme is an income support scheme for farmers with low
incomes. A total of €82.8 million has been allocated for the scheme in 2017.

Currently there are 7,346 farmers availing of the scheme and there may be many more farmers
that could qualify but have not yet applied. This is due in part to significant changes made in last
year’s Budget that came into effect this March.
These changes mean that farm income is now assessed at 70% down from 100% and there
are additional disregards for children. This is beneficial to farmers and we would encourage all
low income farmers, including those who are working (or their partner working), to contact their
Social Welfare Intreo office and have their income assessed.
BACKGROUND AND ELIGIBILITY
Farm Assist is a means-tested payment where income from the farm and from other sources
outside the farm is assessed. It is paid to people who are aged between 18 and 66. It is not a
requirement to own a farm as the legislation states that the person applying for Farm Assist must
be engaged in farming.
For this scheme, you are considered a farmer if you farm land that you own or lease and that
you use for the purpose of husbandry (working the land with the object of taking produce from
the land). The land, including commonage, must be within the State. A person is not eligible to get
Farm Assist if they lease or let their land.
MEANS ASSESSMENT – HOW IT WORKS
To qualify for Farm Assist, you must show that your means are below a certain level.
Your means are:
- Any income belonging to you, your spouse, civil partner or cohabitant,
- Property belonging to you, your spouse, civil partner or cohabitant (except your home),
- Any other assets that could provide you with an income.
Your income from farming and other self-employment is assessed as gross income that you, your
spouse, civil partner or cohabitant may reasonably be expected to receive, less any farm related
expenses you incur to earn that income.
Income from the previous 12 months is used as an indication in estimating your likely future
earnings. However, account is taken of the potential for significant upward or downward variations
in income from one year to the next and it is not assumed that the previous 12 months’ income will
be received in the coming year
Budget 2017 introduced new measures in relation to the assessment of means for Farm Assist.
All Farm Assist recipients assessed with means have had their payments adjusted to take into
account the changes in Budget 2017.
Since, March 8 this year, farm income is now assessed at 70%, down from 100%, with an
additional annual means disregard of €254 for each of the first two children and €381 for the
third and subsequent children. The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection
divides this figure by 52 to get the weekly means. The difference between the weekly means and
the appropriate weekly amount of social welfare payment is the amount of Farm Assist payable.
Figures for all farm income and farm expenses (not household) should be supported by appropriate
documentation i.e. receipts, invoices.
EXAMPLE
You are a farmer with a qualified adult dependant and three qualified children. You have 60 acres
of land and you are involved in mixed farming.
Example
EXPENSES
Livestock purchased
Feed/fertiliser
Vet/medicines
Agri contractors
Tractor expenses
Electricity/phone/motor
		
Repairs
		
Bank interest paid
		
Miscellaneous expenses
Total expenses
Net income
€7,711 x 70% = €5397.70 per year or €103.80 per week.
Means rounded to = €104 a week
Current max. rate of Farm Assist paid for claimant, adult dependant &
3 children				
Less means				
Farm Assist				
INCOME		
Sale of cattle
€9,900
Sale of lambs
€3,600
Subsidies
€6,111
Gross income
€19,611

€2,900
€2,500
€750
€1,000
€1,400
€650
€700
€1,500
€300
€11,700
€7,711
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Vincent Roddy

Formula
• Income from GLAS or AEOS:
Minus first €2,540		
Divide answer by 2
Minus expenses
Example
Income (GLAS)
€4200
Minus
€2540
Total
€1660
Divided by 2 =
€830
• Divide answer by 52 = €15.96
• This would be taken from final weekly payment and when
used in the example above would reduce that persons Farm
Assist weekly payment from €296.50 to €280.54

Yearly value of means

Weekly value of means

Means from insurable employment
The Department assesses your net income (gross income less PRSI, the pension levy, union dues
and superannuation) as follows:
• The Department deducts €20.00 from your net weekly earnings for every day worked up to a
maximum of 3 days (€60.00), and assess 60% of the remaining earnings as weekly means
How we assess investments and savings
The Department does not take the actual income from investments and savings as your means.
Instead, it adds together the following items and use a formula to work out your means:
• cash value of investments and property (except your home),
• money in savings accounts, and
• cash-in-hand or in a current account.
Assessment:
Capital:
First €20,000
€20,000 - €30,000
€30,000 - €40,000
Over €40,000

Weekly means assessed:
Nil
€1 per €1,000
€2 per €1,000
€4 per €1,000

It is important to note that capital assessment does not include property which is being personally
used or enjoyed by you. These include the family home where you reside or a premises or a farm
of land that you use in carrying out a business.
Where you do own property other than that which you live in, the current market value of the
property or land is established (having regard to local property prices), as well as the amount
of any outstanding mortgages, if any. The balance (market value less outstanding mortgage) is
assessed as capital as outlined in the table above.
Rates of Payment
FARM ASSIST
Personal rate
Increase for a Qualified adult
Increase for a Qualified child
		

MAXIMUM WEEKLY RATE
€193.00
€128.10
€29.80 (full-rate)
€14.90 (half-rate)

Each application for Farm Assist is considered on a case by case basis with reference to the unique
individual circumstances of each applicant, which vary considerably.
An increase is payable for each child dependant if you are receiving an increase for a qualified
adult. If you do not qualify for an increase for a qualified adult dependant, you may receive a halfrate increase for each qualified child dependant.
The table below shows the rates of farm assist payable to different family types where the
applicant’s means are assessed as nil and as €5,000 per annum (taking account of all income
disregards including those for children).

€410.50
€104.00
€296.50

In this example, the amount of Farm Assist you may receive is €296.50 per week. – If also in
receipt of a GLAS payment - see below.
MEANS FROM GLAS, SACS AND AEOS & BURREN LIFE SCHEME
The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection assesses income from the Special
Areas of Conservation Scheme (SACS), Green Low Carbon Agri-environmental Scheme (GLAS),
Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and the Burren Life scheme separately from other
farm income, using the formula above.

It is not possible to determine a person’s eligibility for Farm Assist without a full means test being
conducted.
Expenditure on Farm Assist for 2016 was over €78.83 million and €82.8 million has been
allocated for the scheme this year.
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THE LEADER PROGRAMME
What is it and what can it do for you?
Shauna Heffernan

L

EADER is a joint EU/
National
Exchequer
funded programme of
grant aid which has operated in
Ireland since 1991. Its purpose
is to enable rural communities
take an active part in decision
making around funding initiatives and business development
relevant to their own areas.
Its ‘bottom-up and community-led’ decision making approach has been a model for the
delivery of a number of subsequent EU programmes – with
Ireland being at the forefront
of LEADER success across the
European Union.
LEADER is financed
through the Rural Development
Programme. However, LEADER’s objectives are social as
well as economic. Projects
need to promote local development in rural areas by facil-

itating diversification, creating
new small enterprises and job
creation.
Each LEADER area has a
Local Action Group (there are
29 LAGs in the country) made
up of community representatives, social partners, elected
representatives and statutory
agencies. The private sector
makes up a minimum of 51%
of every LAG.
The LAG is in charge of
delivering the programme at a
local level. Each LAG develops a strategy which highlights
and prioritises the development
needs and potential of the particular local area. While the
LEADER programme has the
same themes and sub-themes
across the country, each LAG
identifies the priorities for their
own locale, and what actions
are then eligible for funding
under these priorities (see table
below).
Farmers, sole traders, in-

dividuals, SMEs, community
groups and networks may all
be eligible to apply for funding,
subject to them being located
in a LEADER area and having a project that falls under
the priorities of the Local Development Strategy. Funding
is available for projects which
require the purchase of certain
goods, services or works. These
include equipment, capital,
marketing, feasibility and training, amongst other things.
While LEADER has often been seen as a funder for
projects outside the farm gate,
it may be of particular interest
to farm families to know that
there are a number of farmbased activities which can be
supported by LEADER.
In particular, funding can
be sought for initiatives which
add value to the existing farming activity or which expand
the portion of the farm used
in non-agricultural activity.

Projects involving processing,
packaging, storage, marketing etc. of both primary and
non-agricultural products can
be supported. Among the activities eligible for consideration are the development of a
farm-based tourist activity and
accommodation, as well as the
collective marketing of product
or services or areas.
Not to forget the plethora
of community type projects
which have been supported
by LEADER in rural areas –
playgrounds, recreation areas,
farmers’ markets, Community
training, area plans, feasibility
studies, destination marketing,
local and regional events and
festivals.
In general, private applicants may be eligible for up
to a maximum of 50% of the
costs of their project (to certain
maxima), while community applicants may be eligible for up
to a maximum of 75% of the
costs of their project (to certain
maxima). Certain types of projects such as feasibility studies
(analysis and development) or
training can attract higher rates
of aid.
The maximum amount of

Cairde Sligo Arts Festival
grant aid for private projects is
€200,000 – this would be the
exception rather than the rule.
All applicants have to make a
robust business case for any
level of investment. The value
for money of the possible grant
is assessed against the potential
outputs of the project. These
include job creation, new services in a local area, innovation, and secondary economic

benefits etc.
In many areas of the country, the LEADER Programme
is rolled out by Local Development Companies and it is here
that you make your first point
of contact to discuss your idea.
Shauna Heffernan is
Programme Coordinator at
Co. Sligo Leader Partnership
Co. Ltd.

Connemara farmer shows
the value of diversification

M
FORUM Connemara CLG. is a Local
Development Company whose main aim is
the economic and social development of the
Connemara region.
Forum Connemara CLG
Letterfrack, Connemara, Co. Galway, Ireland.
Registered Charitable Status No. CHY9925,
Info@forumconnemara.ie
+353 (0)95 41116

Proudly Supporting
Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association

y Name is Tom Nee
and I live in Leenane,
Connemara, Co Galway. I’m a sheep farmer and
keep Blackface mountain
ewes. I have always had an
off-farm job but with the
downturn in the economy
work was hard to find.
I had an idea to set up a
small business on my holding
overlooking the beautiful Killary Harbour. I wanted to try
agri-tourism so I approached
Forum Connemara, the local
development company, and
they told me about the LEADER programme and helped me
get my agri-tourism business
up and running.
Agri Tourism
What visitors see on my farm
is sheepdog demonstrations,
sheep shearing demonstrations, traditional turf cutting
and bottle feeding orphan
lambs.
What I’m offering on my
farm to visitors has been a
good success. I now find myself working full time on my
farm – at a mix of tourism and
farming.
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Getting Galloways
onto the uplands
Seán Martin

I

n the1990s the Department of Agriculture
drew up Commonage
Framework Plans which
tied farmers to reduced
stocking rates for environmental schemes such as
REPS and AEOS.
That policy of destocking led to large areas of
wooded heather and purple
moor grass becoming prevalent on the hills. Any area
with long wooded heather
is now deemed ineligible for payment under the
ANC and Basic payment
scheme, because in the
Department’s words “there
is no farming activity on
these areas.”
In order to get our hills
back to the condition they
were in previously famers are going to have to be
allowed to graze our uplands under a different set
of regulations. One way
of achieving this could be
by grazing cattle all year
round on the hills.

In 2011 after some research and in consultation
with the Department I
decided to introduce Galloway cattle to my own
commonage. I chose the
Galloway breed because
of their hardiness and their
ability to graze on heather
and molina grass, (purple
moor grass).
Native to Scotland,
Galloways are a hardy
breed with a double coat
of hair that means they
can live outdoors all year
around and thrive on the
tough mountain grasses.
On hill and upland pastures the Galloway breed
will graze down purple
moor grass and heather,
which improves the natural

herbage for sheep, wildlife
and game through the removal of this roughage.
The Galloway cow is a
hardy low-cost animal that
is easy calving and has an
abundant supply of milk.
She is long-living and can
be relied on to produce
calves every year, with
many cows producing regularly into their teens and
beyond.
Galloway steers and
heifers yield beef of the
highest quality on low cost
finishing rations. Studies
have shown that Galloway
beef is low in total fat and
in saturated fat.
The beef is also high
in beneficial Omega 3 and
Omega 6 fatty acids, and is

therefore more beneficial
than pork and as good as
chicken or salmon.
My
experience
of
working with this particular breed over the past six
years has convinced me
that along with being an
excellent management tool
for grazing the uplands
they are also a very profitable animal.
What is needed now is
for all the stakeholders, the
Department of Agriculture,
Teagasc and the farmers, to
come together and come up
with a research scheme that
will ensure that our uplands
are managed in a proper
way into the future.

Clar Road, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal
T: 074 97 23645
Trevor-087-1711323, Ciaran 087 6408883
Rory-087-2446508, Derek- 087-6598832
Full details on www.mcgintytractors.com

EXCELLENT FINANCE
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

With hill farmers, we are committed to work towards achieving the following
shared policy outcomes:
•
A fair price for the primary producer.
•
A fairer CAP that safeguards direct payments.
•
Reformed ANC scheme which compensates for land constraint.
•
Ensure farmers are price makers not price takers.
•
Increase farm profitability and fair competition in all farm sectors.
•
A National Food Ombudsman.
•
Introduce a €200 suckler cow payment.
•
Ensure transparency in the food chain.
•
Fair farm inspections and end disproportionate penalties.

Contact Details: Fianna Fáil, 65-66 Lower Mount St, Dublin 2,
Phone: 01 676 1551. Email: info@fiannafail.ie
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Current update on Farming Schemes
Henry O’Donnell
GLAS
For Farmers in GLAS 1 and 2
All farmers are in the first and
second year of their tranche
and actions chosen in the plan
are up and going at this stage.
Physical items such as bird
boxes, bat boxes, bee boxes,
and fencing of watercourses etc
must be in place.
Nutrient Management Plans
These need to be completed by
your approved planner by December 31, 2017. The nutrient
management plan (NMP) is
completed by taking a selection
of soil samples from the farm
which when analysed will give
a profile of the fertility of the
farm.
A plan is then drawn up
for the lime requirement and
fertiliser usage on the farm
which is submitted online to
the Department of Agriculture.
Any farmer who has not a NMP
submitted by this date will be
removed from the scheme and
all payments received will be
recouped.
Annual records must also
be kept up to date and available
for inspection by the Depart-

ment in the event of an inspection.
Planting of new hedges
(action withdrawn after GLAS
1) must be completed by now,
as well as the laying of hedges.
Coppicing of hedges for those
in GLAS1 should also be completed, but for those in GLAS 2
coppicing should be completed
by November 30, 2017. Maintenance on all these actions
should be carried out in subsequent years.
Farmers who joined GLAS 3
Farmers who joined GLAS this
year must have all actions such
as bird, bat and bee boxes, and
fencing of watercourses etc
completed by now.
The NMP is to be completed by December 31, 2018. This
allows soil samples to be taken
over winter 2017/2018 when
sufficient time has elapsed
from fertiliser applications.
Coppicing of hedgerows
must be completed by November 30, 2018.
Commonage farmers
Farmers who have commonages in GLAS must participate in
the Commonage Management
Plan (CMP). This plan must
be completed by the approved

commonage management planner by October 31, 2017.
This grazing plan sets out
the management requirements
of the commonage and the
numbers of sheep required to
be grazed on the commonage
by each individual farmer.
Management measures, such as
controlled burning and predator
control, can be included in the
plan by the planner if considered necessary. Illegal dumping
must also be considered if it is
an issue.
Inspections
As with all Department of Agriculture schemes 5% of all
GLAS participants will be inspected and penalties will be
applied for non-compliance,
i.e. 5% of each tranche of the
scheme.
Beef Data Genomics
Programme (BDGP)
This scheme was introduced
to improve the genetics and
breeding strategy in the beef
herd in Ireland. There are currently two tranches of this
scheme running, consisting of
farmers who joined the scheme
in 2015 and farmers who joined
the second scheme in 2017.
For farmers who joined the

WARD

Local Agricultural Consultants
Doontas, Killasser
Swinford, Co. Mayo

PHONE: 087 9193371

EMAIL: siobhanward2000@yahoo.co.uk

• GLAS & Basic Payments
• Nutrient Management Plans
• Nitrate Derogations’
• Soil & Silage sampling
• TAMS & Young Farmer Applications

first scheme in 2015, this year
they must complete a document
to update the carbon navigator
completed on their behalf by an
approved advisor in 2016. All
records on calving details and
surveys and genotyping must
also be complete at this stage to
allow payment to be issued.
For farmers who joined
in 2017, they must get an approved advisor to complete
a carbon navigator online by
October 31, 2017. They must
also attend a one-day training
course for which they get €166.
2018 BASIC PAYMENT
The 2018 BPS application closing date is expected to be the
end of May 2018. It is also expected to open earlier next year
to accommodate the 16,000
famers who can no longer file
a paper application.
In 2018 all applications
for the basic payment must be
done online by the farmer or
by an approved agency on the
farmers behalf. Farmers must
register with the Department of
Agriculture at www.Agfood..ie
where they will receive a personal access code (PAC) and
security code to enable them to
complete their application.
TAMS
The ninth tranche of TAMS
opened on October 7 and will
run for the rest of 2017. Grants
are available under the Animal
Welfare, Safety and Nutrient
Storage System (AWNSS).

This scheme covers a wide
variety of eligible items, from
animal housing and storage, to
safety equipment on the farm.
The measure also includes
grant aid for mobile handling
facilities for both sheep and
cattle. All applications for animal housing or nutrient storage
must have planning permission,
or an exemption from planning,
before an application can be
made.
There are also grants available for the tillage, dairy, poultry and organic sectors, as well
as to young farmers. All applications must be completed online.
SHEEP WELFARE
SCHEME
This scheme was introduced in
2017 and is a targeted support
which contributes to animal
welfare. It is applicable only to
breeding sheep over 12 months.
Farmers must undertake two
measures based on the whole
flock which aims to improve
the animal welfare of the flock.
To be eligible farmers must
have submitted a sheep census
in 2014 and 2015 and payment
is based on the average of the
two years. Scheme actions
are based on lowland and hill
flocks depending on your census in 2015. There is flexibility offered for young farmers.
Farmers must inform the Department annually if they wish
to continue in the scheme.
Measures are divided into

category A and B for both hill
and lowland flocks.
SCHEME ACTIONS LOWLAND FLOCKS
Category A
Lameness control
Mineral supplementation 		
of ewe’s post mating
Category B
Parasite control
Pregnancy scanning
Flystrike control
SCHEME ACTIONSHILL FLOCKS
Category A
Mineral supplementation 		
of ewes post mating
Meal feeding of lambs post
weaning
Category B
Parasite control
Pregnancy scanning
Mineral supplementation 		
of lambs pre-weaning
All farmers must choose a
measure from category A and
B. The payment rate is €10.00
per breeding ewe based on the
average ewe numbers for 2014
and 2015.
It is important that farmers
retain all receipts for purchases
relating to compliance with this
scheme and complete the record books provided properly.
Payment is to be made before
the end of 2017.
Henry O’Donnell is a
farm consultant based in
Inishowen, Co Donegal.

Sheep Nutrition by Aurivo

H

ill sheep farming is an extensive
practice carried out over a significant
land base of Ireland.
Sheep nutrition must be adapted to
provide key nutrients both to the breeding
ewe but also the growing lamb to ensure
welfare is maintained and production maximised.
Aurivo’s Nutrias animal feeds has the
perfect balance within our product range to
cater for such systems with quality ingredients delivering the best performance.
Two important factors in sheep nutrition
are energy and protein. We incorporate
high levels of cereals to feed the rumen
during periods of high intakes, but also by
pass rumen fermentation and become absorbed in the small intestine during periods of restricted intakes (i.e. pre-lambing).
It is essential that ewes receive an adequate amount of rumen undegradable protein in the weeks pre-lambing. This protein
by passes digestion in the rumen and is absorbed as amino acids directly in the small
intestine.
“It is important to complement high energy diets, milk laydown and lamb growth.
The most common source of this is soya
bean which is a fundamental component
of our top performing sheep feeds, both
for the ewe and lamb. Our feeds include
the best sources of essential vitamins and
minerals to deliver guaranteed performance,” insists Aurivo nutritionist, Justin
McDonagh.
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WE ALL HAVE A PART TO PLAY
IN DELIVERING ON QUALITY
ASSURANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY’
We live in an era where consumers are
more discerning about the food they eat;
they have a desire to eat healthy, nutritious
and wholesome foods. Similarly, their
purchasing decisions are based around
issues of provenance, quality, food safety,
animal welfare and sustainability.
Whilst it can be argued that our
relationship with food is purely functional,
and value for money will always be the key
driver, consumers will never compromise
on seeking the reassurance that their
food has been produced to the highest
standards of food safety and traceability.
As food producers we all have a
responsibility to provide consumers with
safe, wholesome foods.

QUALITY ASSURANCE
The Bord Bia Quality Mark assures the
consumer that the food has been produced
to Bord Bia’s highest quality standards
and that farmers, processors and packing
houses have been independently audited.
Also by purchasing food with the Bord
Bia Quality Mark, you know where the
food has been produced, processed and
packed.

92% of Irish consumers
are aware of the Bord Bia
Quality mark. Over 2/3
are willing to pay a
premium for a Quality
Assured product.		
Source: REDC Research

SUSTAINABLE BEEF AND LAMB
ASSURANCE SCHEME (SBLAS)
The increasing focus and importance
of
demonstrating
environmental
sustainability in Irish food production
is now reflected in the new Sustainable
Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS)
which was launched by Bord Bia earlier
this month. The new scheme sets out the
agreed standards for the production and
certification of Irish beef and lamb.
The scheme was designed in collaboration
with the sector stakeholders to meet
the demands of global food buyers for
verifiable proof of Ireland`s sustainability
claims. The scheme is accredited to
the International Standard for Product
Certification ISO 17065 by the Irish
National Accreditation Board (INAB).
The SBLAS will be introduced in the
coming weeks and will replace the
existing beef and lamb quality assurance
schemes on a phased basis over the next

18 months.
A number of new measures to include
the introduction of a close-out period
and a helpdesk facility will make the
scheme more user-friendly, while
audit feedback will assist in delivering
lower production costs at farm level. By
incorporating sustainability into the new
scheme we have simplified our message
to international customers, giving us an
edge on our competitors with a single,
independently certified standard that
covers the quality and sustainability of
our beef and lamb.

NEW MEASURES IN SBLAS
Sustainability
The environmental, social and economic
principles of sustainability are embedded
in the requirements of the new scheme
which also draws on the data provided
on-farm in recent years to establish the
carbon footprint of enterprises under the
Origin Green programme.
Close Out Model:
The new Sustainable Beef and Lamb
Assurance Scheme will operate in a very
different manner to the existing beef
and lamb scheme. For the first time
members will have the opportunity to
address any issue identified during the
audit and remain certified for a period
of time until the issues are addressed.
The time allowed to address any issue
is one month. The Close-out model will
allow farmers retain certification where
they are certified at the time the audit is
conducted. New applicants or re-entrants
to the scheme will not be certified until all
issues have been addressed and accepted
by the Bord Bia Certification Committee.

•

•

•

•

If there are no non-compliances
identified during the farm visit, then
the audit file will be reviewed and it
is most likely that certification will be
awarded.
If non-compliances are identified
during the farm visit, the issues will
be discussed at the end of the audit
and the farmer can state what action
they will take to address the issue.
The farmer will have one month to
complete this action and submit
evidence to Bord Bia, (the Bord Bia
Helpdesk can assist with this).
Where
non-compliances
are
addressed before the deadline date
the audit file will be reviewed and it
is most likely that certification will be
awarded.
If the non-compliances are not
addressed before the deadline date
then the farm will automatically fail
the audit.

Introduction of the Bord Bia Helpdesk
A new facility is to be introduced with
the launch of the Sustainable Beef and

Lamb Assurance Scheme. This is the Bord
Bia Helpdesk. The Helpdesk will have a
number of functions including:
Answering farmer queries pre-audit.
•
•
Assisting farmers with completion of
the Sustainability Survey pre-audit.
Contacting farmers post audit where
•
non-compliances have been raised at
audit.
Maintaining contact with farmers
•
throughout the one month close-out
period to offer advice and assistance
to complete close-out.
Assessing
•
close-out
evidence
forwarded by farmers and following
up where necessary.
Processing of close-out evidence
•
forwarded by farmers.
Throughout the close-out period the Bord
Bia Helpdesk will maintain contact with
members/applicants (that have chosen to
receive contact at the end of their audit)
to provide assistance with return of closeout evidence demon-strating the noncompliance has been addressed.
Plant protection products
The new scheme will also incorporate
standards for use of pesticides on-farm
which is already a requirement of the EU
Sustainable Use Directive and is aimed at
ensuring responsible use of pesticides in
the environment.
Industry benefits
The new Sustainable Beef and Lamb
Assurance Scheme will benefit the
marketing of meat in several ways
including demonstrating the commitment
of Irish beef and lamb farms to ‘green’
farming practices. Beef and lamb sourced
from sustainable farms will gain access
to markets that demand certification and
help create a preference for Irish beef
and lamb among valuable customers with
stated sustainability targets.
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Keeping ewes out
on poor grass is
not the solution to
the current fodder
shortage problem
Tom Coll

T
If you can buy a 14% ration for €200-230/t, then a 4x4 bale of silage is only worth
€20–25/bale, depending on quality.

COPING WITH A
FODDER SHORTAGE
Tom Coll

A

s a result of the higher than usual rainfall
levels that occurred in
the west and northwest from
early August until now, many
farmers do not have adequate
fodder stock for the coming
winter. The key to avoiding a
fodder crisis is to take stock,
put a plan in place and act immediately.
If you have at least 4050% of your required silage already in stock, there are plenty
of options you can take to alleviate the problem. The first
critical step is to calculate how
much fodder you have in stock
and compare it to the demand
your animals will have over
the winter. This means going
out to measure the silage pit or
count bales and then counting
your stock numbers going into
the winter. Your local adviser
will help calculate this.
Some farmers will reduce stock levels in order to
cut demand. Scanning cows
and culling those not in calf
or the late calvers will reduce
winter feed requirements. For
many suckler farmers selling
weanlings or store cattle will
also have the added bonus of
generating a small amount of
additional cash for the farm
without impacting on future
production.
So what are the options?
Buying in additional silage is
one option but there is no point
in buying in bales at too high a
price. If you can buy a 14pc ration for €200-230/t, then a 4x4
bale of silage is only worth
€20–25/bale, depending on
quality. Remember that while

Good quality straw is extremely scarce this winter.

bales provide bulk, most bales
have 70-75% water in them,
while ration has 15-18% water.
The reality is that there is very
little silage on the market at
this price so the alternative is
to simply feed restricted quantities of the silage you have
and make up the shortfall with
meals. If silage is too expensive, limit the silage being offered to stock and top up with
concentrates. Start this at the
beginning of the winter. Don’t
let the silage run out and then
look for solutions.
Dairy cows and sucklers
need a minimum of 18-20kg
fresh weight roughage such
as silage, while weanlings
and in-calf heifers need minimum 8-10kg fresh weight
of silage, and stores need a
minimum of 12-15kg fresh
weight of silage. As a rule of
thumb, where you were offering two bales to a pen of stock
per day, this is now restricted
to one. Feed 2-4kg of meals
to weanlings, in-calf heifers,
stores, dry cows and autumn
calved sucklers, depending on
target gain and body condition. These feeding rates apply
where you have only 40-50%
of your target forage require-

ments. If you have 70%+ of
your forage requirements, the
feeding rates for ration can be
reduced. If feeding minimum
silage, a 14pc crude protein ration will suffice for most classes of stock. However, if you
are feeding minimum straw, a
higher feeding rate of meals
will be necessary and an 1820pc crude protein ration will
be necessary to balance for
protein. It is essential to feed
minerals.
Meal feeding tips
1. Animals will get used to this
system over a short period of
time.
2. Remember to feed minerals
to all classes of stock.
3. Adequate space allowance
is critically important to avoid
some animals overeating and
other animals being bullied.
4. Build up feeding rates slowly. This may require setting
up additional trough feeding
space in yards.
5. All animals should be monitored regularly for signs of illthrift on this system. Monitor
cow condition regularly and
adjust concentrate input as required.
Straight barley is adequate

for feeding with minimum silage to dry cows but not weanlings or in-calf heifers, unless
silage crude protein is 15% or
greater. Otherwise, weanlings
and heifers would need a 14pc
crude protein mix. Straight
barley is not adequate for feeding with minimum straw for
any class of stock. Feed an
18-20% crude protein ration.
The use of simple three-way
mixes of good quality ingredients fed with minimum silage
enabled farmers to see out fodder shortages in the past.
In future farmers need to
apply adequate levels of fertiliser earlier in the year to ensure silage demands are met.
Over the past 10 years the best
period for silage harvesting
has been the last week of May
into early June. Now is the
time to plan and target this period for next year’s silage crop.
Tom Coll, Teagasc is a
Drystock Business and
Technology Adviser for
the Sligo/Leitrim/Donegal
Region.

he temptation to let
ewes graze late into
the winter in fields
that would be otherwise
closed for spring grazing
to reduce a fodder deficit should be avoided at
all costs. This will result
in a much higher cost
next spring when the
feed requirements of the
ewe rearing lambs will
be much greater. Silage
fed to ewes should be
tested and ewes fed accordingly.
Where silage quality is poor and ewes are
out-wintered
feeding
ewes straight barley
gradually increased to
0.5kgs/day will ensure
ewes maintain body condition. Careful management is required at levels above this to ensure
that ewes do not get acidosis. Soya hulls mixed
with barley provides a
good source of fibre to
avoid digestive upsets
when the ewe energy
requirements increases two months out from
lambing.
Where silage quality
is poor or where there is
a major deficit ewes can
be fed minimum silage
or hay and high concentrate levels prior to
lambing, namely ewes or
ewe lambs scanned with
multiples. It is important
that the ration is properly formulated for adlib feeding and that it is
gradually introduced to

the ewes. It is important
not to over-feed the single bearing ewe or ewe
lamb as this will have
a significant impact on
lamb birth weight and
lambing difficulty. Scanning is therefore vital
and all empty ewes can
be sold.
Rations
containing
20% soya bean meal
are required for the last
three weeks of pregnancy to ensure the ewe
produces adequate colostrum for her lambs.
Lowland ewes scanned
with twins or triplets
and ewe lambs scanned
with twins will require
1.2-1.5kgs of ration with
minimum forage for the
last three weeks of pregnancy. Hill ewes carrying
twins will require 1kg
of concentrates prior to
lambing.
Possible grazing opportunities are arising
on cattle farms where
stock were housed early due to ground conditions.
Many of these farms
have adequate grass
to carry ewes for a few
months grazing. It is
important, however, to
monitor ewe body condition on an ongoing basis as the feeding value
of this grass is questionable especially if the wet
weather and ground conditions persist and grass
utilisation becomes a
problem.

Marc

Mac Sharry TD

FIGHTING
OUR CORNER

SLIGO

LEITRIM

DONEGAL ROSCOMMON

Knockaderry House,
Stephen Street, Sligo.
W 071 91 43616
Ð marc.macsharry@oir.ie
M /marc.macsharry
N @MarcMacSharry
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A united Ireland a better option for
Irish farming
Matt Carthy MEP

I

n June 2016 people in the
North of Ireland voted to
remain within the European Union. At the heart of the
Peace Process and the Good
Friday Agreement is the principle of consent. However, the
democratic wishes of a majority in the North on Brexit are
now being disregarded by the
British Government.
The return of a hard border in Ireland has brought the
issue of a united Ireland back
onto the political agenda. It is
vitally important that there is
maximum co-operation to uphold the democratic wishes of
people in the North. Ultimately, the most pragmatic way to
ensure this is through the unity
of the island of Ireland.

Mairead McGuinness with INHFA Representatives
L-R Colm O’Donnell, Joe Kane, Vincent Roddy.

ANC REVIEW CAN’T BE
DELAYED FOREVER
SAYS MCGUINNESS
Mairead McGuinness MEP

I

t has been a rough year
thus far for many farmers
– on the highlands and low.
Flash flooding in Donegal, hurricane winds of Ophelia, followed by Storm Brian shows
very clearly how nature is in
control and the best we can do
is plan for such episodes and
hope to avoid the worst of their
potential impacts.
Incessant rain also posed huge
problems for farmers attempting to spread slurry – impossible where land is already
saturated and not helped by
fears over calendar farming
deadlines.
What these things show
very clearly is that the limitations on our farming systems
are around environmental pressures and that we ignore these
at our peril.
Of course, economic pressures are also very real. It has
been a better year for dairy
farming, which is welcome.
For those on marginal land,
where sheep and beef production prevail, the future looks

more uncertain and of necessity, there is significant reliance
on support from the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP).
The review of the Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC) is being
delayed – perhaps for good reason. A real review that allocates
funding to regions with the
most severe constraints makes
sense. But I don’t think that we
can continue to push the deadline for this work out forever.
A wider debate has also begun
about the future of the CAP.
Much of the discussion focuses on the future funding for the
policy. The leaked report from
the EU Commission questioning whether further limits be
placed on what any individual farm receives in the Single
Farm Payment and potentially
limiting supports to those who
are totally reliant on farming
has sparked a lot of debate.
Debate is healthy, but it is also
very divisive and I hope that
we can have an informed debate which leads us to make the
right choices.

Brexit will impact. Regardless of what future deals are
reached with the UK, there will
be change and we must plan for
it.
Efforts at achieving balanced trade agreements at the
global level continue and will
be difficult. In some cases we
can benefit, while others pose
real threats.
Some form of safeguards
for sensitive agriculture sectors
is essential and we continue to
press the case that farming and
food production has a special
place in the hearts and minds
of Europeans.
Pope Francis spoke about
the important, if not “indispensable” role of farmers in society in a major speech on the
Future of Europe in October.
He also spoke of the vulnerability. The CAP must continue
to nurture our farming system
– against the threats of both
harsh economics and harsh climate.
Mairead McGuinness MEP
and First Vice-President of the
European Parliament reflects
on the rapid passing of 2017
and what might lie ahead.

Trade and marketing
Brexit threatens Irish agriculture. Everything from all-island market access to EU
markets, a unified veterinary
standard and continued access
for Northern farmers to CAP
payments are contingent on
the North remaining in the EU.
With continued uncertainty
on how any future trading arrangement between Britain and
the EU will work, disruption
seems inevitable.
Whether it’s a hard or soft
Brexit, moving goods and animals on the island will be more
difficult, while exports to other
EU countries from the North
may face tariffs. There is also
the potential of tariffs for the
southern agri-food industry
exporting to Britain, and with
much of our exports to Europe
travelling via Britain; we have
yet to find out what the ramifications of Brexit will mean in
this regard.
For the North’s farming
sector, there is still no clarity
on what will happen when the
current CAP funding period
finishes. With direct payments
worth £283 million per year
to farmers in the North, their
absence would threaten the viability of many farms.
Agri-food has led the way
in all-Ireland cooperation and
trade. While barriers exist, others have been overcome due to
the logic of the sector operating
on an island-wide basis.
In the North, total sales
from the food and drinks processing sector amounted to
£4,543 million, with 25% of
these sales to the EU. While in
the South the agri-food sector
is the largest indigenous industry, employing 8.4% of the

working population with exports that accounts to €10.8b or
12.3% of the state’s merchandise exports.
Of this, 41% of those exports have been to Britain and
the North, with 31% to the rest
of the EU.
Currently we are seeing
the marketing of Irish produce
impeded by confusion about
country of origin due to partition. This has created problems
for those moving animals from
South to North or vice-versa,
with the different tagging systems and animal health regulations adding to the bureaucracy.
Indeed, this has led to the
term ‘nomad’ cattle which describe stock born on one side
of the border and finished on
the other. This has given the
meat processing industry the
opportunity to penalise farmers
on the pretext of the border and
the existence of two jurisdictions on the island.
We also see how Bord Bía
promotes Irish food abroad, but
only that produced South of the
border, while NIFDA and Food
NI do the same for the North,
again competing where co-operation would be much more
beneficial to producers. Add to
this the ongoing uncertainty on
currency exchange and it becomes clear how difficult it is
for many to plan long-term and
invest in their business.
What needs to happen
What is needed, in the short
term, is to ensure that the North
of Ireland secures Special Designated Status within the European Union, providing farmers
in the North continued access
to the European market and
CAP payments.
A united Ireland, in the EU,
would continue to have access

to CAP assistance in terms
of direct support to farmers,
market support measures and
funding for agri-environment
schemes and rural development.
One marketing strategy,
one marketing agency and the
removal of restrictions and regulations at the border would
see a step-change for agriculture in terms of island-wide
trade and for opportunities to
build exports.
Through unity we could
standardise food safety regulation, which would mean that
government could encourage
more Irish food producers
and farmers to apply for EU
certification schemes such as
PDOs (protected designation
of origin), PGIs (protected geographical indication) and TSIs
(traditional speciality indication) to promote and protect
special and artisan local brands
to aid their recognition and prevent their imitation.
Unnecessary restrictions
preventing the movement
of livestock north and south
should be removed as we implement an all-island food label
for agri-products.
We need to develop the
all-island Animal Health and
Welfare Strategy to ensure a
greater inter-governmental approach towards disease prevention and eradication.
Research has repeatedly demonstrated that a united
Ireland makes economic sense
across all sectors and is key
to the island reaching its full
economic potential. The most
recent study projected that the
total combined Irish economy
would be greater than the two
separate economies, North and
South, by approximately €35
billion over the first eight years
of unity.
Through the Good Friday
Agreement a peaceful, democratic route to Irish unity can
be delivered. A referendum on
a united Ireland, as provided
for in this Agreement, allows
for an inclusive, constructive
debate on the future. Sinn Féin
has called for such a referendum to be held within the next
five years.
It is imperative now that
the Irish Government prepares
a real plan for unity. A first step
in the next term of the Oireachtas would be the development
of an all-party group to bring
forward a Green Paper for Unity.
We also need everyone
who wants to see a united Ireland to raise their voices on this
issue now.
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HARKIN BATTLING ON CAP
Marian Harkin MEP

O

ne of the few lessons
that politics has taught
me is that the system
almost always wins, that the
‘small man’, the individual, the
local community, are always at
a disadvantage. It doesn’t matter what the sector is, what the
issue is, bias towards the establishment, the status quo, the
system, is everywhere.
This is also true in agriculture. At EU level we support
family farming, we have a Basic Payment Scheme and a Rural Development Programme,
which is supposed to help ensure sustainable farming alongside environmental protection
and that ensures farmers can
pass on their land to the next
generation in as good or better
condition than they received it
from previous generations.
Yet we see, that roughly
80% of the payments go to 20%
of the farmers. Yes, we would
expect that a greater percentage
would go to bigger farmers, but
those figures are way too high
and need to be readjusted.
Across the EU, we have a situation where 30% of the Basic
Payment is based on delivering
public goods; in simple terms,
protecting our environment.
The reality of this in Ireland
is that if your Basic Payment
is €150/ha, you receive 30%

(i.e. €45 p/ha) for what we call
Greening. On the other hand,
if your Basic Payment is €400/
ha, you receive €120/ha for doing pretty much the same thing.
This makes no sense, but it’s a
Government decision and not
an EU decision to allocate the
Basic Payment in this way. This
is just one of many examples of
where the ‘small man’ is disadvantaged by the system.
Already the battle lines
are being drawn on the ANC
payments. These payments are
meant to reflect real disadvantage and we must ensure that
the greater the disadvantage, the
greater the payment. This is the
EU position and we must do all
in our power to ensure it is fully reflected in Ireland. I believe
that all politicians and farming
organisations should commit
to this principle of ‘the greater
the disadvantage, the greater the
payment’, because this is a battle that disadvantaged farmers
cannot afford to lose.
I fully support family farm-

ing and retention of rural population and this requires policies
which sustain population in
rural areas. Part-time farmers,
alongside full-time farmers,
contribute substantially to sustaining the economic and social
fabric of rural areas and their
purchasing power helps greatly
in supporting the many small
businesses in these areas.
The members of the INHFA are, in the main, among
the smaller scale of farmers,
as are the 52,500 who farm the
west coast counties. Their contribution to the preservation of
the environment and plant and
species diversity is uniquely
important and measures to recognise this fact must be included and paid for in the upcoming
CAP programme.
Right now, Irish agriculture
is facing a number of hugely
significant challenges, Brexit hard, soft, or somewhere in between, a cut in the CAP budget
due to Brexit, as well as the everyday challenges of high input
costs, fluctuating commodity
prices and particularly for INHFA members, issues around
land eligibility and a significant
drop in income levels compared
to 10 years ago.
As an MEP, I tend to advocate for the ‘small man’, the
maintenance of family farming
and the sustainability of rural
areas. As I have learned that
‘the system’ has more than its
fair share of advocates.
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FF Focusing on incomes
Charlie McConalogue TD

T

oo often we see our farmers crippled by low prices, market volatility and
a lack of competition in some
sectors. Combined with this,
stark dangers remain on the international front with EU trade
talks with South American beef
producer nations, a UK exit
from the EU, as well as meeting
our climate change responsibilities.
Irish farmers are at the
epicentre of our food chain,
ensuring we produce the highest quality food domestically
and worldwide. However, this
must be complemented by ensuing that the key employment
enabler in rural communicates the primary producer - can generate sufficient income levels.
This needs to be a constant
consideration in ensuring more
efficient and sustainable production. However, if the primary producer is to adhere to
these principles, they must also
see that their profitability and
income levels experience an
upward trajectory.
Fianna Fáil believe in the
absolute necessity of protecting
and developing agriculture for
farming families as the main
driver of the rural economy and
custodian of the countryside.
Safeguarding the social co-

hesion of rural areas is fundamental in order to stem the tide
of workers moving away from
rural areas. Such a pattern will
place major capacity pressures
on services in urban centres,
while causing stagnation in rural areas.
In Ireland, figures show
that an average farm income is
€24,060, lagging substantially
behind the average industrial
wage. Meanwhile, almost 40%
of Irish farms have an income
of less than €10,000 per annum. Direct payments sustain
rural communities and stop
land abandonment with 75% of
average farm income coming
from CAP payments.
CAP has a key role to play
in ensuring the primary producer continues to farm the
land and maintain their rural
enterprises. The basic payments
scheme and the rural development programme play a vital
role in providing funding to
farmers engaged in environ-

mental friendly practices.
The next CAP post 2020
must ensure farmer income
levels are central to future policy prioritisation. It must also
strengthen the position of the
primary producer in the food
supply chain and make sure
farm businesses are sustainable
through targeted investments,
as well as support measures and
tools.
Fianna Fail have put forward a clear set of CAP reform
proposals, which include:
• A fully funded, fair, and simpler CAP that safeguards direct
payments.
• Ensure policy is aimed at increasing farm profitability and
strengthening the position of
the primary producer.
• Introduce a €60,000 maximum basic payment.
• Fair farm inspections with an
end to disproportionate penalties.
• Safeguard farmers and Irish
agriculture from the impact of
Brexit.
• Incentivise generational renewal in farm families.
We will campaign in the time
ahead to seek changes to bring
about these policy objectives
and look forward to engaging
with farmers on these issues.
Deputy Charlie McConalogue
TD is Fianna Fáil spokesperson on Agriculture and Food.
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SUPPORTING
AND DEVELOPING
RURAL IRELAND
Vincent Roddy

P

roposals made by the INHFA which aim
to deliver a fairer CAP (see details on
page 10) are essential in any rural development plan, given that agriculture is
the main indigenous industry in rural Ireland.
A CAP that is fair and supports all
farmers will, in turn, bolster rural Ireland
by keeping as many people as possible
actively involved in farming and agri-services. However, a State-supported drive to
promote increased afforestation is deeply
concerning. Such a move will not just take
land out of farming but the knock-on affect
will impact on local communities as employment reduces, so too will the number
of people and families living in those communities. This will inevitably lead to the
closure of schools, post offices and other
services.
In addition to combating the threat
posed by blanket afforestation, the INHFA
has identified the necessity for the immediate roll-out nationally of high speed
broadband that should be available to all.
Moreover, rural Ireland needs a better road
and rail infrastructure and improvements to
schemes such as Farm Assist and the Rural
Social Scheme to ensure farm families are
supported and given equal opportunities.

DEVELOPING OUR
INFRASTRUCTURE

When talking with business leaders in rural
areas two issues are always highlighted;
better and improved access to the market
for their products and services, and better
broadband. These constraints are not just
hindering the creation of new jobs, but they
are also putting at risk present jobs.
While we welcome improvements to
our road network on the western corridor
with the opening of the new motorway
from Tuam to the existing motorway at
Gort, progress on many other roads is almost non-existent. What this will mean is,
business in towns such as Westport will
continue to see damage done to their products in transit to Dublin Port due to the
sub-standard N5.
Finance of course is not the only issue
holding up road improvements, currently suggested improvements to the N59 in
Connemara are been held up due to SAC
designations which are also an issue for the
proposed ring road around Galway. While
the INHFA is not advocating the widespread
destruction of SAC sites, the association believes a way can be found to preserve most
of these sites while allowing this vital piece
of infrastructure to proceed.
High speed broadband is as essential
for businesses today as a telephone was
30 years ago. Yet for many businesses in
rural areas this essential service is still
years away. Indeed, we hear of some businesses where staff must drive a few miles

up or down the road with a lab top in order
to get adequate coverage to email invoices and download sales orders. Also, many
people in rural Ireland cannot now avail of
Airbnb as broadband speed is so bad. This
has been highlighted on a number of occasions. How can rural Ireland prosper while
it is denied the tools to compete? The Government needs to prioritise the provision
of high-speed broadband and put a plan in
place to have this delivered by spring 2019.

RURAL SOCIAL SCHEME
AND FARM ASSIST

The Farm Assist Scheme (which is covered
on page 12) is an essential income support
for farm families, especially in areas of low
population density where employment opportunities are often non-existent. Unfortunately, during the recession the promise
made in the Programme for Government
to protect the basic rate of social welfare
was ignored when it came to Farm Assist
which was unfairly targeted for exceptionally heavy cuts in an attempt to find savings
inside the Department of Social Protection.
Little effort was made by the farm organisations to prevent the savaging of Farm Assist. But since its establishment the INHFA
has been highlighting the injustices foisted
on this scheme and it is happy to see some
of those cuts reversed.
The INHFA is advocating the introduction of three-year income averaging (similar to what is there for self-employed tax
returns) for Farm Assist. By doing this we
can ensure that spikes in income that can
sometimes occur from a carryover in farm
payments (where they don’t come in one
year and there is a double payment the following year) won’t see applicants suffer a
reduction in their payment. The three-year
averaging proposal will also support farmers that succeed in increasing their income,
as it gives them time to adjust to a lower
Farm Assist payment.
On the Rural Social Scheme the INHFA
welcomes the allocation of 500 new places but the association is concerned that
these places are taking too long to fill as
it believes there are plenty applicants out
there. Over the next three years we need to
see this increase in places accelerated up to
5,000 by the end of 2019.

UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

The INHFA believes that a radical overhaul
of our income support policies is needed
and it is proposing the introduction (initially on a pilot basis) of a universal payment
or basic income to all people 18 or over.
The payment would be taxable at PAYE and
self-employed level and would pay in the
region of €180 to €200 a week, with topups for those with dependants, old age
pensioners and those with a disability.
A payment like this would encourage
work and entrepreneurship, while protecting self-employed people whose businesses don’t succeed. For the economy, it

The INHFA has expressed concern that increased planting of particular areas will drive
rural depopulation in communities that are already seeing schools, post offices, Garda
stations and other services close.
would deliver an income gain by the third
or fourth year, as more people work delivering more taxes and new business open, safe
in the knowledge that there is now a safety
net. Where this has been implemented on
a trial basis there has been a significant increase in the number of new business startups. For rural Ireland this could be the best
stimulus ever.
For farmers, especially on the hills and
on marginal land, their farm payments are
a major part of their income. For many the
week of the ploughing is vital because the
first major payment in the form of the ANC
is issued. October 20 is another crucial
date, with the first tranche of the Basic Payment hitting accounts. While most farmers
do get paid on time each year, there are always some for whatever reason who don’t
get paid and are often left in dire straits
heading into Christmas with bills mounting
and nothing coming in. If you want to know
what financial pressure is put yourself in
that position and imagine what it must be
like – especially if there is family. A basic
income would at least cover the essentials,
and also provide a cushion in years such
as this where poor weather and low prices
hit returns. For farmers, especially smaller
farmers, this could be the single biggest
support ever delivered.

FORESTRY

As outlined in the introduction, proposals
to significantly increase the national forestry area is of concern. While the INHFA has
no objections to a farmer planting some of
his land, there is an increase in the area of
forestry planted by individuals or companies with no connection to the location being planted. For INHFA this is a major issue.
The association contends that increased
planting of particular areas will drive rural depopulation in communities that are
already seeing schools, post offices, Garda
stations and other services close. For this
reason the INHFA is proposing that any individual or company that wants to avail of
the afforestation premium must live within
50km of the forestry site. For companies,
their main headquarters would need to be
within the 50km. While this may seem radical, a similar rule had been applied to the
Disadvantage Area Scheme now the ANC.
We have also called for the publishing of
those who receive afforestation premium
and where there forestry is located. Again
this is already in place for farmers that avail
of CAP farm payments.
The forestry agenda is we believe being

driven as a means to provide a carbon sink
for other sectors in farming and the economy. In driving this agenda the State has
provided lucrative tax breaks to individuals
and companies who plant forestry, as well
as very generous afforestation premiums.
In doing so local farmers who want to buy
this land to farm are being priced out of the
market. The INHFA is proposing that these
tax breaks be extended to farmers who
want to buy land to farm where they are
consolidating a holding.

RETENTION OF SERVICES

The provision of essential services is critical for any area or community to flourish.
Schools, access to health care in emergency
situations, banking and post offices, and the
security provided by a Garda presence, are
all vital as they encourage people to come
and stay. These visitors in turn help maintain shops, hairdressers and other service
business.
Unfortunately, rural areas are seeing
an ongoing reduction in services through
the closure of Garda stations and in recent
times the closure of branches of banks and
threat of the widespread closure of many
post offices. While some of these closures
have been outside Government control,
many of our post offices in rural areas are
still there and can be saved. To maintain
these post offices we all need to use them
which is something we should remember
the next time we log-on to pay our TV licence or whatever.
Secondly, we need a commitment from
Government to work with the postmasters
in putting in place a long-term plan to protect our post office network. In the meantime a five-year moratorium on their closure should be put in place while this plan
is developed.

CONCLUSION

Decision time on rural Ireland is fast approaching for the Irish state. If governments
refuse to invest in services and infrastructure for rural communities then these areas
are destined to endure an inexorable decline in capital, jobs and people. However,
an alternative approach is possible; one
that takes stock of the assets and ideas that
all communities possess, and invests capital in them to generate growth and a more
viable economic future for communities.
We must make sure all rural communities
have the opportunity to choose a more sustainable future.
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Sketching a future for the Irish
beef and suckler cow industry
Micheál McDonnell

T

he crisis currently facing
the suckler beef sector is
possibly the biggest one
ever, which is a major statement when you consider what
this sector has faced in the past
through, BSE, Foot and Mouth,
the Horsemeat Scandal and
so on. With falling beef prices and continuing volatility in
the marketplace caused by an
80,000 head increase in beef
cattle supplies and the fallout
from Brexit, the mood among
farmers selling weanlings is
at an all-time low – as both
prices and the rain continue to
fall. While we were in similar
positions in the past with bad
weather and poor prices, and an
impending fodder shortages, on
this occasion it seems different.
There is now a growing
frustration with farmers that no
matter how good their weanling is or how efficient they
are in producing that weanling,
or how compact their calving,
they continue to lose money.
This in a €2.5 billion industry,
which accounts for approximately 25% of our agri-food
exports and is of critical importance to our economy. So the
question that needs to be answered is why are the farmers
who are providing these weanlings the only ones who are not
getting a return.
Farmers are continually
encouraged to improve, to be
more efficient, and to produce
better quality, to be aware of
what the market wants, while
at the same time they see costs
increase and expense being
added through increased regulation and red tape.
There will come a point
when the penny will have to
drop. Our legislators, the civil
service that advise the politicians, and the wider industry,
need to start acting in the best
interests of farmers. If they
don’t there won’t be an industry because the farmer is the
proverbial goose that’s laying
the golden egg and if we continue to starve that goose there
won’t be an egg.
For everyone’s sake we
hope that this won’t come to
pass, but a survey by Agriland
conducted at the end of 2016
does not inspire confidence.
In this poll 65% of the farmers
that responded said that they
didn’t see a future for the suckler cow. So what needs to happen
What needs to happen.
1. Farm Payments – Most
farmers should by now have
received their ANC and the
first instalment of their Basic
Payment. For any farmer that
has not been paid, priority
needs to be given to getting this

sorted out. In many instances
the hold-up in payments is often over a tiny mapping issue.
With drystock farmers the most
reliant on these payments we
need guarantees from the Minister for Agriculture, Michael
Creed, that payments won’t
be held up and whatever staff
is required will be provided to
ensure this happens. On GLAS,
the Department needs to ensure
that all farmers are paid this
November. This should also
include any farmer with commonage shares whose commonage plan was not properly
updated to the Department’s IT
system.
2. Fodder Aid Package – With
many parts of the west and
northwest
enduring
three
months of continuous rain
this autumn, fodder is in short
supply. Farmers who are in
this situation need support and
suggestions that we don’t have
the money or we can’t target
assistance to those who need
it most are not acceptable. A
fodder scheme was put in place

Weanling prices have been hit this year by the downturn in the beef trade
and restricted activity by live exporters
the price paid in the factory
will also determine the price
for weanlings and store cattle.
We have also seen that prices

poorer grade animals on the
market which is undermining
the quality beef carcass produced from the suckler herd.

A premium price has to be paid for beef from the suckler herd to make
the enterprise viable
in the mid-1980s when we had
less money and ability to identify those who needed help.
Maybe the time has come to
use Department of Agriculture
staff to help farmers rather than
supposedly enforce Brussels’
diktats. A scheme where farmers apply for fodder aid that is
assessed by Department of Agriculture staff can be delivered
if the will is there to do it.
3. Factory prices- Ultimately

invariably fall when the weekly
cattle kill goes over 30,000 animals. So supply does determine
price, which is a concern as the
increase in the dairy herd could
undermine the suckler cow industry. ICBF figures show an
additional 66,210 dairy calvings occurred on Irish farms
in 2016. This brings the total
number of dairy calvings for
2016 to almost 1.34m head.
This is putting a lot of extra

Suckler farmers have to get a
premium for producing premium stock otherwise the sector
will continue to decline.
4. Live Exports – The best way
of ensuring that the factories
don’t dictate the price is by having a vibrant live export trade.
This has worked in the past and
can deliver in the future but it
needs to be supported. In 2016
145,000 cattle were exported
which will have to be increased

in coming years, at its peak in
1980 there was 473,000 exported. Currently the main export
market open to us has been the
Turkish market but the quarantine regulations and type of
weanling required is reducing
the possible effectiveness of
this market. Another market
that is actively seeking beef is
the Iranian market. Here there a
lot of potential but obstacles relating to banking arrangements
are impeding the development
of this trade. Action is needed
on this front from our Government and Central Bank to clear
these obstacles.
5. Weanling Welfare Scheme
- The current Beef Data &
Genomics Programme is not
delivering for suckler farmers
and we need everyone to recognise and accept this. What
we can deliver is a weanling
welfare scheme that will focus
on weaning and animal health
care that prioritises a vaccination programme in which buyers will have confidence.
6. Cattle Movements – The
four movement rule is, many
believe, being used to deflate
prices and needs to be re-examinied.
7. Independent investigation of
beef industry – This investigation needs to cover all aspects
of the industry from the farmer
through to the end consumer.
Attention needs to be given to
the profit margins for all involved in the industry and any
investigation should also cover
issues like below-cost selling
and other initiatives the supermarkets use to drive trade such
as ‘loss leaders’.
8. Brexit - With more than
50% of our beef going to the
UK, Irish beef farmers cannot
afford to lose this market or
see it undermined by unsat-

isfactory trade deals. Clearly
over a number of years other
markets can be developed to
help reduce our dependency on
this outlet. In the meantime we
need the market secured on the
basis of the current free trade
arrangements. If this can’t be
achieved then the EU will have
to find a method of ensuring
suckler and beef farmers don’t
lose out. Increased direct payments through CAP or an export price guarantee scheme
for Third Country markets are
two options that could be considered.
Suckler farmers have to get a
premium for producing premium stock otherwise the sector
will continue to decline. We
must design a farming system
that works for Irish suckler
beef farmers. Most suckler producers in Ireland will remain
small scale and that means focusing on producing and selling a high-value product. Irish
beef farmers have a passion
for their enterprise and that is
an asset that must be harnessed
and exploited. A farm-to-fork
beef system must deliver the
many product characteristics
that the modern premium-paying consumer wants and it must
convert that premium into an
enhanced price for the primary
producer.
Suckler and beef farming in Ireland cannot be about
producing high volumes of
commodity beef, albeit farm
assured, that ends up as mince
and meatballs on the shelves of
our large food retailers. If this
is going to continue, then our
premium product will not be
differentiated from the dairy
sector by-product that is flooding the market.
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MINISTER CREED TALKS BREXIT
I
am pleased to have been
asked by the Irish Natura
and Hill Farmers Association to contribute to your new
publication titled ‘The Irish
Farmers’ Guide’. I commend
you for the foresight to bring
forward such a worthwhile
and useful publication for the
farming sector.
Farming is an essential
part of the social and cultural fabric of Ireland, and is
of critical importance to the
Irish economy. It is also part
of a wider EU dispensation
that values a Common Agriculture Policy built on family
farming, food security, high
standards of food safety and
environmental sustainability.
These are values that we hold
dear and it is important that we
recognise the positive contribution that agriculture makes
to the rural and national economy, to society in Ireland and
indeed elsewhere in the European Union.
The UK is a critically
important trading partner for
Irish business with 39% of all
our agri food exports going to
the UK in 2016. As a result the

greatest threat to the sector at
the moment is Brexit and I am
determined to safeguard our
interests against the worst impacts.
While the main impact to
date of the Brexit vote has been
the effect of sterling volatility
on those businesses that have a
significant trading relationship
with the UK, the medium- to
long-term threats include the
possible introduction of tariffs
on trade between the EU and
UK, potential divergences in
regulations and standards between the EU and UK, and the
implications of border controls
and certification requirements.
To date I have introduced
a number of measures in recent Budgets to help mitigate the more severe effects,
particularly in the context of
reducing costs and maintaining competitiveness through
low-cost loan schemes, and
by supporting Bord Bia’s efforts to facilitate greater market diversification. I have also
allocated additional monies to
my Department’s Rural Development Programme.
Brexit has shown us that

INHFA Delegation meet with Minister Michael Creed.
L to R Henry O’Donnell, Steven Lally, Vincent Roddy, Minister Michael Creed,
Colm O’Donnell, Brendan O’Malley
we must reduce our high level of dependence on UK markets, and for that reason I and
my Department have been
very active in securing access
to new Third Country markets for Irish food companies,
while at the same time main-

taining access to existing markets. I have also held a series
of meetings with my EU counterparts to help build alliances
to ensure that agri-food issues
are at the top of the EU negotiation agenda on Brexit.
While the Irish agri-food

sector faces a period of considerable uncertainty arising
from Brexit, I am confident
that our shared vision for the
sustainable development of
the sector, as expressed in the
Food Wise 2025 strategy, will
enable us to address the chal-

lenges ahead. I chair the High
Level Implementation Committee which drives progress
on implementing the strategy’s
detailed recommendations, addressing any blockages, and
engaging with stakeholders on
an ongoing basis. This joinedup approach is particularly
important in dealing with the
cross-cutting issues facing the
sector.
I am very aware of the potential threats created by Brexit for the agri-food sector, and
I remain fully focused on supporting the industry through
the challenges ahead. I will
continue to consult with the
industry as the negotiations
develop, and to press Ireland’s
case for continued free access
to the UK market, without
tariffs and with minimal additional customs and administrative procedures, together with
a minimisation of the risk from
UK trade agreements with
Third Countries.
Michael Creed TD
Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Our food is more than a commodity
Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan MEP

W

hat do we expect
from our farmers?
Do we support and
respect them properly, does
Government policy have the
needs of the farmers front and
centre, or are the vested interests driving policy, with the interests of the primary produces
a secondary concern.
It’s an oft heard phrase
“there’s no money in farming”.
This may be true for the farmer

but there is good money in food.
At both ends of the food chain
fortunes are being created. At
input level, feed, fertiliser and
pharmaceutical companies post
healthy yearly profits, while
downstream, beef processors,
dairy PLCs and multinationals
are equally profitable. It is a
great paradox that the primary
producer upon which all this is
built receives little or nothing
from the market place.

It is also somewhat of a
contradiction and hypocritical
that those lauding the farming
community are the same people championing the globalisation of our food supply which
creates the conditions for the
livelihoods of our farmers to be
undermined.
Multinational food companies operate only for the profit
of their shareholders, exploiting
the natural resources and labour
of their host country with no
thought of their social responsibilities to their workers or

broader society.
It is without doubt that
trade between countries is
beneficial and necessary, but it
must benefit all sectors. When it
is used, as it often is, to control
supply and prices for the benefit of the few then this must be
challenged.
Despite food scandals and
the ongoing pressure on farm
incomes, the EU is pressing
ahead with free trade agreements (FTAs) with a range of
countries such as New Zealand, Australia, Japan, Canada

(through CETA), and of course
talks are continuing with the
South American Mercosur trading bloc. All these countries
with the exception of Japan are
exporters of agricultural commodities themselves, yet we
are led to believe that there is
benefits to be had for all sides
in these deals.
It is equally disingenuous
of Governments to be promoting these type of deals, shipping similar products half way
around the world passing each
other on the high seas while at
local level berating the farming community for not doing
enough to mitigate climate
change.
As an exporting nation,
while it may seem counter intuitive, it is vital we avoid being
drawn in to international trade
deals which ultimately will
see our food standards being
drawn down to the level of our
competitors, regulatory convergence, it’s called.
We have a unique green
image as a producer of quality
food which is a national asset
and should be steadfastly protected for the benefit of our
farmers and the broader rural
communities and not handed
over to be used as a marketing
tool by global corporates.
Rather than go down the
road of increasing output at below cost prices into a saturated
world market, our focus should
be on developing high quality
regional products with Product
of Geographic Indication (PGI)
status that deliver real benefits

Luke Ming Flanagan
to the primary producer.
These products should be
aimed at the high value markets
in the EU and post Brexit, the
UK. It is again a contradiction
at EU level that we seem intent
on pursuing trade deals with far
flung countries who don’t need
our agricultural outputs while,
for political reasons, turning
our backs on our nearest neighbour, a country of 65 million
people that is a traditional importer of food.
Farming and agriculture are
indeed the backbone of rural
Ireland, but it deserves better
than empty platitudes. Farming and agriculture is bound
up in a complex equation of
food production, environmental services, climate mitigation,
provision of public goods, and
addressing social needs. There
must be a recognition that it is
much more than the production
of ‘commodities’ to be produced at the lowest possible
cost.
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Competitors in the hand shearing event at Ballintrillick Sports Day in Co Sligo earlier in the year. Photograph courtesy of Mary Rooney.

Submission from the Irish Natura &
Hill Farmers Association on appeals
T
he Irish Natura & Hill
Farmers
Association
(INHFA) is making the
following proposals with regard to farmer appeals to the
Department of Agriculture.

1. The reason for change
Given how the EU Direct Payments system has evolved, the
inspection and decision making
process within the Department
is now having a direct effect
on the livelihoods of farmers
around the country. Where a
decision is made that has a
damaging effect on an applicant’s livelihood, this decision
must be held to the highest level of scrutiny.
Why are we having this
discussion at all
The INHFA began a campaign
three years ago to reform the
Agricultural Appeals Office
(AAO). As an organisation our
members have experienced
first-hand the lack of transparency within the appeals process. There is a perception that
the AAO is biased towards the
Department and this perception
has not been helped by cases such as the O’Connor case
where it was quite clear the Appeals Office did not apply the
proper standard of fair procedures but upheld decisions that
have since been overturned by
the High Court.
As an organisation we have

been involved in cases where
Appeals Officers have shown
clear bias towards the Department.
We have seen a consistent
approach in the appeals process
to accept everything that is put
to it by the Department and it is
for the farmer to prove he is not
guilty of a wrong. This shows a
level of bias that runs contrary
to fair procedures and natural
justice.
We are therefore of the view
that the entire process must be
redesigned so that the decision
maker is properly trained and
informed on the rights to fair
procedure and natural justice
that each citizen in this country
is entitled to.

The decision-making process
must be fully transparent
All material upon which a decision is made must be made
available to the applicant so
that he can make an informed
decision on pursuing an appeal
and make his best case possible.
There must be no communication between the Department and the AAO other than
communications that are issued
to both parties. Under no circumstances should a Department officer be communicated
by phone. The Appeals Office
must be independent not just in
name but in practice

2. Changes to the
Department’s decisionmaking process
The decision maker within the
Department must notify the
farmer of a decision within a
prescribed period and advise
the applicant of all of his rights.
All material to be relied
upon must be provided to the
applicant.
Where a decision leads to
part of a farmer’s payments
being stopped, the remaining
payment must continue to be
paid pending the outcome of
the appeal.
It is for the Department to
prove their case not for a farmer to prove his innocence.
The Department must clearly set out what scheme and penalties they are applying. It is not
appropriate for the Department
to widen or increase penalties
once the matter has gone to a
more senior officer for review –
as per the O’Connor Case, this
represents a new decision and
requires a whole new inspection process.

3. The Reform of the
Agricultural Appeals Office
- The AAO should cover all
schemes and inspections including LPIS and ‘commonage
reviews’.
- The Department must be subject to the proper rules (including rules of evidence).
It has been our experience that

Department officials have been
allowed to introduce new maps
or evidence which was accepted at oral hearings where a
farmer had no prior sight. This
is not appropriate.
- Where there is a breach of
regulations, for example, a
failure to provide a Control
Report, this inspection must be
declared null and void.
There should be no reason for
the Department to seek a review of an Appeals Officer’s
decision. By the time an Appeals Officer has made a decision, the Department will have
had several opportunities to
sort the case. The right of review should be for the farmer
only.
• All decisions reached must
be fully enforceable against
the DAFM with the burden of
proof on the DAFM.
• All decisions should be
reached within three months of
them first appearing in front of
the board and farmers should
continue to be paid any benefit
not at issue until a final decision is reached.
• Only information received
by the farmer from the DAFM
when the original decision was
issued is allowed and no further information can be added on the day of the appeal as
has happened with the current
AAO.
• The relevant inspector or
DAFM staff member who

made the decision that is being
appealed must attend the hearing to answer questions. In the
event of their non-attendance
then the decision should automatically go to the farmer.
• If successful, the farmer
should be awarded expert costs
and interest.

4. The make-up of the
Appeals Office
A board of five members which
should include an independent
chair. This person should or
could not have been an employee of the Department.
At least one of the board
members should be a farmer
representative and one from a
legal background.
Appeals officers should not
be allowed to return to the Department of Agriculture after
their time in the AAO.
Appeals officers should be
provided formal training in
legal administration including
constitutional fair procedures
on a regular basis.
- Appeal to the District or Circuit Court
Aside from the farmers right
to take a Judicial Review application, the farmer should be
entitled to have his case heard
De Novo at a District or Circuit
Court level depending on the
value of the penalty.
- Provision for Costs
As the Department have the full
expertise of the Department at

their disposal it is only fair that
a farmer is entitled to legal and
expert representation. Where
successful the farmers’ legal
and expert costs must be paid
by the State.
Historic Cases
While a new appeals Board will
hopefully deliver for new cases, there are a significant number of farmers that have lost out
due to the DAFM not applying
fair procedures and following
their own guidelines, especially
in relation to the lack of Control Reports on many inspections. In these cases the INHFA
is calling for the following;
• The establishment of an Independent Review Committee
(with a similar make-up to the
Appeals Board) to access those
affected.
• All affected farmers including those subject to the LIPIS
inspections to be informed
within three months and afforded three months to lodge an appeal.
• Farmers that received a
100% penalty to automatically
qualify for a full review.
• Opportunity for any farmer
who was penalised under land
eligibility rules to seek a full
review the Review Committee.
• Where fair procedure was
ignored there should be full reinstatement of all payments and
entitlements within six months.
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COULD THE 2016 HIGH COURT INSPECTION
CASE ON LAND ELIGIBILITY AFFECT YOU?

A

2016 High Court case
between
Tipperary
farmer Michael O’Connor and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
(DAFM) may well have implications for any farmer who suffered a penalty as a result of a
Department inspection. While
the decision has been appealed
by the DAFM to the Supreme
Court there could well be a
windfall for some farmers if the
original High Court decision is
upheld.
As the case was taken under
the Appeals Act 2001, the farmers that this will be of most interest to those who have at some
point lodged an appeal with the
Appeals Office. However, any
farmer who has lost payments
as a result of any DAFM inspection could still benefit from
this judgement, as in exceptional circumstances, an appeal can
be taken even after the expiry
of the three months timeframe
currently allowed for appeals.
What was the High Court
ruling?
The High Court ruling directed
that the rules of fair procedure
under the Constitution were
not applied, as well as the application of the Direct Payment
Regulations to the procedures
the Department has used in

dealing with inspections and
the appeals process.
The Judge stated that a Control Report must be provided
by the Department, before the
inspector draws his conclusions. The Judge also stated
that where additional penalties
are applied by a higher officer,
any such review should also be
subject to a Control Report.

have their say in the decision
making process. It is therefore critical that the farmer is
allowed to make observations
before the Department inspector draws any conclusions. The
question must be asked why
the Control Report’s were not
provided and why were farmers
not afforded these most basic
fair procedures.

What is a Control Report?
This is the EU’s version of Irish
Fair Procedure law. Different
inspections require different
criteria to be contained in a
Control Report.
The Control Report for Land
Eligibility must contain at least
the following information:
(a) The aid schemes or support measures, the aid applications or payment claims
checked;
(b) The persons present;
(c) The agricultural parcels
checked, the agricultural parcels
measured
including,
where applicable, the result of the measurements per
measured agricultural parcel
and the measuring methods
used;
(d) Where applicable, the
results of the measurement
of non-agricultural land for
which support under Rural
Development measures is be-

The Constitutional Right
to a Fair Hearing
The Judge quoted Audi Alteram Partem Rule. This is the
citizen’s right to be alerted to
and given details of a decision
that affects him or her. The citizen must also be allowed appropriate facilities to make the
best possible case and reply.
This right is even more important where a decision is
made that would have a disproportionate effect on the citizen.
In the case of land eligibility,
for example, where reductions
over 20% were found and penalties of 100% of the annual payment were made these
rights must be observed even
closer. Therefore, the higher the
penalty the more important the
control report is to the process.
Farmers who have appealed
a decision of the Department
may now review their decision
in light of this ruling so that full

ing claimed and the measuring methods used;
(e) Whether notice of the
check was given to the beneficiary and, if so, the period
of prior notice;
(f) Indications of any specific
control measures to be carried out in the context of
individual aid schemes or
support schemes;
(g) Indication of any further control measures carried out;
(h) Indication
of
any
non-compliance found that
could require cross-notification in view of other aid
schemes, support measures
and/or cross-compliance;
(i) Indication of any non-com-

pliance found that could require follow-up during the
following years.
Most importantly, the Control Report must provide an opportunity for the farmer or his
agent to make observations and
to attest to the presence of the
inspector by signing the document.
Where any non-compliance
is found the beneficiary shall
receive a copy of the Control
Report.
Why is a Control Report
significant?
The Control Report is the EU’s
way of ensuring that farmers
are afforded fair procedures
and given an opportunity to

regard will be had to the fair
procedures and the failure to
provide the proper documents
to the farmer prior to drawing
their conclusions.
It is not yet clear how the
Appeals Office will deal with
the volume of reviews that
may be coming down the line
or whether the Appeals Office will accept appeals from
farmers who have not appealed
before but may in exceptional
circumstances be entitled to a
review.
Equally, clarity is required
around the remedies that the
Appeals Office can provide
farmers whose rights have been
breached.
What is also unclear is how
the Department will treat farmers who may be entitled to have
historical decisions overturned
and how this would affect the
farmer’s entitlements for the
reference years.
Unfortunately, the fallout
from this case could take a
number of months to assess
what remedial actions can be
taken to ensure farmers whose
rights were breached are dealt
with fairly.
More importantly there is
now an onus on the Department to ensure that proper regard is had to farmers’ rights
going forward.
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Hill Sheep - where are we
going on the breeding front?
John Noonan
There are good and great sheep
in every breed, whether they
be lowland or hill sheep. Also,
there are plenty of poor sheep
in every breed, with as much
differences within breeds as
between breeds.
Hill sheep breeders are
generally passionate about
their stock, having long debates about the merits of
‘Mayos’ against ‘Lanarks’
etc. There are excellent Mayo
sheep and Lanark sheep, and
some very poor ones in the
mix also.
All sheep breeders are
looking for stock with bone,
size, correctness in feet, legs,
mouth, and good conformation, and good wool. You can
have two rams with all those
attributes, who look great, but
is there any garuntee they will
both breed good stock?
If we want to find out who
is really the best ram, we need
records on the following:
• How he performs annually; ewe numbers mated; how
many seasons he lasts in the
flock or in subsequent flocks;
• How his progeny perform,
how active at birth, growth

Mayo Blackface seven year old ewe with triplets.

rates and functionality;
• How his daughters perform
in the flock (longevity), do
they have lambs every year,
and do they rear them well.
LONGEVITY
This is a trait often forgotten,
but it could be argued it is the
most important trait for hill
sheep to possess. The ultimate
aim of all sheep producers
is to make a profit. Although
mid-season lamb production
is proven to be the most profitable drystock enterprise, hill
sheep are the least profitable

within the sector. If you select replacements from older
ewes, and purchase rams that
are from breed lines where
longevity is established, you
will increase returns from your
flock.
Longevity is a key trait,
along with maternal ability
that gives hill sheep the edge
over their increasingly terminal counterparts in the lowlands. Lowland farmers are
reporting huge problems at
lambing time with daughters
of terminal rams. The progeny have little or no interest in

lambs, an inability to lamb,
and milk production is on the
decline.
The dairy industry has
progressed over the years by
embracing recording, selecting better sires and thereby
making huge improvements in
profitability and efficiency.
The sheep industry has a
long way to go, but it is making good progress. If we want
our sheep to improve we need
to record and measure. The
following are a number of
quotes from hill sheep farmers
who have started recording:
John Heneghan,
Churchfield, Tourmakeady,
Co Mayo
John is chairman of the
Mayo-Connemara Blackface
Ram Group. He believes inbreeding is becoming a serious
issue for hill breeders.
“A good recording system
where a ram has a cert showing his breeding and who bred
his sire and grandsire would
go along way in addressing in-breeding, and all hill
breeds, Mayos, Perths, Swales
and Lanarks should give it a
go,” he maintained.
Brendan O’Malley , Recess,
Co Galway
“To protect the heritage and to
catalogue the breed of sheep,
recording is necessary, it also
guarantees farm to fork traceability,” he said.

Pictured left to right: John Noonan of Teagasc, Micheál O’Neill,
Derryveeney, Tourmakeady, Tom Byrne of Zurich Insurance, and
Tommie Heneghan, Chuchfield, Tourmakeady. Zurich Insurance
are kindly sponsoring the Mayo-Connemara breed , to the tune of
€1,500 annually for three years to encourage the development
and improvement of the breed. Both Micheál and Tommie have
been recording for a number of years.

Gary Ginty, Ballycroy,
Westport, Co Mayo
Gary records for a number of
reasons:
1. “It is a perfect chance to
assess the dam at lambing for
her traits. Examine each ewe’s
mouth, feet, milk ability, age
and condition at lambing and
I note these in the MC pocket
book while tagging the lamb.”
2. “In the past we would purchase an average price hogget
ram but could only run him
for two years to be on the safe
side. Since I stared recording I
can run a ram for his lifetime
if I so wish. This method also
gives me more opportunity to
avoid inbreeding as I will not
be going through as many ram
blood lines as previous, thus
making it easier to monitor.”

Sean Hoban , Erriff, Westport,
Co Mayo
“I suppose the biggest benefit
of recording sheep and doing
weights is that you can identify the best and worst ewes
very easily. It’s very good for
identifying a good ram as well,
because you can compare the
100-day weights from the same
ewes over different years with
different rams. I know now after
recording for a couple of years,
that I would travel along way to
buy a 5-star Suffolk ram over
one that’s not recorded and it
would be great to get to that
stage with the Mayo-Connemara breed. There is an awful
difference between good quality
and poor quality, when it comes
to sending lambs to the mart or
the factory.”
John Noonan works with
Teagasc and is based in
Westport, Co Mayo.

Kevin McDermott and Sean Godfrey
Sheep Ireland discuss tips and tricks
to parentage records for hill ewes
•

Create a nucleus flock: breeders do not have to record their entire
flock. Many find it easier to create a nucleus of their best ewes (eg.
50 ewes), from which breeding rams will be bred. A better way is to
identify genetically superior stock might be to select ewes that have
successfully reared twins the previous year, selecting the heaviest
replacement ewe lambs within a group or selecting the oldest ewes
in the flock (If they have survived in the flock to old age then they
are more likely to have good longevity genetics). Those that do not
visually appeal can still be discarded from the final selection.

•

Adjust lambing dates: Parentage recording does increase workload
initially, so do try and spread the workload. Consider lambing down
your nucleus flock two weeks before your main flock. Enthusiasm for
parentage recording tends to be highest at the start of the lambing
season which is also a good reason to go earlier.

•

Regular transfer of records: It is recommended that the data recorded
each day is transferred to a safe location either by recording it online
on the Sheep Ireland website, taking a photo of the records and
emailing it to Sheep Ireland (query@sheep.ie) or by rewriting the
information into another clean and secure notebook in the farmhouse
or office.
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‘Resilient’ farms in Antrim’s Glens
Lorcan O’Toole

T

he Glens of Antrim is
certainly not the most
arable of places. Running along the coast from the
north Atlantic for 35 miles
southwards along the Irish
Sea coast, the area has mainly
two indigenous industries left,
sheep and beef farming and a
growing tourism industry.
The elephant in the room
for many local farmers, as in
the North generally, is the
implications of Brexit in the
coming years. The Glens like
most of the country, have an
aging farming population and
export a good proportion of its
youth to the large cities and
abroad.
The Glens of Antrim resilient farm project has been
a unique partnership in order
to try to tip the tables towards
farming. Réamaí Mathers and
Brian Gaynor, who have pioneered this scheme, which has
been supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Woodland Trust, have been working
with 13 farms to develop resilient farm plans using green
infrastructure.
“The project is simple, we
work in close partnership with
farmers in order to create a
more resilient farm business,”

Réamaí explained.
‘Resilient landscapes’ is a
term that has gained favour in
many environmental circles in
recent times. Simply put, the
most resilient landscapes are
those which nature created;
when the diversity of life and
the natural elements - wind,
rain, temperature and underlying rock - exist in natural
harmony.
Irish agriculture today, especially in hill areas, is dominated by cattle and sheep.
Pasture is our most important
resource and with the encouragement from those that know
best, there is no problem with
soil that can’t be sorted by putting in some twinwall drainage
piping and opening a bag of
20:10:10.
These quick fixes have
largely ignored soil fertility, as
well as those other issues that
dominate life on the hills - increases in wind and water.
“As fertiliser prices slowly creep up and incomes are
on the slide, the logic of the
quick solutions to all our
farming challenges is coming
into question. Soil quality is
declining, weather is worsening and costs are going up,”
Réamaí maintained.
The resilient farm project
focuses on a few simple elements that impact hill farms

- wind, water, soil/pasture
type and stock type. Each of
the elements is discussed in
close co-operation with the
farmer and solutions that suit
the farmer’s needs are incorporated in the resilience plan.
This then supports the farmer
in entering agri-environmental schemes and making other
practical changes.
Examples of the scheme
include looking at the use of
trees and hedges on farms in
order to reduce surface water. Increasingly wet weather
causes water logged soils,
which slows grass production
and creates conditions that suit
fluke.
By using a mixture of
technology such as water
mapping software known as
Scimap and farmer knowledge, potential areas for tree
planting are located that are
designed to reduce water and
thereby improve pasture and
reduce parasite loads.
“Trees are 67 times better
at soaking water into the subsoil than pasture, thus their
strategic impact on soil cannot
be underestimated,” Réamaí
said.
“We also look at Wind
Rose data across the four seasons of the year to assess prevailing winds. We use this to
look at the use of hedges for

shelter from winds,” he explained.
“The hedge type we recommend is a little different
than what is considered a traditional hedge. It is a double
row hedge, up to three and
four metres wide which incorporates a mixed species native
hedge with separate row of
trees behind,” Réamaí said.
The low-level hedge,
which is recommended to
grow to at least 2.5 metres in
height can be easily flailed
without being impeded by
trees. The managed hedge
gives low-level shelter, while
the taller tree lines behind serrate wind and shelter pasture
and crops right to the middle
of most fields.
“We then look at what areas need shelter for say spring
lambing, as bad weather accounts for lamb losses in many
seasons. Also, shelter reduces
wind chill and burn on pasture,
thus increasing productivity.
In the end we make the best fit
of hedge planting between the
reduction in water and shelter
from wind,” he added.
“We also present farmers
with ideas on improving profitability from changing breeds
of cattle and sheep. For example, within the Glens of
Antrim, the renowned Glenarm Beef Shorthorn Scheme is

looking for new farmers. This
scheme can offer better profits
than the usual Charolais terminal sire as the calves fatten
more easily on grass, calving
is easier and there is a premium for the beef,” he pointed
out.
Further work is looking at
the use of herbal lays to improve soil structure, health and
productivity. These changes,
along with the other work on
wind, water and breed selection, can extend the grazing
season by several months reducing housing costs for cattle
and facilitating lambing outside.
Other options explored include tourism diversification
which has seen some farmers
electing to allow access to
their land for walkers and develop self-catering accommodation. The environment benefits from putting the farmer
first.
The scheme has shown
that by putting the farmer’s
needs first, the many other
multiple environmental benefits are being met. Trees also
reduce the loss of soil nutrients due to over-land flow,
thus protecting both farm profits and the water quality of local rivers.
Biodiversity thrives in the
new woodlands and hedges,

WALSH SAWMILLS
Kildorrery, Cork

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
Contact Pat 0879582224
or Darren 0871275556
Email: pawalsh007@hotmail.com

Larch Stakes that out-lasts any treated Stakes
‘Guaranteed’
Bale of 50 5ft stakes €184 (includes vat)
Bale of 50 6ft stakes €246 (includes vat)
All posts are 3’’ x 3’’ square
Also available 6ft strainers 6’’ x 6’’ square @ €15 each + vat

while herbal leys have the potential to create a nectar feasts
for pollinators, as well as feeding healthy sheep and cattle
over an extended season.
“A farmer-focused scheme
like this creates multiple benefits,” Réamaí Mathers insisted.
“We are working to increase farm profits while using
natural green infrastructure
and breed changes which increase biodiversity, reduce
runoff to rivers, improve longterm soil quality, help secure
local food production, and increase carbon storage in soils
and trees,” he said.
One of the enterprises to
benefit from the Glens’ initiative has been forestry. “Ireland North and South is failing on forestry targets. In the
North last year only 206 hectares of new trees were planted
across all six counties, yet the
plans for the thirteen farms
we worked with have the potential to create 80 hectares of
new mainly hardwood timber,
not as an alternative to farming but as a integral part of it,”
Réamaí pointed out.
“If these results were
replicated across the country,
Ireland would move towards
meeting much of her timber
needs going forward,” he
maintained.
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Working towards a
better future for
Ireland’s HNV Lands

T

James Moran

raditionally the uplands
of Ireland have been
seen as marginal from
an agricultural production
point of view. However, in the
modern multifunctional view
of agriculture these areas are of
central importance to the production of a range of services
including carbon sequestration,
flood alleviation, safeguarding
water quality, biodiversity, high
landscape quality and quality
food production.
I know you’re probably
thinking that is all well and
good but we can’t eat the landscape or put our kids through
college with a nice view. While
recognising the natural constraints on intensive food production, we need to find ways
to capitalise on the natural advantages that these areas have
in terms of other services that
society needs and that they provide. Are there opportunities
and innovative solutions to improve socio-economic viability,

while maintaining/enhancing
the environmental service provision of High Nature Value
(HNV) farmland such as hill
and Natura areas?

Agriculture systems in Ireland
and across the EU range from
very intensive production on
fertile land with high inputs,
to very extensive on marginal

land with low inputs. This low
intensity farmland has been
referred to in recent years as
HNV farmland, ever since it
was realised that many species
and habitats of nature conservation value depend on such low
intensity agricultural systems.
Work that we carried out
with Teagasc (see http://www.
high-nature-value-farmland.
ie/) highlights that while HNV
farmland occurs across the
country, it is concentrated in
the west, north-west and upland
areas. Approximately 40% of
the agricultural area of Ireland
is classed as very likely to be
HNV farmland.
If we look at agriculture
from just a food production
perspective then the role for
that HNV farmland appears
quite limited. That’s not because it’s inherently unproductive; it rather reflects the fact
that former HNV farmland on
the more productive land has
been intensified. Nevertheless,
in a broader more modern view
of sustainable agriculture, the
role of the remaining HNV
farmland is much clearer.
This HNV farmland is an
important component of European agriculture, notably in
terms of biodiversity, cultural
landscape, and quality products; and are very significant in
terms of employment and cohesion of some of the remotest
and poorest rural areas. However, the associated farming
systems are under considerable
pressure, with abandonment,
degradation and economic
and social marginalisation being long-standing challenges, which still pose a threat to
those areas today.
HNV farmland has been
formally recognised in CAP
since 2006. EU member states
must have measures to support, restore, preserve and enhance biodiversity including in
N2000 areas, ANC and HNV
farming in their national Rural Development Programmes
2014-2020.
We have been working in
partnership with the European
Forum on Nature Conservation
and Pastoralism (http://www.
efncp.org/projects/hnv-farmland-irish-uplands/) over the
last few years with seed funding from the Heritage Council
to support the development of
HNV farmland areas.
A lot of our work during
this period has tried to build on
the success of the BurrenLIFE
programme where a local results-based agri-environment
payment scheme has put a val-

ue on the environmental quality
of the land. Farmers are paid
for the production of biodiversity, clean water and the landscape. Similar results-based
payments have the potential to
deliver environmental products
throughout the country, while
providing the opportunity for
farmers to diversify their income sources.
Within the EU, Ireland is
viewed as a leader in the design
of these new innovative approaches to agri-environment
payments, with the approach
now being tested in Leitrim, the
Shannon Callows (see www.
rbaps.eu); on the Aran Islands
(www.aranlife.ie), and most recently in the new Hen Harrier
scheme. Combining the knowledge gained through BurrenLIFE, AranLIFE and RBAPS,
with the numerous other areas
following in the footsteps, there
will be substantial foundations
for the wider rollout of this approach post 2020.
Several local farming
groups have formed partnerships supported by members of
their local community, development companies, state agencies
and academic institutes. They
have submitted applications
for local European Innovation
Partnerships operational groups
to develop their own initiatives
similar to the Burren. Examples of initiatives that focus on
the sustainable management
of HNV farmland include the
Nephin Beg Locally Led Environmental Project; the Callows
Farming and Wildlife Conservation Partnership; Sustainable
Uplands
Agri-Environment
Scheme-Wicklow; Blackstairs
Farming Futures Partnership;
and the MacGillycuddy Reeks
Partnership.
Building on these local
initiatives we are also working
with similar areas across the EU
under the Horizon 2020 project
HNV-Link (High Nature Value
Farming: Learning, Innovation
and Knowledge www.hnvlink.

eu). HNV-Link brings together
10 ‘learning areas’ throughout
the EU where HNV farming
systems are prevalent, places
where we’ll be evaluating opportunities and innovative solutions which can simultaneously
improve the socio-economic
viability and environmental efficiency of HNV systems.
The project is trying to
identify what works in specific places, while assessing what
methods would be applicable
in other areas or contexts. So
far, we have gathered over 150
different ideas and opportunities. However, learning how
successful areas have managed
to inspire, develop, trial and
mainstream/disseminate these
innovations is as important as
the innovative solutions. We
need to find out what approaches have worked, how and why
have they worked, and can they
be replicated in Ireland?
Some of these initiatives
were discussed at the recent
Burren Winterage School in
Ballyvaughan, Co Clare. These
include new technologies for
feeding and watering livestock
on hill farms, social farming
and rewarding farmers for delivering environmental quality.
Now in its fifth year, the theme
the recent conference was
‘Community Inspired Innovation for Sustainable Farming
Systems’.
Farming in HNV areas is
challenging but it is much better to light a candle than curse
the darkness. We need to build
on these current initiatives and
establish a larger network of
innovative groups, working in
partnership to realise locally
orientated solutions.
James Moran, Department
of Natural Sciences, GalwayMayo Institute of Technology
(recently moved from IT
Sligo).
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD
FOR HILL FARMING IN SCOTLAND?
Davy McCracken

M

ore than 70% of
Scotland’s land area
consists of hills and
mountains or has vegetation
with upland characteristics.
Our mountains, moors, hills
and heaths extend from near
sea level in the north and west
to the highest mountain tops
across Scotland.
Farming in the uplands
varies markedly from place to
place. But whether tenanted
farms on large estates or small
crofts in the Scottish islands, all
our hill farming systems have
one thing in common – they are
livestock based systems with
each farm or croft being heavily dependent on the grazing of
sheep and cattle on large areas
of less productive moorland
grazings.
Hill farmers today face
many pressures, including difficulties in maintaining livestock
productivity on such poor grazings, conflicts with native and
reintroduced bird and mammal
predators, and an increase in
diseases associated with the increasingly wet climate.
Such pressures are import-

ant and need to be tackled effectively. But I also see three
key wider issues which will be
essential to address if our hill
farming systems are to be sustainable into the future.
Fragile economic viability:
The natural and semi-natural
nature of the forage on which
these hill farming systems depend puts constraints on the
number of animals that can
graze throughout the year. This
need to graze extensively constrains the number of lambs and
calves that can be produced for
the market.
Hence, hill farmers have
historically relied on agricultural support policies for a major component of their income.
But both market prices and agricultural support policies can,
and do, change for the worse,
leaving hill farmers very vulnerable to such changes.
There is increasing recognition that hill farming has a
role to play in providing high
quality, sustainable food while
delivering wider benefits to society such as carbon sequestration, flood regulation and maintaining biodiversity.
But while payments for

what are called ecosystem
services are increasingly seen
as the way forward, such payment schemes are not being
developed and put in place fast
enough to help maintain the
economic viability of the majority of hill farmers currently
providing those services across
Scotland.
Competition with other
upland uses:
Farming is certainly not the
only land use in Scotland’s
mountains. However, most of
our current upland land management systems have three
things in common:
• They tend to concentrate on
a single large-scale form of
“production”, such as farming,
forestry, game or nature conservation management.
• As a result, each enterprise
is very vulnerable to external
pressures and shocks, e.g. extreme weather events can kill
livestock or damage trees; the
large-scale production of sheep
or sitka spruce leaves each system very vulnerable to any disease epidemic.
• Those practising any one of
these systems generally view
the others as a “threat” to their

way of life, with the result that
the systems all tend to pull in
opposite directions.
At the time of writing,
forestry is being highlighted
as more economically viable
than hill farming in Scotland.
But simply replacing one largescale form of production with
another will not be any more
sustainable in the long term.
Nor will it provide the scale
and range of ecosystem services that society is asking for
from our uplands.
Rewilding good, farming bad:
In my view, a large part of the
current surge of interest in rewilding the Scottish and UK
uplands stems from the magnitude of habitat and species loss
associated with agricultural
intensification in the lowlands.
While I am also very concerned
about biodiversity loss in the
lowlands, it does seem rather
perverse for all farming systems to be therefore tarred with
the same ‘bad for the environment’ brush.
In particular, the ongoing
rewilding debate contains little or no recognition that our
High Nature Value hill farming

systems not only already maintain many habitats and species
considered to be of high nature
conservation value, but also already deliver many of the wider ecological processes that are,
incorrectly, seen as only being
deliverable through rewilding.
This should not, however,
be taken to suggest that current
Scottish hill farming systems
are perfect from both an agricultural and environmental
point of view. Far from it.
Nevertheless, I am confident that farming will continue to play an important role in
Scotland’s mountains. But I am
also confident that the farming
systems being practiced will
need to change and that our
future hill farming systems
will involve greater integration
with other land uses. This will
not only help diversify the income sources on those farms
but will also serve to increase
their resilience to climatic and
economic shocks.
SRUC’s Kirkton & Auchtertyre upland research and
demonstration farms, near Crianlarich in the West Highlands,
were established over 40 years
ago to investigate the agricultural challenges facing upland

livestock systems. And we still
do so. But we also recognise
that there are environmental
and economic benefits provided to wider society from hill
farming, and if hill farming declines then those wider benefits
will decline as well.
So we do continue to focus
on the many agricultural pressures that upland farmers face
today. But we also look at the
role hill farming plays in the
conservation of important habitats and species, at the environmental and agricultural benefits to be gained from greater
integration of different types
and sizes of woodland into hill
farming systems, and how agricultural and environmental
policy can be adapted to better
support the multiple benefits
arising from hill farming.
And we continue to practice what we preach by working hard to increase the breadth
of agricultural, environmental
and agro-forestry research and
demonstration on the farms.
Davy McCracken is head
of the Hill and Mountain
Research Centre at Scotland’s
Rural College.

CONTACT US FOR:
Ltd

•

Pillar 1 Schemes including online BPS/ANC, YFS and NR
applications.

•

Pillar 2 Schemes including GLAS, AEOS and TAMS II
applications.

•

Appeals on Commonage Stocking Rates.

•

Commonage Planning.

•

Knowledge Transfer.

•

Farm Planning.

•

Grazing Impact Assessments.

•

Ownership details of commonage.

•

Agri environment planning for NPWS Farm Plans.

•

Soil testing and Nutrient Management Planning (NMP).

•

Tracing ownership details for commonage or private
land.

Farm and Environmental Advisory Services

A farm and Agri- environmental consultancy firm.
At Tirglas Ltd our advisors have over 50 years
experience in the field. We offer a wide range of
services consulting in both Agriculture and the
Environment.
Tirglas Ltd is located in Claregalway so we have easy
access to the motorway network. Which helps deal
with clients all across the country.

CONTACT DETAILS:
T: (091) 738900
E-mail yourcommonage@gmail.com
or through our web site: www.yourcommonage.ie

We have been approved by the Dept of Agriculture as
FAS (Farm Advisory Service) Advisors. We are Dept. of
Agriculture approved GLAS advisors, Commonage Advisors
and KT facilitators.
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Let’s really talk about food
and farming in Ireland
The Government and agribusinesses in Ireland are
obscuring the story of how the food system works in
Ireland and internationally – it’s time for some home
truths.
Fergal Anderson

T

urn on the television or
radio, or read the pages
of the weekly newspaper, and you’ll step into a
farming world that seems very
far removed from the reality of
many of us. It seems Ireland is
a great success story, that agriculture is booming and that
there is a great future for family
farming in this country.
Instead, I look around my
townland here and I see a mostly older farming population,
working small to medium-sized
farms. I wonder in 15 or 20
years how many of those farms
will be left, if those many small
farms will have become one or
two large agribusinesses, farming with more machinery and
less people. I wonder if there is
any future for small-scale family farming in Ireland.
While we hear repeatedly
of the importance of agriculture to our economy, of how we
can contribute to ‘feeding the
world’ and for potential growth
in exports, this message hides
the reality – that the average
farm income in the beef sector
is around €12,000, with sheep
farmers earning only slightly
more at an average of €16,000.

Fergal Anderson
Farmers in Ireland deserve better. They deserve a fair price to
cover their costs of production,
and to have that produce processed and consumed as locally
as possible. They should not be
pushed to increase production
as they watch their incomes
remain static or fall. That is
the reality. The real farmers of
Ireland, not the profitable agribusiness sector, are pushed to
their limits.
This global market is there
because the EU, along with
other regions and countries, decided to set up the World Trade
Organisation, or WTO in 1996.
The WTO from the beginning
was a project of rich industrialised countries and their

corporate sponsors. While the
WTO is now left by the wayside, the politics of expanding
markets for agribusiness continues through bilateral agreements such as CETA, or the
proposed trade deal between
the EU and MERCOSUR.
Agribusiness corporations
wanted to be able to control
more and more aspects of the
world’s food and agricultural
trade. To a great extent those
corporations have gotten exactly what they wanted, and have
made a lot of money from farmers and citizens. However, they
have also overseen the loss of
hundreds of thousands of farms
in Europe, many thousands in
Ireland, and have seen the real
income of farmers drop year on
year.
At the same time, farming
is pushing our land harder and
harder and becoming dependent on chemical inputs and
grass monocultures, leaving
less and less room for the natural ecosystems that have long
survived around our farms.
Nearly every year another bird
species falls silent – sounds that
our parents could recognise by
ear, our children may never
hear.
So what is the solution?
Well there are no quick fixes,

Farming in peripheral areas such as Donegal’s Glenncolmkille (above) is challenging but
could the Food Sovereignty movement, which seeks to support local food systems and rural
communities, offer a solution?

Farmers still enjoy days out such as the Drumkeerin Fair in Co Leitrim but the reality is that the average farm income in
the beef sector is around €12,000, with sheep farmers earning only slightly more at an average of €16,000.

but it might be time to plant the
seeds. Among farmers in Europe and internationally, there
is a lot of talk of ‘food sovereignty’ – a new way of organising food and agricultural production, a new way of thinking
about how we farm, who for,
and to what end.
Food sovereignty means
making sure that farmers get a
price for their goods that cover their costs of production. It
means allowing farmers to farm
in a sustainable, environmentally sound way. It means no
dumping of cheap, processed
food in the economies of other
farmers and people; and letting
them make a living from producing their food too. It means
an end to the relentless push for
more production, and the prioritising of quality over quantity.
Food sovereignty means
supporting local food systems
and rural communities, rebuilding the natural processes in our
fields that have been broken by
artificial fertilisers and chemicals, and integrating our farming into the ecosystems around
us.
Above all, it means putting
the people that produce food –
farmers - back at the centre, and

not letting the agribusinesses,
supermarkets,
multinational
corporations and middlemen
run the show.
There’s not much talk of
food sovereignty in Ireland –
why? Most Irish farmers are
small-scale producers who
would see the most to gain from
fair prices, there is a great history of agriculture in this country, and we can produce some
of the best food in Europe.
It’s time for farmers in Ireland to wake up and take on the
responsibility of standing up
for a better food and agricultural system.
A food system which puts
rural communities, livelihoods
and ecosystems above the interests of agribusinesses and
agricultural corporations. A
food system which means that
in 20 years in townlands across
the country there will still be
farmers, producing food and
minding the land. Future generations will thank us for it.
Fergal Anderson is a farmer
in east Galway.
For more information about
Food Sovereignty see: www.
foodsovereigntyireland.org
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JAPANESE KNOTWEED CAN BE A
CROSS-COMPLIANCE ISSUE
Siobhan Ward
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is
an invasive herbaceous perennial plant
which is native to Japan and northern
China. During the 19th Century it was introduced into Ireland as an ornamental
plant. Since then, it has established wild
populations in a variety of habitat types
across the country, including river banks
and roadsides.

Why should we be worried
about it?

• Japanese knotweed poses many threats
to farms across Ireland.
• It grows rapidly and growth rates of up
to 40mm a day have been recorded.
• One tiny particle blowing in the wind
or transported on a car tyre is enough to
create an infestation. Japanese knotweed
consumes fertiliser and water intended
for crops.
• The species can seriously damage houses, buildings and hard surfaces because it
can grow through concrete and tarmac
• Japanese knotweed disrupts agricultural
processes because livestock often avoid
eating invasive plant species. Instead,
they selectively feed on native plants,
which in turn reduces the competition for
the Japanese knotweed and allows it to
colonise the site quickly.
• Litter can accumulate in the dense thickets formed by the plant and this build-up
of waste material also encourages vermin.
• Japanese knotweed grows vigorously
and out-competes native plants. Its tall
thickets exclude all other vegetation and
shade the area below.
• Native plants can rarely compete with
this invasive species and local biodiversity is reduced.
• Its hollow stems can fill with water and it
can act as a conductor for electric fences
giving quite a shock when brushed past.

leaves are oval with a pointed-tip, and
have a distinctive zig-zag pattern along
the stem. Leaves are 10-18cm long.
• Early growth: The stem structures are
also distinctive with a green hollow/
bamboo-like appearance and are dotted
with dark blue-purple speckles. It forms
small clusters of off white/yellow cream
coloured flowers in late summer, typically
forming from late July onwards.
• The roots are tough, thick and woodlike in their appearance. If snapped, they
show a bright orange colour inside and
have a consistency like that of a carrot.
The root structures usually extend up to
5m in a lateral direction and 2m deep
from the over ground plant.
• During the winter season, the stems die
back and become an orange-brown colour. These canes remain upright throughout the winter and can still be seen
amongst new stands the following spring
or summer.

How do we recognise
Japanese knotweed?

How does Japanese knotweed
spread?

• It produces fleshy red-tinged, asparagus-like shoots when it first breaks
through the ground in early spring (See
Fig. 3).
• As the canes grow, the leaves unfurl. The

Fig 1 – Japanese Knotweed distribution
in Ireland (yellow)

Japanese knotweed has an extraordinary
ability to spread vegetatively from crown,
stem and rhizome if disturbed. Small sections of rhizome, as little as 0.7g, can regrow into a new plant. Please note that
a fragment the size of a finger nail can
spread this species. Rhizome fragments
can easily be transported unintentionally
on clothes and shoes.

How to manage Japanese
knotweed

Early growth in spring

Japanese knotweed is highly invasive and
extremely difficult to eradicate completely. When it becomes established it may
take many years to eliminate from a site.
A combination of physical and chemical
treatment is usually the most effective
option. Do not uproot Japanese knotweed
yourself as this exposes the underground
rhizomes. Do not attempt to cut, strim
or mow Japanese knotweed. This results
in more vigorous growth from the cut
infestation. The viable debris can then
be spread by wind to unaffected sites.
It is illegal to allow Japanese knotweed
to spread to the wild. It is recommend-

Figure 2: 1980 spread

Figure 3: 2016 spread

ed that any attempt to control Japanese
knotweed should only be carried out by
trained and qualified persons. We have
all seen the signs while driving along
the road. They are the signs that all the
county councils are erecting nationwide
to highlight the Japanese knotweed problem that is happening all over Ireland.
All county council workers involved with
road maintenance have been or are being
trained in the correct techniques to destroy Japanese Knotweed.

Japanese knotweed and cross
compliance:

14% of Distribution of GAEC Breaches in
2014 were Invasive species i.e. Japanese
Knotweed and others.
Inform your local councils environmental
section that you suspect you have an invasion, they will do an assessment, erect
a do not cut notice, and eventually clear
the problem. This way you have acted to
prevent any further breaches of Cross
Compliance. Do not attempt to clear the
problem yourself.

INHFA - Working for Disadvantaged Farmers

DOUBLE YOUR
ANC PAYMENT!

(formally known as the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme)

SUPPORT OUR CAMPAIGN
For all farmers with severe permanent and specific biophysical
constraints experienced in their farming systems on mountain
type lands and more severely handicapped lands

INHFA 3 POINT PLAN
1

Front loading payments on first 20 hectares

2

Increase rate on next 14 hectares

3

Increase the number of eligible hectares from
34 to 40
Seeking Fairness Not Favouritism
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TIR GAN TEANGA,
TIR GAN DÚCHAS
TIR GAN ANAM
Seánaí Ó Baoill

S

eo i leanas na deacrachtaí
agus na constaicí a tcím
romham, ach diomaite
de sin tá a lán féidireachtaí a
thig a thabhairt ‘un tosaigh le
saol feirmeoireacht, teanga
agus cultúr an cheantair a chothú.
Tá mórchuid de mo
fheirm ina pháirt de cheantair
caomhnaithe speisialta. Tá
mé mar bhall de Chumann
Feirmeoirí Cnoic agus Natura na hÉireann ó bunaíodh é
i 2014. Creidim go huile agus
go hiomlán go bhfuil glór
láidir riachtanach le labhairt ar
son feirmeoirí ins na ceantair
tuaithe. Ar ndóigh is iad seo na
daoine idir fir, mná agus páistí
a choinnigh órd agus eagair ar
na taillte atá thart orainn leis
na glúnta. Tá lorg a gcuid oibre agus DNA s’acu le fáil fríd
cnoic ‘s gleannta agus gach
machaire sa tír.
Mar páirt lárnach de seo

uilig tá ár dteanga atá le fáil go
dtí an lá inniu ins na ceantair
tuaithe seo. Tá dualgas orainn
an cultúr a shúilann leis an
ghaeilig a choinéal agus a
chothú. Tá seod lúfar ins an
ghaeilig agus tá an dualgas
orainn sin a shábháil don
chéad ghlúin eile.
Tá na rialacha ró- theannta atá tugtha isteach le blianta,
agus ag cur isteach go mór ar
teaghlacha atá ina gconaí ar
fheirmeacha gaeltachta. Tá
an coiste atá bunaithe againne
ag troid linn chomh maith is
a thig linn le freagrachtf chiallmhar a fháil óna húdaráis
stáit sa doigh go dtig le gach
taobh idir feirmeoirí agus eagraisí oibriú le chéile san am
atá amach romhain. Tá siad ag
caint ar “ Bánadh na tuaithe “.
Beidh sin fíor muna mbeidh
gléas maratála níos fearr ins na
ceantair seo. Beidh na sléibhte
agus na gleannta bánaithe, idir
ainmhithe agus daoine.
Tá cuid mhór ráite agus
scríofa fá Slí an Atlantaigh

Fhiáin. Cé d’fhág seo againn?
Na feirmeoirí agus na daoine
a d’obair agus a choinnigh
na ceantair seo i mbun bárr
agus stoc. Na hiascairí a bhain
slí beatha amach ar bhárr na
dtonn. Tá an t-am an meas
a thaispeáint do shaothar na
ndaoine seo. Samhlaidh an
saibhreas focal a bheadh caillte go bráth orainn ar chósta
thiar na hÉireann. Tá maoiniú
agus cosaint i dhith go gasta.
Tá saol an cheantair seo i
mbaol.
Tá “tsunami” béarla ag brú
isteach achan lá. Leis an teanga s’againn a shábháil ó sin tá
dualgas mór ar achan duine
oibriú i dtreo an sprioc sin. Tá
dhá mhíle bliain slánaithe aici
- nár mhór an náire dúinn sin
a chailleadh. Caithfidh muid
daonra maith, foirfe le sin a
dhéanamh. Beidh ar dtéanga
agus achan rud a bhaineas dí
sa chartlann.
Seánaí Ó Baoill,
Cloich Cheann Fhaola,
Dún na nGall.

Éamon Ó Cuív T.D.

Oifig Dáilcheantair, Teach Kirwin, Sráid Tobar an Iarla,
Co. na Gaillimhe
Constituency Office, Kirwin House, Flood Street, Galway
Fón/Phone: 091-562846
Ríomhphost/Email: eamon.ocuiv@oireachtas.ie
www.eamonocuiv.ie

Caption?

It is time to shout STOP!
Éamon Ó Cuív TD

C
seo.

omhghairdeachas leis an
INHFA ar an obair atá ar
bun acu agus ar an iris

Tá go leor dushlán roimh
fheirmeoirí agus roing phobal
na tuaithe i gcoitinne i láthair
na huaire. Ní léir ach oiread go
bhfuil rudaí ag feabhsú ar chor
ar bith ainneoin Aire Forbarta
Tuaithe a bheith ceapaithe.
Ceann de
na dúshlánn
mhóra atá romhainn tá easpa caiteachais ar an bPlean
Náisiúnta Forbartha (NDP).
De bharr easpa caiteachais ar
GLAS, Beef Genomics agus
TAMS beidh easnaimh caiteachais €300m ar an bplean
2014-2020. Ni mór don Aire
beart láithreach a dhéanamh
le deileáil le seo agus malairt
caiteachais a cheadú faoi scéim
ANC.
Fáiltím roimh an airgead
beag breise don Scém ANC do
2018 ach ní móriI bhfad níos
mó ná sin a chur ar fáil as seo go
2018 (€100 in aghaidh nab liana) agus freisin é a dhíriú ar na
feilmeoirí atá ag feilméoireacht
ar an talamh is measa sa tír.
Maidir le forbairt na tuaithe
fáiltím roimh ceapadh Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus is léir nach
bhfuil dothain cumhachtaí aige
le difríocht mhór a dhéanamh.
Níl aige ach buiséad an-bheag
agus tá raflaí ag dul thart nach
mó ná sásta atá an tAire Ring
leis an gcaoi a bhfuil an Rialtas
ag caitheamh leis. Más fíor é
ta an ceart aige agus ba cheart
dúinn seasamh leis sa troid atá
sé ag déanamh do chumhachtaí
breise agus cistíocht nios mó a
bhaint amach
É sin ráite is droch scéal é
go bhfuil teipthe air an t-airgead atá aige a chaitheamh agus
as airgead caipitill de bheagnach €80m atá aige is léir nach

mbeidh suas le leath dó sin
caite ar an talamh ag deireadh
na bliana. Beidh mé ag cur
brú leanúnach faoi seo agus
ag cur moltaí ar aghaidh faoi
bhealaí gur féidir an t-airgead a
chaitheamh níos scioptha.
In relation to general rural development it is clear that
those of us who advocate for
rural Ireland are all the time
swimming against the tide of
establishment opinion in trying
to get fair play.
Every step forward seems
to be matched by three steps
back and every dawn proves to
be a false dawn.
The appointment of a Minister for Rural Development
again has proven to be such a
false dawn. Compared to the
last Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the new Department has only
half the functions and half the
finances of the previous department. Worse still the Minister
and the Department are totally
failing to spend the money they
have which is a travesty.
The LEADER programme
is turning out to be a bureaucratic nightmare with only
€8m sanctioned for projects to
date. At the same stage of the
previous programme, when I
was Minister, more than six
times that amount of money
had been approved. The Minister needs to revamp the whole
programme and to give back
local autonomy to the local
LEADER/partnership groups
and take both the LCDCs and
Pobal out of the equation and
to reduce the 18 steps involved
in approving a project down to
two or three. I will be pursuing
the Minister on this relentlessly
as I will on the general issue of
rural spend.
While welcoming the
re-introduction of the CLÁR
programme I founded, the new

scheme is too limited in scope
and financing.
Rural broadband and mobile services are becoming a
sick joke and the government
seem incapable of putting a
tiny fibre cable into each house
and business in the country and
providing mobile services in all
areas of this small state. Again
recently we see that the promises made have not been delivered on.
Nationally the biggest
challenge is contained in the
National Planning Framework.
Hidden in convoluted language
amongst the usual platitudes
about rural Ireland are three
stark facts.
1. The Plan envisages most
of the growth in the future will
occur in urban areas and using
the plan government will try to
achieve this objective by many
means.
2. The major public investment funding under the plan is
to be focussed on the major cities and towns and rural Ireland
will be afforded the crumbs.
3. Planning for rural houses
will become a thing of the past
under the plan with a virtual ban
on it in many areas. Farmers’
sons and daughters will no longer get planning when settling
down in their own communities. In short the rural Ireland
we know of the “baile fearann”
or townland is about to be destroyed. Along with it will go
so much that makes this country
unique.
It is time we shouted stop
and I can think of no better organisation than the INHFA to
lead the charge to protect our
way of life in rural Ireland
Éamon Ó Cuív TD
Fianna Fail spokesperson on
Regional, Rural, Gaeltacht
and Island Affairs
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“I will continue to work
with the INHFA to achieve
a secure future for
Hill Farmers”
Marian Harkin MEP

The next CAP will need increased justification by delivering environmental gains and enhancing
the role of farmers in Areas of Natural Constraints.
The INHFA has an important role to play in highlighting the contribution of hill and ANC farmers to
the economic and social development of rural areas and the sustainability of the rural population.
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE

		
28 Emmet Place, Union Street, Sligo
(Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm)				
Ph: (071) 9150152/9145890		
Fax: (071) 9141973
Email: marian@marianharkin.com
Website: www.marianharkin.com
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MEMBERS’ PROFILES - Women in Ag
Following the death of her mother in 2008, Mary and
her brother Bartley Mannion each inherited half of the
farm and continue to maintain the family’s farming traditions.

Mary Lacey
Mary Lacey has been farming all her life on the home
farm in Letterfrack, Co Galway and could not imagine
doing anything else.
Married to Chris, the pair have four grown up children;
Chris, Sharon, Grace and Stephen. She hopes one day
that some or all of them will continue the family tradition of hill farming.

Mary and Chris now farm a flock of 120 Connemara
Blackface sheep which she finds work best for the 70ha
farm that comprises commonage and owned land.
The decision to use the indigenous Connemara Blackface ewes follows trials, with other lowland sheep
breeds, which she found were not suitable for the land
type.
Mary sees the holding very much as a family farm, with
everyone involved, especially around lambing which
starts at the end of March and normally takes a month.
Lambs are sold in Maam Cross Mart in August and September. Using combination grazing between hill and
lowland, the Mannions aim to get the lambs to over
32kg - which is an excellent performance for Blackface
sheep that are only grass fed.
Prices over the last few years have been very disappointing, and this year in particular. Mary claimed that
returns in 2017 have been €20/hd behind last year.
“Lamb coming off the hills will always struggle to reach
French lamb weights, which is why we need to see a
light lamb market,” Mary pointed out.
Mary been very happy with the work done by the INHFA
to-date, both in Connemara and at a national level in
trying to develop a new light lamb market.
The establishment of the INHFA just over two years ago
is something that Mary believes was long overdue and
she has been very impressed with their progress so far.

Catherine O’Grady-Powers

From farm to fork to tourist on the Wild
Atlantic Way!
Glen Keen Farm, nestled with a majestic backdrop of Mweelrea, Connacht’s
highest peak, is located at the gateway
to the beautiful Delphi Valley just 10km
from Louisburgh, Co Mayo.
Catherine O’Grady-Powers and her
American husband Jim Powers were invited to leave their life of aviation in the
United States to return to Glen Keen and
take over the family farm in 2000. This
farm is steeped in history, Catherine’s
ancestors, the O’Malleys, were tenant
farmers at Glen Keen from the 1600s to
1847. Catherine’s grandmother, Margaret O’Grady, purchased the property in
1922 and operated a very successful
farm until she passed away in 1970.
Shortly after taking over the large farm,
Catherine soon realised that this was
not viable as a standalone business and
decided to embrace tourism. In 2014
in conjunction with the Wild Atlantic
Way, Glen Keen Farm Visitor Attraction
was launched. The business has grown
steadily and has welcomed almost
35,000 visitors in its third season.

The venture focuses on the coach tour
market where visitors enjoy working
sheepdog exhibitions, sheep shearing,
immersive traditional turf-cutting and
farm style lunch that include the Glen
Keen Farm lamb dishes.
Glen Keen Farm achieved awards of excellence for exceeding customer expectations in 2015 and 2016. During the
summer of 2017 Catherine won a Connacht Business Pitching Competition
held at Ashford Castle.
The focus for the future at Glen Keen is
to continue to build on the group visitor market, increase employment in the
area, while continuing to operate a successful hill sheep farm.
Catherine recently introduced Texel
breeding rams to produce a more profitable hilltex lamb, this practice is proving a success. Future plans include the
development of food tourism, educational tourism, and research into sheep
wool products. For more information
visit www.glenkeenfarm.com

In the last month she took on the role of branch secretary for Clifden INHFA.
Over the coming months and years, Mary is hopeful that
the organisation can make progress on matters such as
land designations and farm inspections, as well as the
core concern of market returns.
Pointing out that the Farmers Charter of Rights had
been continually ignored, she maintained that farmers had to be given proper notice of inspections and
fair play during them in order to ensure that the family
farm “was protected”.
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Aoife McGlynn
For Aoife McGlynn the opportunity to have her own
farm was always an ambition. That dream became a reality when she took on the lease of a 35ha farm in her
locality of Inch Island, Inishowen in 2015.
The farm, which has 15ha of lowland and 20ha of rough
grazing that runs onto a mountain, has given her the
opportunity to develop a sheep flock which she continues to expand.
Currently Aoife has 80 Suffolk and Texel cross ewes
which she lambs in early March. The majority of lambs
are finished for the factory, with the target to have all
lambs gone ahead of the glut that comes in early September. The decision to use Suffolk and Texel was made
based on her experience from the home farm and at
present she sees no need to change.
Although recognising that farming is male dominated, Aoife has never felt gender to be a barrier to her
farming ambitions. Maybe it’s down to the 10 years she
spent around the local mart in Inishowen where her
father was the manager, or the fact that she has three
brothers and also a sister who are all very interested in
farming.
While 2015 was an important year in getting started
in farming, this year has been equally momentous. In
June she completed a two-year Masters in Education
and commenced work in a national school in the north
of the peninsula. She also hopes to complete her Green
Cert this December and feels fortunate that she was
able get a Green Cert class in 2015 as there were many

young farmers in Donegal who have not been as fortunate.
“This will impact on them in getting access to the National Reserve due to the rule change, which now requires farmers to have it completed,” Aoife explained.
“In effect it discriminates against farmers in Donegal
and the northwest, who have lost out due to a lack of
teaching resources in Teagasc,” she added.

active in Macra and is currently PRO for the Inishowen
club, after previously holding the chair and secretary
positions. She credited attendance at a number of Macra seminars in helping her to make the decision to start
farming on her own.

Aoife, who is a member of the INHFA, has also been very

When she is not teaching or farming she helps in the
family business ‘ELITE TAGS’. The business which supplies sheep tags to farmers was set up by her father
and eldest brother in 2010 and from small beginnings
continues to grow.

sionate about wanting to make a difference, she was active in the anti-apartheid movement and worked with
rural black communities fighting forced removals and
assisting communities claim back land from which they
had been removed. She helped communities develop a
long-term vision for their areas and regions. More than
a decade later she was consulting across southern Africa on agrarian, land and tenure reform issues.

with farmers on the ground, to listen to their needs and
challenges, and to work with them on designing what
their areas and lives will look like in the future. Looking
ahead five to seven years, she intends to invest more in
bees and deepen her involvement in the global agrarian, land and tenure debate. She plans to hand the farm
over to her daughter, Skye, who is currently busy with
her Green Cert in Pallaskenry College, Co Limerick.

Bridget is secretary of the Sligo Branch of the INHFA –
a dedicated group taking up the issues of farmers on
hill and marginal land. She believes it is vital to connect

It’s rare to be full-time hill farmer these days. A modern
lifestyle of a home, car, educating and raising a family
requires at least one or two off-farm incomes.

Bridget Murphy
In 1999 Bridget Murphy came back to visit her parents.
They had returned from South Africa some years before
to take on a small Ox Mountain hill sheep farm belonging to her mother’s uncle. The 50ha farm is divided:
half is a quarter share of commonage, the rest is more
and less severely disadvantaged mountain land, plus a
few acres under traditional hay meadow.
Her father kept a flock of 70 horned ewes and worked
off farm as an engineer before his health deteriorated.
“We wanted to keep the land in the family so I stayed
on and farmed it for my parents,” Bridget explained.
Bridget farmed for seven years before taking transfer
in 2008. She took on a farm with no sheds, electricity
or machinery.
“The first years were hard, but I had a dream to pass
the farm on to future generations as a healthy, thriving
ecosystem on which we could make a living.”
Preferring to practice agroecology over agriculture
or agribusiness, she uses her farm as a case study
and farms as close to natural cycles as possible. She
changed the flock (75 ewes which lamb from mid-March
onwards) over to Cheviots after the collapse of the light
lamb trade in 2000, and sells her lambs privately or at
Ballina Mart. She keeps four mountain ponies which are
part of a rewilding project aimed at diversifying grazing
regimes on the commonage. Her apiary comprises 14
hives, there’s a small native woodland tree nursery, a
fruit orchard, soft fruit and vegetables.
Bridget qualified with an Arts and a Law degree in
South Africa during the final days of apartheid. Pas-
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Photo Gallery

At the 60th Anniversary of the Donegal Blackfaced Sheep Breeders sale
were Hugh D. McGee and Charlie Tinney Snr.

Starting the early feeding

Our day at the beach, taken by Colm O’Donnell,
Ox Mountains

Cows on Coney Island, Co. Sligo

Any news on Brexit lads?

The pup

Perched on the fence.

Horses and buttercups at Manorhamilton

If you would like to see your photos in the next edition of the
Irish Farmers Guide, please send in them over the winter to this
address. irishfarmersguide@gmail.com
It’s a dog’s life
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SO WHO ARE THE INHFA?

he very name of the ‘Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association’ (INHFA) really defines the organisation.
Natura is a European generic term for all designated lands within the European Union with Ireland having
approximately 15% of its land base currently under designation and hill farmers are generally speaking farming
families who live and farm the most difficult and naturally
constrained farmland in the country.
There are upwards of 30,000 farm families with farming
systems that fall within the scope of the INHFA. The membership comes from within these areas.

SO WHY WAS THE INHFA SET UP?

The association was set up to give a voice to these 30,000
farm families who genuinely felt that their very specific
concerns and specialist farming conditions weren’t getting
fair play in the negotiations leading into the current CAP
programme.
The draft Rural Development Programme (RDP) signed
off on by all stakeholders in July 2014 was the straw that
broke the camel’s back. It included the requirement for at
least 50% of shareholders in undivided commonage lands
to enter into a collective agreement as a mandatory action
in order to make an application for the
GLAS scheme, thus denying them the
right to apply as individuals.
Alarm bells rang out from Mizen Head
to Malin Head and after a short spell as
‘Hill Farmers for Action’ – during which
a national protest campaign led to the
scrapping of the ‘collective agreement’
requirement for GLAS - the INHFA was
formed.

SO WHAT HAVE THE INHFA
ACHIEVED TO DATE?

Since being set up in February 2015 the
following achievements are attributable to the INHFA:
1. Commonage farmers able to apply as
individuals for GLAS.
2. Amendments to the terms and conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme
(BPS).
3. Vital input into the Guidance Document to Land Eligibility which is to be
read in conjunction with the terms and
conditions of the BPS.
4. Ensured that proper interpretation of
the definition of ‘agricultural activity’
was taken into account when describing
such activity on certain land types.

5. Sought and secured derogations on stocking density for
farmers with environmental restrictions on lands where
they cannot maintain 0.15LU per hectare for the ANC
scheme.
6. Led in the battle for €25 million sheep welfare scheme
with a rolling reference year negotiated for commonage
farmers in GLAS.
7. Successfully negotiated the use of approved min/max
commonage ewe equivalent numbers to be used for calculation in the ANC scheme where appropriate.
8. Working with An Bord Bia and factories to secure and reopen the Mediterranean light lamb market.
9. Successfully called for the abolishment of the 67-yearold upper age limit for retiring farmers to transfer family
farms and avail of the Consanguinity Clause stamp duty relief to remain at 1%.
10. Lobbied all parties prior to the Budget to ensure the €25
million top-up for the 2018 ANC Scheme was delivered.

WHY JOIN THE INHFA?

You should join the INHFA to add your voice to one that has
quickly become the authentic voice for farm families living
and farming in the most difficult and challenging farming
environment in Europe.
You should join the INHFA because it has developed a
bottom-up strategy, with a vibrant root and branch structure ensuring that your voice can make a difference.
You should join the INHFA because it is acutely aware of
the issues affecting you and your family and its priority is
to help foster and preserve a unique way of life so that our
families can remain and prosper into the future.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE INHFA?

You can join the INHFA by simply filling the application form
below, returning it with the annual membership fee to INHFA headquarters.
Alternately, you can attend one of our public meetings,
or contact the association’s branch officers in your area. Another option is to contact INHFA headquarters at inhfaoffice@gmail.com or log onto our website www.inhfa.ie
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INHFA Jackets
make the ideal
Christmas gift
ORDER TODAY
Adult Jackets €55, S, M, L, Xl
Children’s Jackets €45,
Available In All Sizes
Available Colours:
Red, Black Or Blue

CONTACT THE INHFA OFFICE @
inhfaoffice@gmail.com
Or 071 9302715

FAB

50

FA B 5 0 !
1 NIGHT B&B FOR 2 PEOPLE
+ A FREE BOTTLE OF WINE
Westport Coast
Castlecourt
Westport Plaza

fr €50 IN TOTAL
fr €50 IN TOTAL
fr €70 IN TOTAL

t&c’s apply: midweek NOVEMBER - FEBRUARY, selected dates

BOOK NOW
www.westporthotelgroup.ie 098 55088

T O C E L E B R AT E W I N . . .
O N E O F 5 FA B 5 0 B R E A K S
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:
WHO IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE IRISH NATURA AND HILL FARMERS ASSOCIATION?
To be in with a chance of winning this fantastic competition, send your answer along
with your name, address, email and contact telephone to INHFA, The Square,
Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo or email: inhfaoffice@gmail.com
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BURKE’S LIVESTOCK MART
T/A Maam Cross Mart
Weekly Sales
of Sheep & Cattle
Every Saturday at 11am

Monday Evening
Cattle Sales
from July onwards

Also special
sales including
Ponies &
Breeding Stock

Bookings on Thursday 4 - 8
091 552 254
Email: maamcrossmart@gmail.com

091-552 306
info@peacockes.ie
www.peacockes.ie
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SERVICES
O’MALLEY’S
BUILDERS PROVIDERS
GENERAL HARDWARE,
ANIMAL FEED, FUELS
Carrowclaggan,
Louisburgh, Co. Mayo
Tel: (098) 66146
E-Mail: omalleydiy@gmail.com

Since 1987

• Agri Fuel
• Home Heating Oil
• Commercial Fuel

Trust Sweeney Oil for
quality Home Heating Oil
and Agri Fuel.
Relax in the comfort of
knowing you’ll get reliable
service, a keen price and a
warm smile every time
Call us now on:

1800 555 999

or order online: www.sweeneyoil.ie

30years!
CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE

Cattle & Sheep Sale every Saturday at 11:30am
Sheep sale every Friday from August to December
Large numbers of top quality stock on offer
On Farm Sales of Livestock,Plant & Machinery catered for

Tel 071/9643049 087/2364260
PSRA Number 1391

Phone No.: (096) 22555/22558/Licence 002937
www.mayosligomart.ie

- SALES EVERY TUESDAY OF BULLOCKS,
HEIFERS, COWS, SPRINGERS, SUCKS
AND ALL SHEEP
- Visit our website for all sales details.
- TO GET TEXT ALERTS ON SPECIAL SALES
EVENTS PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Open Hours: Mon to Friday 8.30 to 6.00
Sat 8.30 to 3.00
Tel 094-9021138 or contact seamus on 085-7844005
Archers for all your agri hardware and fuel needs.
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